could be lhe last chance for peace 
ancl Ihat if it fails, the silauntion will 
became a lol worse. 

In theory, if ull (he Unionist piur- 
fies Wore le vote agin the pla 
this wevk the talks could collaps 
ince Ihe rules domand “xsuffivient 
us", he Iardline Dem 
e Uhiunisls have dlrvaly iui 
suuneecl they will wilk oul. 

THe inlependent UK Lniurist, 
Bob MeCaurtney, lal his jrtrly ut uf 
Stormonl on Monday, miles afl” 
Sinn Fein were usbheruel for Lhe first 
tine into Castle Buiklings on the 
Surmonl wslale in want JBelfisl, thr 
venue lor Ihe all 

AL Weslninalet', ible’ 1 
that hv wanted tu keep Lenulul 
Dublin tu their wud tli 
ê grad handeaver uf | 


nili- 


wury flurinyg He Luks | 
it both guv uNUS 
1 hi: ı0 they expel bal dd 
oni wuld ucu dunn , 
il : 
ihi Stet sail Mr Hai vill | 


WANS at lispoeal o weap det 
the supervisiin uf au iileprtelett 
body. to be tablished by thi nd 
af this month and cird by John , 
fle Chastelain, formerly vhicf uf stiff 
of lhe Caniıdian Defence Furces. 

The SDLP leader John Hume 
saîd there was an urgynt newd fo 
buill on the IRA ceascfirv. “These 
talks should begin tn concentrale on 
what they are really about, getting 
down to the serious business uf 
reaching agreeınent on how we live 
together.“ 

Despite the ceasefire, securily 
levels in Northern Ireland will not 
be relaxed because of the continu 
ing thrcat from breakaway republi- 
can groups, 


Door to peace, page 10 
Adams ascendancy, page 12 


Liberla voters 3 
back warlord 


Europe plans 4 
to grow by six 


Congo's killing 5 
flelds exposed 


O0 


Who really : 
killed Aung San? 


Derek Walcott, 
a poet at case 
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IRA ceasefire wins 
cautious welcome 


David Sharrock 
ard Ewen MacÃAaklil 


HI IRA, in a surprise clevel- 
opment, declared a new 
ceasefire in Northern lrelaxl 
al the we kend, but i1 wı Recetel 
witlı catulion i 
right suspicion by Ulster Lnluntists, 
who siy the British government his 
caved in le Sinn Fin demarkls. 

Tony Blair was ınakinyg lesperute 
allempts this week lo Kev everyone 
ahonrd his peace tain atl (lissuadle 
David ‘Tiimble's Ulster Unionists 
from leaving lhe peace tdks in [ruus- 
trallun at concessions made to pru- 
duce the renewed IRA cuisvfirt. 

The Ulster Unionist MAROC r 
key fhe pene talks alive im More 
day afier hinting Imi a deal mi h1 
SiN be reached bufure Weluerdiay 
eruvial vole o he vomMentiulls Issue 
of jruanuililary arms. 

Both sides ire sSruggling tu Hinel 
a formula se ut (he Ulster Ui 
isl ader can avoid plunging Ile 
Sertmonl talks ito Crisis by voli 
agains the British andl Irish giver 
nicl pruposals for scouunis- 
sioning wuapuns. 

Under proposals announced last 
week, only hours before the Sinn 
Fein president, Gerry Adnms, an 
nounced {hat he was urging the [RA 
10 call another ceasefire, there is no 
longer a binding commitment on 
any party linked to paramilitary or- 
ganisations tu achieve the disınan- 
tling of the terrorist arsenals. 

in private, the Government was 
pleased with Morday’s outcome, 
believing Unionist attacks over 
decoranıissioning arms help bak 
ance the crilicism by the nationalist 
community after the Drumcree pa- 
rade earlier this month. 

Mr Blair was sald to be hopeful, 
ongh advisers warn him that thîs 


Global stüdy finds world speaking in 10,000 tongues 


world languages are being with- 
held until publication of the reg- 
ister later thls year, but Dr Dalby 
said lt showed the linguistic 
complexity of the world was 
much greater than supposed. 
Reports that a third of spoken 
tongûcs would become extinct in 
the next few years were “abaO- 
lute rubbish", he anid. 

‘There waa a threat to small 
langunges spoken by fragile 
hunter gathering communities in 
the Arctic, Amazonin, soulh-west 
Africa and Australia. Without 
artflclal heip, they could follow 
the Pygmy languages of central 
Africa into exlincton. But the 
grcat mags of languages were rot 


being drivin ont by tie growth of 


English. '-. 

The observatory and SOAS 
aro also workirig ğrı a map of the 
275 languages used at bome mW 
London achoolhldren; ا‎ 8 


villages, the dejnuty prime mirit, 
Josef Luk, satil. 

Meanwliile raging fluocls causerl 
by weeks of turrential downpuurs 
have killecl 164 people in China's 
southwestern province of Guizhou, 
tle state radio sail on Monday. 

"Up to yesterday, seven million 
people have been affected by the 
disaster and 164 people have been 
killed,” it reported. 

Flooding is an ancient curse 
across much of southern China, 
where sunımer rains can burst river 
dykes and inundate towns, citics 
and huge swathes of (arnıland. 

While floods wreak havoc in the 
soutlı, drought and high tempera- 
tures have been plaguing northern 
China, with rainfall dropping by as 
much as 90 per cent front the same 
period last year. — Reuter 


certainly English — may’ develop 
as a world language, but lt 
should bé developed alongside 


„| multilingualisrn. You çan ace 


from the success İn the cûnıpar- 
ativé league tables of children ini 
billagual schools jn Wales how 
learning ih two languages aharp- 
ens the witê, 

“Monolingualiam is.a ‘dinhd 
vantnge like ifllteracy, and this 1a 


a serious danger for anglopliongs, 


Bilnguallsmi sholld be regırded : 
ag nn educational norm." : . 
i The register will foros the 1 
computerised map of 
1 ja’ linguistic comnuini 
4 whith. Unesco plans (o ci 


1, etre ,„ Dr Dalby sald {he ` 


٠ 1 
ermany, remove valunbles frum their 
workshop as flnodls continue to swamp low-lying areas on (he German-Poliah border errr: eatin? butis:H 


Raging floods ravage central Europe 


nhucttenstadt, 


more hal 1,000 owns inl villapf«. 
‘The dvath loll was al least 5U people 
andl 140,000 lave been forced to 
evacuate {heir hontes. 

On the Gerınan sicle of the Ocler, 
workers have been figlıting to re- 
pair dykes to prevent the river 
breaking its banks and flooding 
thousands of low-lying hectares. 

New health dangers threatened 
southwestern Polish cities such as 
Wroclaw, where a lack of clean 
water prompted fears of an epidemic 
of dysentery. But most of the rivers 
in the east of the Czech Republic, 
where 46 people have died in recent 
weeks, were falling on Monday. 

As the floodwaters recede, 
Czechs are faced with a massive 
clean-up operation. The floods have 
destroyed some 1,600 houses and 
damaged 10,000 in 500 towns and 


asa gift to’ telébı te Britain's de- 
cislon to rejoin the educational 
and cultural offahootof the 
United Nationd. 

The register, including an 
elaborate system for codifylrig 
lingulstic families, could be de- 
acribed as the world's first Babel ` 
bible. But Dr Dalby said he was 
opposed to the whole imagery of 
the Tower of Babel, which wa 
bined on ã mistaken theory 
multilingualism was bad. 
` e nêed a e eh 

age because mpltliinguallsm 
8 normal ad héalthy pai 

f uimnah a06 socjety, i8 organ 
el 


nai and ادام‎ identity. 
teresting that îhajor ¢oı e ei 
havê developed in ا‎ 
Apong thê 


few monolingual areas ifi 
Africa," he said, 
ı . “One or more nga 


„ Residents in 


. Î Somalia; which are ih, 
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Under the weather . . 


LOOD-HIT resiclents of central 
Europe, exhausted frym {wo 
weeks of floocls that have killed 
ahout 100 people and devastated 
erops and farms, took hope on Mon- 
day from weather forecasts suggest- 
ing that the worst rains this century 
may soon be over. 
But downstream on the river 
Oder, dividing Germany and Poland, 
sorne communities still faced grim 
battles with encroaching water ancl 
possible evacuation. Thousands of 
rescue workers, fire fighters, bor- 
der guards and soldiers were ready 
lor action if the dykes break when 
another wave of water surges down 
the Oder on Wednesday, bringing 
debris from the floods in Poland. 
Some areas in southwest and 
south Poland on Monday remained 
under the water that inundated 


John Carvel 1 


ATER years of reasearch, an 
onal network of 
scholars, run from a village iri’ 
west Wales, has established that 
the world’s stock of languages 18 
richer thah ever imagined — and 
more resilient to the spread of 
sh as the global lingua 
nCct. 
David Dalby, director af the 
Observatoire Linguletlque based 


: | tHebron in Dyfed, said hla 


team — which this week an- 
ounce the completion of the 
firut comprehensive classiflca- 
| lon of world languages and  ' 
ا‎ ~—~ had identified moe 
than 10,000 living languages, 


ions GO per cent mora fan pre 


Page global register St bE 
Presented to Uriésko thls week - 


GUARDS, 
Haz 


Schumacher, who haj 
male his first stop, 
nue lead over C 3 
ihe rest as Villeneuve 
fightback, Unlike ihe po 
Ferraris, both Melares 
plannecl to make only one lat] 
halfway around lap 28 Could’. 
ciclel thal his braking probersk) 
become serious enough ren ve 
wave Hakkinen past, 
the Finn dived Into his pit, 

Af the eııl of lap 37 Sthunity 

came in for his second slop, byl; 
hal conıpleterl less than a lp: 
his resumption when te ¢ 
Lwitchecl, smoke came fon lej 
rear wheel ancl he llmped ub; 
garage to retire, 

Now Villeneuve regained heki" 
for seven laps, ahead of nie) 
Hakkinen. At the end opt 
Williams and the Ferrari madekî 
second stops — but wherex i 
neuve zoomed back out lali ol 
place, five seconds behind alas 
Irvine travelled only a fer yr 
beyond the pit wall before oubgt; 
ahalt with a broken drive sai : 

Hakkinen's lead came dom , 
less than a second over hength ™ 
laps but there was no guaramietti, Î 
Villeneuve would find bis way pii 
driver noted for a wilingnes t 
close the door on would-be ort 
ers. “I could see his rear tyres 
tering," Villeneuve said, “anl 
was starting to slide around. li 
I could have made a move bêz 
the end of the race.” 1 

On the 54tlı lap a sudden dlî 
smoke froın the Mercedes r 
saved him the trouble. For bef 
this was a particular disap: 
ment. A veteran of 88 star 
commonly accepted as one 
quickest of all current drivesli 
ihe mast cerebral, he had ex 
nn the verge of his first graf 
win. 


ir 
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Motor Racing British Grand Prix 


Villeneuve is back i in the hunt 


PHOTOGRAPH: TOM JENKINS 


pitstop on lap 21l, an old Williams 
problenı reared its head. His left 
front wheel had come loose, caus- 
ing damage that cost an extra 20 
seconds as the mechanics struggled 
to remove and replace it. 

His race mechanic, Jock Clear, 
said the wheel und hub wuukl have 
to be inspectecl before il coulcl be 
determined whether it was a prob. 
lem similar to the one that cost Hill 
victory at Silverstone in 1996 aul 
sent one of Villeneuve's wheels inlo 
the debris fencing at Suzuka later 
that season. 


in with a chance of winning the race 
turned out to be Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, who lined up next to Vil- 
leneuve, his team-mate, on the front 
row but caused an aborted start 
when he stalled his engine. The 
German driver was relegated to the 
back of the grid for the restart; he 
tore past half a dozen backmarkers 
as they made their way through 
Copse Corner but was struck in the 
rear by Jos Verstnppen's Tyrrell a5 
they went through Becketts and he 
ended lıis race on the grass. 

When Villeneuve nıade his first 


Checking iM... Jaq Villeneuve takes the flag at Silverstone 


son and a large measure of personal 
satisfaction after a week marred by 
political turbulence within his team. 
Villeneuve deserved his win, but 
two other men might have taken it 
from him with equal merit. Michael 
Schumacher led the middle section 
of the race convincingly before retir 
ing with a broken wheel bearing on 
his Ferrari, and Mika Hakkinen 
seemed to have worked his 
McLaren into an ideal position late 
in the race before his Mercedes en- 
gine blew with six of the 59 laps left. 
The only serious contender never 


Richard Willams 


ACQUES Villeneuve and his 
J Williams-Renault won the 

British Grand Prix at Silver- 
stone last Sunday, a predictable re- 
sult from an entirely unpredictable 
race. Three drivers led the race for 
substantial periocls and. any of them 
might have won İt, and three or four 
athera were in close contention. 

Villeneuve's victory, his fourth of 
the year, came despite an early 
problem with a loose front wheel 
that required him to fight his way 
back from seventh place, It carried 
him to within four points. of the 
chaınpionship leader Michael Schu- 
macher and enabled the Williams 
team — celebrating their 100th win: 
— to close to within three points of 
Ferrari in the constructors’ chanipi- 
onship. 

Second and third, traveling in 
close company 10 seconds behind 
Villeneuve, were the Benetton- 
Renauits of Jean Alesi and Alexan- 
der Wurz. At 33, Alesi seems to 
have swapped consistency for his 
old wildness and now stands third in 
the championship. And for Wurz, 
the 23-yearold Austrian substituting 
for his ailing compatriot Gerhard 
Berger, the third finish of his three- 
race career provided a first chance 
to taste podium champagne. 

David Coulthard brought hls 
McLaren-Mercedes home in fourth 
place after problems with his 
brakes, with Ralf Schumacler's Jor- 
dan-Peugeot fifth. In sixth place — 
glory be — came Damon Hill's Ar- 
rows-Yanıaha, earning the world 
champion his first point of the sea- 


England Lions to the slaugh# 


more Ilan 85 per cent post 
ul being restricted to one IF” 
Ihe 10th minute after Joe 
Mallhew Burke combined i 
Australian Capital Terrilory 
side winyg move. Sinuilarly, 
cmınol be levelled at e 
back row, wilo e the 
ments were lenaclous. 
Bui the attack lacked si 
focus and penetralion. lt 
worRe was hat tlıeir captaln 
Glanville struggled In the 
tackling. For Burke's ry EE 
tralia attack eaally cut bete, 
England centres, and Ben HH 
iry in the 60th minute ا‎ 
the wing easily pil! ahing 
Glanville in midfield. ' "0 
That England were' o 


was testament to thelr ا‎ 
But fatigue eventually ha 
against the tourists; ' el 
three tries against them ا‎ 5 
ner :and quickly turd ¢. 
tralia's precarious 
overwhelming 25-6 en eel 
@ Wayne Proctor wad the. 
Walés-after he scored His 
hattrick to give the 
Union'aide a 2-0 seriés 
ا‎ 

:The elli wing s 

first half to ‘help Wales ‘int: 
lead. But he reserved bi¥: 
last as he meanierised 

to record a SOmetre 

‘The tourists’ natroW 2 
owed much to brilflan 


` points behind shortly ahê 


Greg Growden in Sydney 


LTHOUGI Euglandl's “xeruci- 

atingly long swason ended as ex 
pected wilh a substantial, in xome 
respecls enbarrıssing, cllenl 10 
Australian, {heir couch surprisingly 
remainecl a happy Juck. 

A few minutes aller a jel-lnggcl 
England left ihe Sydney Fontball 
Stadium, (heir coach Jack Rowell at- 
templed to show lhe was nut a man 
under pressure by producing sontc 
bizarre statements about (he match 
he had just witnessed. 

The best was that the England 
season had ended on a high and 
.they were now playing in a refresh- 
ing style. Perhaps Rowell was suf- 
fering battle fatigut as badly as 
most of his Test players, because if 
anyone seriously believes England 
were refreshing against the Walla- 
bies, or hit a season high, it is time 
to apen the medicine cabinet. 

Admittedly this Test should not 
have been played, because it was in- 
humane to expect England to be: 
competitive when the bulk of the 
squad had just finished the Lions, 
tour of South Africa, 

But England hardly helped them- 


'Î selves.by showing that their attack- 


ing capabilities were well below 
what was required to threaten Auıs- 
tralia, who were also well off their 
game but displayed enough compo-! 
sure when required to win easily. 
Ehgland's defence. in ‘the ‘first’ 
hour ws excellent, Australia having’ 


extreme penury (7) 

A let of terrific ilfting devices on 

top, the French weapon (10,5) 

Employee's greeting to one in 

flagrante dellcto? {5,4) 

1 leave little room tor occupation 

(2,3) 

Hunter of big brute — Marx got 

one right (9) 

See with stand-in bishop? (5) 

Insect at qulet “island valley", 

whence One goes out to go in 

(7,8) 

8 They hold displacement of rug 
to be an act of God (7) 

13 Blow mel | am tled and it can't 
wait (9) 

14 Flower to go with coffee 
dish? (9) 

15 It's hls turn to find hidden mike 
and trape (7) 

17 Black girl's direction on 
departure (7) 

19 What the Jury says hasn't 
caught the composer (5) 

20 The snake girl -— mine, sald 
Boccaccio (5) 
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Last week's solution 
[[U[STTIWIHIATTTT[HIE] 


u H1 Gq HEH U HMH A 
(HLTolKIOlRIY I s|PIE|CITIRIE| 
U HO EH U HI EH 
TlolCIKIPITILIE TIEN SIE) 
LF! a HH Ti 


H J Cr] [4 
[SITIRIAINlalEJt [ol VTE] 


Cr Yyptic CrOSSWOIQ by Araucaria 


15 Dough, baked or not (6) 

16 American writer, second 
editlon? (4,5) 

18 American writer: note what's 
sald without much evidence 
(4,5) 2 

21 J.R., say, without success (5) 

22 Cinema (Inner half) should be ' 
destroyed (the Luddite ' 
vlew?) (8,7) : 

23 From Manchester | left having 
achieved nothing (7) 

24 Plants one left on trees (7) 


Down 
1 Agrey Great Britain, result of 
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1 Range of flight from the 
West wilh nonsense about to 
return (7) 

5 50% reductlon.in one over 8? 
(4,8) 


9 Officer in cherge's periormance.. 


isn't out of the ordinary (7,8) 

10 San of the Welsh concealed by 
Insect (5) ٍ 

11 Man wilh machine turning elm 
to oak, right? (9) 

12 Catch 22 hero that entertalns . 
Hitler's guards with song (9) . 

14 Races In light brown, which 8 
mad (5) 1 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


The Week 


HE Cllnton administratlon is 

backing an increase from 
five to 10 in the number of 
permanent members of the UN 
Security Counclî, including three 
seats for developing nations. 
Earller, the UN secretary- 
general, Kofl Annan, unvelled 
plans for UN reform. 

Washington Post, page 13 


FTER a near-disanter (hat 

sent apace statlon Mir 
spinning In space, Russia has 
delayed repairs until a fresh 
crew arrives on August 7. 


T HIREE jailed ETA guerrilla 
candemned the murder by 
fellow relels of Miguel Angel 
Blanco, the young Spanish 
politician, alunalling growing 
divisluns within lhe Bascyue 
sepura nt movement, 


M ARALINGA, the vcontanıi- 
nated site in the Australian 
outback where Britain (ented 
utumie weapons more than 40 
years Agu, iA to be turned intu u 
luurist resort. 


OLICE in (he US are plend- 
ing for public help in the 
hunt for Andrew Cuninan, the 
prime suspect in the fatal shout« 
ing of fashion designer Ginnni 
Versace in Miami Heuch. 
Washington Past, pare 15 


S1 HE nain Bosnian Serb purty 
has expelled President 
Biljann Plavsic from their ranks 
and demanded her resignation. 
Mrs Plavalc has accused hard- 
line opponenta of corruption. 


RAZIL'S top Indian affairs 

official, Julio Gaiger, has re- 
signed, accusing the government 
of falling to honour its promises 
to help indigenous people. 


R USSIAN president Boria 
Yeltsin has defied his gener- 
als and ordered that the armed 
forces be çut by 1.2 millon men 
by 2000. 


TEE New Korea party has 
nominated Lee Hoi Chahg, a 
former prime minister and 
aupreme court judge, as ita can- 
didate to succeed President Kim 
Young Sam in Febrùary. 


EOLOGIST and astronomer 

Eugene Shoemaker has 
died after a car accldent. Comet 
Shoemaker-Levy O, which 
crashed Into Juplter in 1994, 
was named after him, 


AlS AN troops have killed 
more than 90 hardline 
Armed Islamic Gropp gueriillad 
meeting in Blda province to dia- 
cpısa escaloting thelr campaign 
agalnst thé govermıdent. ` 


„AA N ARMED robber on the 
run İn Johannesburg 
jumped into û gofilla's peu at the 
zoo. When the animal tied to 
defand his territory, he shot it 
twice. Tlie gorilla recoverèd. 


b 


Charles Taylor supporters cling to a lorry in Monruvin during the 
largely peaceful Uberian presidential electiun cam png 
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Warlord wins free 
Liberia election 


tant step forward for a country riven 
by factional ethnic strife, But Mr 
Taylor's apparent victory will raise 
immediate new concerns. If he has 
proven himself Liberia's most popu- 
lar political figure, in some circles 
he remains its most hated. 

During a war that killed an esti 
mated 150,000 people and included 
brufality on all sides, human rights 
groups frequently reported atroci- 
ties by Mr Taylors forces. In 
addition, Mr Taylor has bitter 
enemies anıong Liberia's Krahn ancl 
Mandingo ethıic groups. 

Observers {rom the UN, the Eu- 
ropean Union and other groups hacl 
high marks for the way lasl Salur- 
day's balloting was conducted. Still, 
Ihe control thal Mr Taylor's faction 
exercised in much of the country 
gnve lim huge ndvantages during 
the campaign. 

For years, his forces have run a 
quasi-government in much of the 
country, financing it by selling off 
the riches of Liberia's mines and 
forests. Bul a Taylor victury will 
have been won with morc than lis 
war booty. Mr Taylor's persona as a 
powerful leadler appealee! to many 
who believe (he counlry neces a 
firm hand following seven years nf 
fratricicle. 


James Rupert in Monrovia 


HARLES TAYLOR, the war- 
lord who started and domi 
nated lberia's brutal 

seven-year civil war, appeared on 
Monday to have won by election the 
power he was unable to seize in bat- 
tle, 

With a third of the ballots 
counled from last weekend's presi- 
dential poll, Mr Taylor had a 66 per 
cent lead in what Liberians say was 
their country’s most free election. 
His main rival, former World Bank 
and United Nations official Ellen 
Jolınson-Sirleaf, polled less than 16 
ptr cent of the vote. 

Il also appeared that Mr Taylor's 
pırly would get a majorily in a new 
legislature, which is being elected 
by a proportional representation of 
the nationwide vote. 

The creclible election fulfills a goal 
of the United States and of Euro- 
pean and west African nations, 
which are trying to help rebuild the 
collapsed Liberian state. But Mr 
Taylor's victory frustrates the long- 
held desire by many of 1hose coun- 
Iries to keep lim out of power 
because they «cv liin as a corrupt 
and pompous authorilarlan. 

The election represents an impor- 


Hard hands grab levers 
of power in Cambodia 


Australian advertising executive, 
Ung Huot is well known to Astan 
governments and, in the words of 
one Western analyst: "The perfect 
chiüice, wholly unimpressive, cer- 
lainly a puppet.” 

That would suit Hun Sen's strat- 
egy of preserving the facade of the 
multi-party constitution that 
emerged from the UN-backed 
peace accords, peacekeeping and 
1993 elections. The substance 
promises to be rather different. 

Hun Sen, educated in Cambodia's 
brutal conflicts of the 1960s and 
1970s, cut his political teeth as a 
soldier with the Khmer Rouge and 
later under the tutelage of Vietnam's 
communist rulers, 

“He is unable to understand the 
concepts of democracy,” the com- 
mentalor Raoul Jennar said. “He 
would say you rule and they must 
obey.” 2 

If takes a brave man to resist. The 
coup, which killed more than 40 
people, injured more than 200, and 
inflicted tens of millions of dollars of 
damage on the economy, was only 
the most drastic of his violent 
reactions to opposition. 

Few analysts doubt that he was 
responsible for the attempted assas- 
sination of the opposition leader 
Sam Rainısy by a grenade attack onı a 
demonstration at the ‘end of March, 
which killed at icast 16 people and 
injured more than 100. 

Human rights monitors believe 
that since the coup his subordinateş 

have executéd mote tlıan 35 people 
arid delaîneci hundreds, . 1 
° Cambodians are , predictably 
guarded about venturing an opinion 
of their leadérs, but many express 
bleak disaproval of Hun Sei, for a 
coup -that shattered tho polif{cal 
framework ‘In . which, however 
racky, they had. glimpsed Tıopes of 
stability ahd prosperily. ' ''' 


Nick CummIng-Bruce 
in Bangkok 


HE fate of Cambodia's short 

and siıaky experiment with 
demucracy hangs in the balance 
this week as the exiled victims of 
the coup earlier tlis month try to 
win the backing of foreign govern- 
ments and Hun Sen consolidates his 


gNpP. 

Hun Sen has bluntly rebuffed of- 
fers of mediation by the Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(Asean). That may in part be bluff, 
echoing his statement after the 
coup that if Asean wanted to meddle 
in Cambodian affairs he would not 
want to be in Asean, In fact he is still 
urging Asean leaders to admit him 
to their influential club, as originally’ 
planned, at the end of this month. 

More probably it reflects his con- 
viction, behind the heavily defended 
walls of the military base he calls 
home, that he has an unshakeable 
grip on the levers of power which 
the international community will 
soon accept. 

His ousted former co-prime min- 
ister Prince Ranariddh may talk of 
20,000 royalist troops ready to re- 
sist, but it is far from clear who will 
take up the challenge. 

Hun Sen's forces have sha{tered 
organised. royalist resistance in 
norlhwestern provinces. They 
marched into the last significant 
royilist-held towi late last week, 
sending the demoralised and poorly 
equipped ‘troops scurrying for 
sanctuary ûn the Thai border. Thé 
remaining members of the prince's 
party, Funcinpec, have rûn equally 
fast to, accommodate Hun Sen's 
designe, .' 

„ Funcinpec's choice of Prince Ra- 
nariddlh's ° forlgn minister, Uug 
Huot, as the new first prime minis: 


têr Jê 4 'cağe in point! A glib former Î 


Human cost rules out Israeli 
Invasion of Palestinian cities 


exervises, is reported to have beer 
several hundred, with many more 
wounded. The JDF has instead re- 
conımended more flexible and grad- 
ual responses to violence in the 
Palestinian cities, including rein- 
forcements at flashpoints such as 
central Hebron, 

The generals’ recommendations 
are believed to have been requested 
by the prime minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, who called on his inner 
security cabinet to develop possible 
scenarios if relations between Is- 
raelis and Palestinians continued to 
worsen. 

Israeli officials are confident that 
the Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat, can be wooed back to the 
negotiating table despite the contirn- 
ued work on new Jewish settle- 
ments in Palestinian areas. 

The Israeli foreign minister, 
David Levy, this week met Nabil 
Shaath, a senior negotiator, for talks 
the Israelis hope will pave the way 
for a meeting between Mr Levy and 
Mr Arafat. 

Another Palestinian negotiator, 
Saeb Erekat, said that the United 
States was preparing a parallel 
initiative aimed at breaking the 
current impasse in İsraell-Palestin- 
lan relations. ا‎ 
` Mr Erekat described the plan as 
"a package deal” but refused to go 
into further detail. Palestinian 
sources said they believed the US 
proposal would involvé' a six-month 
moratorium on Jewish séttletmenls. 

Mîr Netanyahu fias so far offered 
to slow down settlement construc- 
tion but ruled out stopping the 
building work. RHE 

The prime minister's new political 
adviser, Uzi Arad, haa meanwhilê 
been prorhoting ai Israeli proposal 
involving immediate tags on û final 
territorial scitlemerjt witfi the Pales- 


| tinianis. 


ا 
Julian Borger in Jerusalem‏ 
ا اا ا سای ایا 


HE Israeli Defence Force has 

warned lhe government that 
retaking Palestinian-run citles is not 
4 realistic option after army war- 
games showed that it would cost 
hundreds of soldiers’ lives. 

The IDF carried out exercises 
last month to rehearse Operation 
Thorn Field, a contingency plan 
under which Israell troops would re- 
enter some or all of the seven cities 

ded over to the Palestinian 
Authority under the Oslo peace 
accords, 


newspaper, IDF generals con- 
cluded: “Israel has nothing to gain 
from a violent confrontation with 
the Palestinians. They can only lose, 
Neither will the Palestinians gain 
anything.” فت‎ E 
The possibility of such an opera- 
tlon has been raised increasingly by 
government officials as peace talks 
have stalled In recent months and 
a in Palestinian ' areas has 


After several weeks of riots in 
Hebron, the governnıent is re- 
Tg 

n € sector of the 
town If the Palestinian Authority did 
Tot take firmer measures to end the 
Unrest. In response, several hun- 
dred extra Palestinian police were 
İn the town Centre, 
ii F, he chief of the Pales- 
a Police in ' Hebron, Colonel 
riq Zald, said at the time he did 
not belleve the Israeli threats, “The 
Sracli army wil not come back 
again. They know the Palestlilans 
would fight with their lives anid 
many would die,” he said. ' 

to Yediot and Israeli 
television ‘news, the IDF generals 
TB with Col, Zaid. The predicted 

Ê death toll, based ùon the Jane 


TE 


Briefly 


A T LAST it's official; Mel 
is essenlial for putting in ply] 
the appropriate institutional fia’ 
cations for markets," says $| 
Workl Bank, reversing iS atil, 
of lhe 1980s (World Bank | 
prise policy U-turn, July. | 
Hacl Margaret Thatcher reali); * 
Adam Smith more attentively 
would have known that, far fre’ 
there being no such thing as uj 
ely, he took it as selfevidenl | 
capitalism flourished within a hue' 
tional society. : 
S Bourke, ا‎ 
Fukuyama, Japan 1 


MUST respond to Brian A Joos 

anusing reprimand July 3 
Paul Evans for using “T" instead u 
“me”. 
For a living language, the nd) 
grammar must constantly chiangeb' 
reflect the forms of every] 
speech, In the sixties, education 
realised the error of inposing ıd 
dleclass values on children anl * 
lowed thenı to use the language: 
the way they felt most comforlalk. 

‘To adjust his car to contempoeî 
British English, Mr Jones might; 
to learn the following lines and 
vite them every evening best: 
going to sleep: 

Mum made a pie for my boda 

and I; 

Him and me had it for lea. 
AMfike Kearncy, 
Lampeter, Cercdigion, ales 


IANNI VERSACE design 
cloths fr hal rare breed 
is itlractive enough lo wear Ut 
rich enuugh to ifforul the, ail 
brainless cruel to atlach guhi 
purlanve te them, A loss? Appi 
enlly so le his [mgr and 
elile, bul I suspect thal the result 
will probubly gel over it. 
Alike Pokorny, 
XI Ahans, Hertfordshire 


IM RADFORD repurls ٤ 
"(ienes sily boys WI : 
ıl girls will be sunsilive” Jur 
tnd British scicnlinls e 
ered thal nature, nol اشا‎ 
vase of boys bung t# 
being sensitive, No doubt the o 
thing Svience cliscovers is thal 
buys are nale of snips i 
and puppy clog tails, and ا‎ 1 
are made of stıgar arid 
things nice. 
Michael MacRoberts. 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 


ا 
FUTHER to the renard‏ 


research findings 
during pregnancy # 
criminal sons Jily 20), hol 
not push back further f lole 
aries of scientific kno™' . 


2 belts: 
testing for a correlation 
cigar-amoking men and tx uk 
Gordon Crawford, 

Leeds 
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Letters to the Editor and athe سی‎ 


conespondericê to: The 


the demouisalion uf Bosnians aud 
their elected reprvsenlalives. 

Dave Chandler, 

International Sucial Policy 

Research Unit, Lreds Mctrvpolitan 
University, Leeds 


Quarantine 
shames Britain 


this year, I watched a‏ ا 
prograınme by Germany's ZDF‏ 
slation on the British rabics quaran-‏ 
tine disaster: I had never thoughıt I‏ 
could ever be so embarrassed for‏ 
and by my fellow Britons, e so-‏ 
called animal lovers, with heir insis-‏ 
tence on rabies quarantine even for‏ 
animals that have been properly‏ 
vaccinated against the disease and‏ 
have had blood tests that prove tlie‏ 
efficacy of the vaccination.‏ 

Professor Dr Jürgen Unshelnı of 
Munich University made the point 
that the act of separating a pet from 
its human family and enclosing it in 
a wire and concrete cage for one €n- 
tire half year of its life in itself con- 
travenes all animal protection laws. 
We saw scenes of the conditions in 
which some of these sad and horri- 
bly distressed delainecs were kept 
at a cost to their owners of anything 
up to £2,000: wire cages with con- 
crete floors covered in excrement 
and absolutely no outlet fur exercise 
— they may not defile British soil 
by so much us one paw print. 

Now that Switzerland has also 
eradicated the clisease, I believe all 
of Western Europe is rue fron Fil 
bies. This was ichicvetl in every 
case by vaccin:tlion, not {uarinlint. 

The new government wants lu 
eliminate all kinds of public val 
practice — lhis wuld be 4 ygocl 
place lo start. 

B Locher. 
Huetlikun, Suwitazcrlund 


Canada on a 
‘slippery slope’ 
WOULD like 1o provide sean li 


1o the flurry of chererlriudingr 
tellers you bave revived froin My 


fellow vounlrynıen. 

Camada uy bave been great in 
the jist, bul I is no longer. We are 
fraginenieel ancl going ttowulill fant. 
“This is hanks in purt lo Lhe aclop- 
lon — nlmosl wilhoul reserve — ol 
the yglobalisalion ugerela,. We lave 
growing poverly, more homclens 
people — capecially here in ‘Toronto 
— and a very puur record on tlhe Un 
vironment. 

Tony Blair shoulcl have reserved 
his criticism on the environment for 
Canada rather than {he United 
States. We are the country that has 
completely abandoned the Rio 
agreements. Our former minister of 
the energy scrapped (completely!) 
Canada's commitment to ozone Te- 
ductions when the large corpora- 
tions that fund her party objected. 
Our prime minister, when asked 
about the environment, offered the 
following: “I drove one of those new 
propane buses. They are great!" 

Despite high unemployment and 
American-style social problems, 
many Canadians live in a permanent 
state of denial. Our anti-social, bush, 
ness-oriented, Americanised culture 
is ruining our country, and while 
the UN rankirig system may provide 
us with a alse sense of security the 
fact remains that we are winning thie 
race to the bottom of the soçio- 
economic ladder. 
John Richmond, 
Toronto, Canada 


need of Nato for a new mission and 


than two? In the United States, two 
weeks’ vacation a year is the norm 
and often no vacation is permitted 
during the first year of a new job. A 
third week is awarded aller five 
years, though the chances of surviv- 
ing five years at one company are 
vanishingly small. 

Vacation time is entirely a malter 
of company policy. I know a number 
of Americans who take no time off 
at all. “fm going on vacation" frc- 
quently means a long weekend, And 
this on top of work weeks that are 
virtually always in excess of 50 
hours. 

In accordance with the Aınerican 
ideal of freedom (To Those Who 
Have More Shall Be Given), the 
holders of prestigious, higher-pay- 
ing jobs enjoy considerably greater 
benefits, 

Here in Silicon Valley, where 
harsh work regimes are pervasive, a 
bizarre development has occurred. 
It is regarded as “cool” to work bru- 
tally long hours. Companies adver- 
tise free carryout dinners as a 
fringe “benefit” (I suspect that one’s 
family is not included). 

But because America is the 
cradle and guardian of freedom and 
family values you naturally have a 
choice: submit, flip hamburgers, or 
starve, 

Workaholism, and the impover- 
ished life it engenders, have been 
enshrined as a social virtue. The 
slavery of whips and chains has 
been replaced by a socially-accept- 
able, glamorised, selfpoliced vari- 
ant In which you drive a flashy car, 
sleep iıı your own bed, and are gen- 
erally too busy and exhausled to 

think about politics, Or freeduın. 
Ceril Bloch, 
Mountain View, California, USA 


Nato 's dilemma 
In Bosnia 


ARTIN WOOLLACOTT ix 

right to suggesl thal Nat 
actions in Bosnia are intimately 
linked lo lhe need 1o improve (he 
international standing of the institut 
tion, which looked as if il would be 
consignecl to the history books witlı 
the encling ùf (he cold war (Nalo 
puts its fulure on the line in Bosnia, 
July 20). 

Houwcver, the rheluric of armel 
intervention as the solution to {he 
still fragmented nature of lhe Box- 
nian state is basecl on the dubious 
premise that a handful of indivtecl 
and unindicted allegecl war crimi- 
nals are the barrier to reconcilia- 
tion. 

It would appear that any Bosnian 
Serbs in a position of power are now 
fair game as scapegoats for the lack 
of success of the Dayton peace ac- 
cords. This neglects the embarrass- 
ing fact that at elections the 
nationalist parties on all three sides 
continue to receive a popular mar- 
date, and there is very little support 
for the élitist civic groups who 
argue for cross-entity co-operation. 
One of the reasons for this is the in- 
security felt by ordinary people in 
many parts of the state, The return 
of sanctions, snatch squads and up- 
ping the stakes militarily will merely 
make the divisions worse. 

Tf Martin Woollacott put the inter- 
ests of Bosnian people before the 


some good public relations, he 
would maybe question the black 
and white morality play of evil Bosn- 
ian leaders versus the white knights 
of the international community. . 

It is a shame that the lack of a 
coherent role for Nato in the post- 
cold war era seems to necessitate 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


derıce beforehand, Public figures 
could then find that a significant 
proportion of their time is spent dig- 
ging up evidence to refute allega- 
tions made by the press. 
Retractions made by the press, 
should libel be proven, carry less 
impact than the original allegations 
and for many of the public the 
charges would have stuck, When 
professional reputations are being 
questionecl, the facts necessary to 
convince “a judge sitting alone", a 
jury, or the general public, should 
be presented concurrently. 
Philip Seddon, 
Taif, Saudi Arabia 


if E TAKE no pleasure in the 
ruin of a man . . ." you de- 
clare in your editorial on Jonathan 
Aitken June 29). Really? In that 
case, allow me to take it for you, 

Tm not alone in enjoying the 
spectacle of overweening politicians 
being brought down by tenacious 
journalists backed by an editor who 
does not turn to water at the first 
sign of a defamation writ, 

Ron Knowles, 
Kurrajong, NSW, Australia 


Americans sing 
vacation blues 


AMAL AHMED'S article on 

work weeks and annual loli 
days in Britain and Europe June 
29) would lıave been all the more in- 
teresting lıad the US been includecl 
in the comparison. What percentage 
of the workforce in Rritain or Eu- 
rope, for example, takes less that 
three weeks’ vacation a year? Less 


Newspapers should have 
to prove their allegations 


READ with interest your editorial 

cancerning the reform of the 
British libel laws in the wake of the 
Aitken trial July 13). Aitken's per- 
jury aside, and without having ac- 
cess to the relevant legislation, I do 
not feel you have ınade a convincing 
case for reversal of burden of proof. 
Ttseems logical that whoever makes 
an allegation of misconduct should 
have marshalled their evidence of 
wrong-doing before any publication 
goes to print. 

Within the field with which I am 
more familiar, conclusions based on 
scientific data are disseminated 
through peerreviewed journals. Ac- 
ceptance of a paper is dependent on 
an author having presented all the 
necessary facts in support of a Hyp0- 
thesis or in refutation of a theory. 
Drawing conclusions without the 
facts at hand is poor science: 4 
strong belief that something is so, 
despite a lack of supporting ev 
dence, is the road to scientific fraud. 

My dissatisfaction with your edi 
torial stems primarily fom your 
statement with reference to the 
Aitken case: "The one thing we 
were sure of was that he was lying. 
Proving it ... was a different mat- 
ter.” Surely responsible journalism 
requires that lhe proof has been ob- 
tained before libel proceedings re- 
quest it, otherwise on what have 
you based your certainty? A large 
newspaper exists to disseminate in- 
formation. When the information 
makes allegations about tlie con- 
duct of an individual, however pub- 
lic his or her position, it should 
preserıt the facts that support the al- 
legalions. 

Jf the onus of proof were on the 
spotlighted individu, then less 
scrupulous journalists would have 
little incentive to assenıble lıarcl evi- 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 
Gun law returns 
to haunt Karachi 


After February's elections, when 
lhe MQM joinet the governing 
coalition in Sindh province, the peo- 
ple of Karachi hapal the peace 
brought by a police crackdown in 
1995 would lıold. Once {hc MOM 
had a slice of powcr, they thought, it 
would be in ils interests tu tame ihe 
gunmen who have held Karachi 
losinge. 

But that dil not happen. With the 
MQM in power, the gnies of 
Karaclhi's central prison vpcnucd. 
Many of the lundreels who walked 
free hirl been juilud on lrunped-up 
charges duriyg the 1905 reps 
uf the MQM, Olhery were nut 
nocenl, anl wre dulerınin 
take revvngu. 

"Yat have gunmen fur hire," sail 
Nlazdak. 

About 27U people have diel in the 
cily since February, antl he police 
appvar unable to cope. The ruleuse 
of the mililunts, and the i 


tle force, says Yusuf Jitmeu) ûf tl 
viizens" police Tio comnsiee. 

“If people lise confidence in 
law enforcetenl igonvies, Yeu Ciul- 


The MOQME nlite iit 
has started ngiuin bul 1 
rise in violence un rueeldll 
akislan's intelligence agenviws. 

In the past bwe clecades, Karahi 
his suffered rulalive neglect. 

‘Ihe MQM's war ugainst lhe stile 
drove industry (rum thu ity, desr 
ening an vmployment crisis arid ru ; 
ducing funds available fur civic 
services. 

And the mafias have pickcd up 
the pieces: supplyinz water, for u 
charge, and running public trans- 
port. The result has been chaos. 
® A policeman who led a crack- 
down on the MQM was killed in 
Karachi this week, police said. 
Aslam Hayat, aged 35, was shot by 
three gunmen. 


Aid agencies say they were duped 
into laying a trap for refugees around 
Shabunda by encouraging them to 
come out of the forest for food. 

The United Nations tribunal on 
Rwanda's genocide said it seized 
seven suspects in Nairobi last week, 
including a former prime minister, 
Jean Kambanda. 
© The UN Secretar y-General Kofi 
Annan this week agreed to an İnves- 
tigetion into massacres in former 
Zaire that date back to March 1, 
1993. Mr Kabila had refused to allow 
the Investigation unless it covered 
periods before his six-nıonth rebel 
revolt. . 


DEMOCRATIC 
, REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO 


,_S20km 


Suzanne Goldenberg 


HEY came in and sat down 
opposite his (lesk like any 

other prospective clienls. 
Naveed Hussein, an architect, rose 
to fetch water and rejoinccl his 
gusts. The two men pulled out 
guns and shot hiın. 

He survivecl, and is now unler 
police guard in Karachi's Aga Khan 
hospital. But he has been left unable 
1o speak and lis vision is blurred. 

Nobudy his buen arrestcel for lh 
attack, on July 8, or for Ihe murrler a 
few diys earlier of the head of Ihe 
cleciricily board. In a city long 
custome lo violence, Ihc altacks 
AFC SEU O4 AN UGE eum Liu 
have nearly destroyed Uu cily in Ihe 
pist devade ire tuking on i1 hew 
fora 

Karachi has sven iH all in ihe 13 
years since He Mohajir Quami 
Movement was creutect: from ethnic 
unrest through ruthless police re 
pression lo iulernecine feudiny. The 
MQM, wliich claims to represent 
Muslinıs who arrived nfler Paki. 
stan inlepvndteuce nud thu divi 
sion uf Brilish Indin 50 years ayo, 
launcheel a siruggle which cuickiy 
descended iro violent protests, ancl 
then sheer lerrur, 

Now {le men of violence appeiır 
lo have fuund new masters in lhe 
powerful mafias that profit frum the 
Karathi atlministration's failure tû 
provide basi¢ services: housing, 
transporl, employnıent, and uven 
water. 

Mr Hussein had dared to chal 
lenge Karachi's powerful mafia rul- 
ing the construction industry, He 
prodded bureaucrats to enforce zon- 
ing bylaws and’ take action against 
land grabbers. 

“I asked him if he could guess 
who it was and he said 'no’ because 
he had been lhreatenéd so many 
times before," said his brother, 
Mazdak, a newspaper columnist. 


Truth that lies buried in Congo's killing fields 


Chris McGreal in 
Bukavu uncovers strong 
new evidence of genocide 


IK villagers led the way up 
the narrow path off the majn 


Bukavu, on the far eastern border of 
the former Zaire. One carrled 4 
spade. He knew where he was 

, but the final marker.was an 
arm which rigor mortis had' slowly 
wormed „Out of the ground to 
kan him towards the first of the 


The European Union and the 


United States have said future ald to 
the bankrupt country — its coffers 
long plundered by the exiled; ailing 
despot Mobutu Sese Seko — de- 
pends on full co-operation vith the 
UN investigation. That did not stop 
Mr, Kabila blocking it while de- 
manding Mr Garreton's removal. 
The UN has bowed to the pressure. 
A new investigator İs expected to be 
appointed shorlly, but the delay has 
baht more line to destroy evi« 
ence. 


Around Bukavu, forces fighting 


for Mr Kabila killed several hun- 
dred Rwandan and Burundlan 
Hutus at Chimanga cınp, 40km 
from the city, in November. 


Among the maln killing fields is 


Shabunta, wher¢ there are eye-wit- 
ness accounls of : Rwandauded 
sduads carrying out surnmary exe- 
cutlions of Hulu men. A Rwandan 
army officer, known (o UN officials 
as Commander Jackson, Identifles 
‘himself as “The. Exterminator", He 
is said to have boasted ıs misslon 
was to pursue Hutu refugees. 


Credible witnesses report al 


least three mass graves in the 
Slabunda area, thought fo contain 
the corpses of thousands of people, 
‘including children and babies, . - 
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gagged protesters demonstrate in Hong Kong 
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Business moves against workers 


Andrew Higgins in Hong Kong 


AM YIU-CHUNG, a former de- 

partment store wintlow dresser 
who now sits in the inner circle of 
Hang Kong's new lite, went to {he 
Landon Schoul of Economies {o 
slucly rale untinrıs just as Margarel 
Thilcher set about extending her 
victory over ihe miners iuto a gerr 
eral rout of Brîtishı labour. 

Tutlny, he is parl of a speclacle 
that nol even Mrs Thatcher could 
havê engineered. A leacler of Hong 
Kong's biggest (rude union, he is 
working ard to bury collective bar- 
gaining and overturn other nodest 
Irade union viglıts granted in the 
last days of colonial rule. 

“It is easy to be a hero or a martyr 
but it is not always easy to explain 
why certain things are necessary,” 
Mr Tam, a veteran labour ac- 
tivist and appointed legislator who 
last week voted to suspend a raft of 
legislation expanding trade union 
Powers. "Of course, Î feel a bit un- 


The end of British rule has made 
a lot of people unconıfortable, rot 
because they liked the British but 
because they disliked them. The de- 


funding system untouched. Hs parture of Governor Chris Palen 
has removed whl was for ınany, 
particularly in the pra-China camp, 
{he convenient smokescreen of 
Sino-Brilish struggle. 

Nr Tam is vivechairnıan of the 
Fueration of Trade Unions {FTU), 
a Beijing-bancked organisation thal 
stagecl violent strikes anıl sercamed 
Manist slogans befurt being or- 
dered lo ceınbrace "stability and 


lanl part uf tbis policy for lhe Chi- 
nese government is nul Hong Kony 
peaple runuing Heong Kong but 
Hong Kong lycoons running Hong 
Kong." 


Mr Tung's decision lo make surs- 
pension of labour laws the first lask 
for a new legislalure reflects the 
power of the ascendant business 


“Now the handover has hap- 
pencrl, the businessmen are gel’ 
ling their revenge,” sail Mr Lee, 
wlio lends the Cun(ederatiun of 
Trade Unions, a sıualler, more vo- 
ciferous rival to the FTU. "The 
business sector has complete con 
trol of the current atlninistration. 
They have nothing 1o0 worry 


Rival (rade unionists say Lhe 
FIU's loyally lo Beijing has muint 
selling out the workers lu svrve the 
tycoons in whuse hands the Chi- 
nest Communist Party has plavecl 
the management of Hon Kong. Mr 
Taunt sits in the executive council of 
Tung Chee-hwa, who took over 
fron Mr Patten. He also has a seal 
in a handpicked legislarure stacked 
with businessnı€n. 

“There is an unholy alliance be- 
tween tycoons and tradê unionists," 
said Lee Cheuk-yan, author of the 
labour rights approved by the old 
legislature in June and suspended 
by its replacement last week. 

“Behind this alliance is Beijing. 
China decides the general policy in 
Hong Kong, And the atost impor- 


Laws enshrining collective bar- 
gaining and other trade union rights 
have not been repealed, the govern- 
ımnent says, merely (rozen pending 
review. But this suggests only a 
ruse to deflect criticism. 

The International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions condemned 
the (reezing of new rights as “a slap 
in the face for Hong Kong workers, 
who were the source of Hong 
Kong's economic miracle”, 


They rounded up a few dozen peo- 
ple they betieved to be Hutus from 
across the border, including women 
and children. Some were allowed to 
go. The rest were killed. Among 
them was one of the men in the 
opened grave. He was hit about the 
head with a gun. His nose and face 
were smashed with a rock, Then 
one of the soldiers pierced his eyes 
with his bayonet. As he writhed on 
the ground, . the “rebels” turned 
their attention to the other two men. 
The villagers were later forced to 


cide of Rwanda's Tutsis three years 
ago, but there were . also many 
women and children. 

Aid workers and United Nations 
officials accuşe Mr Kabila's troops 
of sentencing thousands of people 
to death by exhaustion and hunger. 
Otlers were.doomed by the many 
diseases thriving In the Congo 
basin's rainforests. But there is also 
growing evidence of killings by mili- 
tary death squads, some led by 
Rwandan soldiers. 1 

Roberto Garreton, the Chilean 
lawyer appointed by, the UN to .in- 
vesligalte allegations of massacres, 
issued a cepar{ this month idenlify- 
ing the sites of 134 mass killings 
blame on Mir Kabila's army or 
those backing it. “The methods 
used were deliberate, premeditated 
massacres,” sald the report, 

. Mr Kabila's government nccusos 
those refugeca who suy they wit- 
nessed kiings of ying. The forelgıı 
minister, Bizima .Karaha, said the 
only mass gravés.ln Congo were for 
the victims of cholera or murders by 


member, Germany produce ik 
more than half the ie 
e finance ministers hill. 
$6.5 billion a year too mucitol™. 


ion by Rwanda's de- 
fence minister and. vice-president, 
General Paul Kagame, that his 
largely T\ıtsi army led Laurent Ks- 
bila's rebellion in the rechırislened 
Congo has reinforced suspicions 
that his soldiers also played a lead- 
ing role ln the systematic nurder of 
Hutu refugees — remnanls of the 
1 million Rwandans who fled into 
theır-Zaire in 1994, 

Most were driven home ' to 
Rwancla at the outbreak of the rebel- 
lion in Zaire imı October, but more 
than 200,000 who headed west were 
hunted across 1,000 miles of then- 
Zairean territory. through the eight 
month war, ' Among (hem: were 
militiamen responsible for the geno- 


The man went to work with a 
shovel. He did not have to dig deep 
o uncover first one, then three, 
mutilated corpses. 
ones died slowiy. See,. he 
no eyes, They killed others just 
n Maybe 20 or 30 are 


„(wo of the villagers winessed the 
killings Of the three men. They said 
Rwandan or Burun- 
dan Hutus, "The killere were Tutsis. 

weren't from here. They did 

Hike us. They had smart 
8. Tm sure they were Rwar- 
said the man with the spade. 

villagers described how the 
descended --in January 


state's gross domestic P" اا0‎ 

on GDP per capita and P»" ا‎ 
0 
ا‎ 


No one knows how many gonuine 
refugees arc missing, let alone tlre 
number dead. The UN says more | 
than 40,000 people are unaccounted ' 


other EU countries in SY gl, 


German uy 
at burden of ` 
contributions! 


fan Traynor In Bonn 


Cheruomyrdin said. “1 think that 
Russin shoulkl be in the European 
Union with all ıe implications and 
consequences, not dll uf whiclı will 
be easy [or us.” 

Mr Chernomyrtlin sail (his goal 
took clear precedence over any CON 


cern that Russia might be puıt at a dis- ingly fed up with funding hy 
advantage by future EU enlargement | sels, Germany this week ori 
to ihe east. Asked whether he was | reclaim some of its contribu 
equally content lo sec one or more | the European Union budgd tj 
of the Baltic states join, he replied: | demanded refornı of funding, 


*[t is the European Union's own 
business whom they invite lo join." 

In private, senior EU officials 
expressed scepticisnı tlıat Russia 
would ever he considered for full 
EU membership. 

“Russia is a hugely imporlant 
partner and our new agreement 
holds out the prospect of an even- 
tual full customs union between 
Russia and the Union," a diplomat 
said. "In the meantime, we have to 
work together to achieve other de- 
sirable joint goals, such as Russia's 
membership of the World Trade 
Organisation.” 


The foreign minister, Ky 
Kinkel, said Bonn was no 
wilting to bear the burden oz 
ing more than half the net cnt, 
tions to the EU treasury, dû, 
Bavarian prime minister, Bind 
Stolber, called for negotiatios j’ 
next year on a e aia: 
“The aim is fairer burden; 
among EU membera,” Mr Kil 
said. 

The Brussels scheme hit = 
gered Bonn by leaving the Ri 


ever, the budget is nat ihe e; 
element to upset Germany. Juli 
Borchert, the German agi 
ıninister, has sharply criticised 
Commission's proposals on rer 
of farm subsidies, saying tf 
unacceptable to Bonn. 1 

In terıns of nel conlribulis' 
Brussels’ coffers — what ã OIC: 
pays in, minus what it receivestei 
from the EU budget — Germs 
far and away the main El f+ 
master. Confidential gudlls dz 
up by the finance ministers ol 
many's L6 federal states last pz 
uslimale thal e 1919, bE 
many accounte 
net coins t0 E 

ross lerms, Germany pays aK- 
0 per cent of the EU budget 
the nel level rises to almost DE 
cel when e front Brusk 
are considered. 

‘The finance ministers ei 
showed that in 1995 Gem 
almost $15 billion net to he F 
more than double ا‎ of Fur 
and Britain coınbin: 

“Germany is the biggest 
iributor although wee 
ımediunvranking in the EU po 
ity league," Mr Stoiber ald. ر‎ 
complained that Luxemboug, e 
Denmark, for example, wert e 
than Germany per € ا‎ 
ton, but drawing ou 
thanı they pay in. 

Mr Kinkcel said the way cot 
tions were calculated hak 
changed since ft pend 
many, the EU's most 
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cent of the EU's GDP but. 


that Germany is 


sels. : 

The huge costs İ 
man unification, 
nıent, falling tax 


He estimated that the increase in 


corporation tax from 36.6 per cent to Î public finances crisis f€ ا‎ 


increase in corporate capital gains j EU funding. Over. 2 
aC 


40 per cent in 1997 and 1998, and an | to mobilise German di 


tax from 19 to 41.6 per cent, would j state elections are due, 
raise 22 billion francs, The total sav- j in national electiong. The 


ings of 32 billion francs amounted to | issue is an easy large’ a 


0.4 per cent of GDP — enough to Mr Stoiber said t ا‎ 
satisfy Maastricht criteria. : 
Ja» Traynor in Bonn adds: The d on. F 
German finance minister, ‘Theo 
Waigel, said he did not regard the 
French tax rises as cooking the 
books for the sake of the euro. He 
conceded that the euro was incon- 
ceivable without. German and 
French participation but said he had 
been reassured by Paris that France 
would make the grade. 


calculating cont 
longer be base 


power. 
® Austra and Italy 


controls after a 


Tle commissioner for cnlarge- 
ment, Hans van den Broek, sail that 
the progress ınadc by countries 
such as Romania would be reviewed 
annually to see if it “ınight justify 
bringing qew countries into acces- 
sion negotiations". 

Romania may be able to join 
membership negotiations a year or 
so after they begin in January with 
the group of six. 

Russia too has expressed its 
ambition to become a full member 
of the European Union as part of its 
strategy for global econoınic inte- 
gration and closer co-operation with 
the West. 

Speaking after meeting Mr Santer 
In Brussels last Saturday, the Russ- 
ian prime minister, Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin, gave a cautious backing to 
the EU's decision to begin negotia- 
tions with new member states in 
central and eastern Europe — in 
marked contrast to Moscows un- 
happiness about Nato enlargement. 

“We are preparing for full mem- 
bership of the European Union and 
all our efforts are designed to 
achieve this in due time," Mr 


'000 ecus 


Luxermbourg 
Denmark 
Belgium 
Austrla 
Germany 
Franca 
Netherlands j| | 
LA Bn 
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UK 
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Ireland Û 
Span 
Portugal 
Greece Û 
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4 FOCUS ON EUROPE 


Lithuania pass the test of demo- 
cracy and human rights, but are ad- 
vised that they must make more 
economic and legal reforma. 

‘To compensate those rejected for 
immediate membership negotla- 
tions, the EU is proposing a “Euro- 
pean conference" to build 
co-operation on foreign policy, im- 
migration, justice and the fight 
against international crime. 

While generally welcoming the 
report, Members of the European 
Parliament warned of the dangers of 
creating a new division İn eastern 
Europe which would cut through 
ethnic communities, Speakers re- 
ferred to the risks of a split between 
Hungary on the one hand, anıd Ro- 
mania and Slovakia — which have 
Hungarian-spesking minorities — 
on the other. 

The Commission president, 
Jacques Santer, insisted no country 
would be excluded once it could 
show it had met economic and polit- 
ical conditions, “There will be no 
such thing as ‘in’ countries and ‘out’ 
countries: rather there will be the 
"inıg' and the ‘pre-ins',” he said. 


Row brews as six get nod to join EU 


John Palmer in Strasbourg 


HE European Commission 

has been told it may have to 

increase the pqumber of coun“ 
tries with which it negotiates Euro» 
pean Union membership beyond 
the recommended list it released in 
its Agenda 2000 report last week. 

Members of the European Parlla- 
ment are worried that a split in east- 
ern Europe between applicants 
selected for membership and those 
asked to wait could inflame latent 
disputes over frontiers and ethnic 
minority communities. 

In its report on enlargement, the 
Commission insists that only 
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Repub- 
lic, Estonia, Slovenia and Cyprus 
are ready for the economic, political 
and legal commitments which go 
with EÛ membership. 

Slovakia ia told bluntly that ita 
violations of democracy and human 
rights rule it out for now. To its êv 
dent anger, Turkey is also ruled out 
for early membership because of 
human rights abuses. 

Bulgaria, Romania, Latvia and 


Agricultural reform tO support Europe’s poor relations 


GDP per capita {ai Purchasing Power Standards), 1995. 


farmers, not market prices 


southern Europe with their 
small farms and inefficient 
methods, but could be good 
news for most British farmers 
who as a whole lıave larger, 
more productive farms. 

‘The loss of subsidies such as 
compulsory set-aside may apur 
them to compete by selling thelr 
produce onı world markets. The 
National Farmers’ Union esti- 
mated that British cereal farm- 
ers could lose $550 million in 
subsldiea, dalry farmers 

33 milllon and beef producers 

150 miftion but that these 
could be offset by the freedom to 
sell on the world market. 

Bruasels argues that cereal 
farmers have been over-comperi- 
aated in recent years because 
the subsidy mechaniam has not 
taken account of high prices. 

The alternative to reform, the 
Commisslon points out, i8 to 
gpend more money on storing 
surplus food mountains and pay- 
Ing for more land to be kept fal- 
low. Farmers in Spain, France, 
Italy, Greece and even Germany 
may not object to that If they 
maintain their proaperity. And it 
will be thelr governments, in the 
council of ministers, who will ul- 
timately decide on reform. 
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Stephen Bates in Brussels 


N A modest overhaul of the 

common agricultural policy — 
which absorbs nearly half the 
European Union’s budget, or 
about $45 billion a year — the 
Enırapean Commission last week. 
proposed a reatructuring to 
channel money to farmera rather 
than maintaln artificially high 
prices for their produce. 

The Commission also wanta to 
allocate funda to promote the 
environment and more ecologl- 
cally frlendily farming methoda. 
Funds would be available for 
hard-pressed rural communitiea 
and alternative employment. 

The changes, to be introduced 
gradually, would be cushioncd 
by the growing underspend of 
the cultural budget —- more 
than §1 billion this year and 
double that next ا‎ id by 
buoyant prices and surplusea. 

However, farmers will lose in- 
come once exposed to the open 
market — perhaps a 10 per cent 
decrease in eupport prices over 
the next decade. Franz Fiachler, 
the agriculture commiasioner, 
sald: “Our objective is to com- 
pensate differences in income 
not differences in price.” 

‘This is bad news for the sub- 
sidised peasant farmers of 


Big business to foot Jospin’s euro bill 


million} was criticised by the eme 
ployers’ organisation, the CNPF, 
which said: “You cannot treat com- 
panies as if they are an endless 
treasure trove of money from which 


you can help yourself to make up fo 
excessive public spending.” 


‘The budget was timed to coincide 
with an official audit of state finances 
which put public deficit in 1997 at 
between 3.5 and 3.7 per cent of GDP, 

The finance and Industry minis- 
ter, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, said 
governmeht departments would 
save 10 billion francs this year, ih 
cluding 2 billion francs from defence, 


Britain and Š per cent higher than in 


the United States. 


Judging it politically expedient 
not to call on individuals to make 
sacrifices for the single currency 
target, the prime minister, Lionel 
Jospin, ruled out income tax, in- 
creases or culs to the welfare 5ys- 
tem. In 1885, his rightwing 
predeceseor, Alain Juppé, took thê 
opposite course and it led to a 


monthHong general strike. 


But Mr Jospin's proposal tem- 
porariiy to increase corporatiori tax 
for cormpanlea with a turnover of 
more than 50 million franca ($83 


Alex Duval Smith in Paris 


HE French Socialist govern- 
ment's first budget was greeted 
with scepticism by business leaders 


this week, 


Aimed at bringing the deficit as 
close as possible to the Maastricht 
criteria of 3 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product, it requires big business 
to pay the lion’s share of the bill by 
temporarily increasing corporation 
fax to one of the highest rates in 


Europe. 


At 4Û per cert, the tax on busi- 
ness ia 9 per cent higher than in 
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GP fundholding under the knife 


“We want to ensure (hat honpitals 
give preference le urRemM pallets 
r" the neetls uf nonurgenl pa- 
tents", he saiel. 

The announceuwnt was wel- 
coined by the British Meclical Asso- 
cialiun, which stressed {hal ceuily 
should nol be delivered al the vx- 
pense uf quality. lun Bugil 
man of {he nssacialion’ 
doctor camıni al: “This is an 


opportunily for levelling up, nol 


tevelling (own. 
@ London's lı 
walchelag 
cudily 
the King's Fund, 
heth thinkdtank, 
lu aelelilion, i ciysilaltwide ancy 


lb services nel a 
y to ensure lipgl- 
s4 the capital, 
au iblependett 


health aulli 
ing projets, 


group on the constitution, saicl 
the question of marriage had to 
he resolved. Spcaking on BBC 
radio, he suggested the Church 
of England “live with" the 
prince’s choice of lifestyle. 

However, the Rev John Haw 
thorne, vicar of Tetbury, necar 
Highgrovc, said: “I do not see 
how he could be Defender of the 
Faith of a church whase laws he 
is ignoring, being an admitted 
adulterer," 


aud other NHS aff, many of whut 
have found Hur unfair Iwu-licr sys: 
teın repugnant lo adlıuinisleı,” 

Mir Dobson said NEES chief exec 
ulive Alan langlands would be writ- 
ing lo health authorily ind trust 
clef executives telling {hem that 
trusts mul continue lo opernle al 
vomnwn waiting list for urgent atl- 
ınisslons regardless of who is Cotn- 
missioning the cart. 

In addition, hvallh authorities 
ust have maximum waiting {inte 
simdards commun to all patirnts. 
Within Huıl Cummon stanclartl the 
almissian af residents fur ral 
urge Irelment tıımt be solely or 
thr basis uf clinicid priarily, 

"A pese a lealth aulhurity at 
GP Fundholder ¢ 

1 


ıs smells 
eut uf te wine 
dow anl patients are aclnillesl jist 
1a Me caulracts," Mr [olka said. 


Highgrove party sparks debate on accession 


marquee in Higlıgrove's grounds. 

The party has been inter- 
preted as an attempt to bring 
their relationship Into the pen. 
But it has intensified debate over 
the prince becoming head of the 
Church of England on accession 
to the throne, and whether he 
can maintain such a position 
after having admitted a 25-year 
adulterous relationship, 

The Labour MP Tony Wright, 
who chaira a Commons all-party 


Chris Mihltl 


HE 1wusicr system of (iP 
fundholding will be serapyıed 

from nexl April, ending une uf 
the most conlroversinl Tury re- 
forms. 

Fundholding doctors wilh their 
own budgets will no longer be able 
to buy care for their palienls aheacl 
of equally sick paticuts from nun- 
fundholdingr practices, 

The Health Secretary, Frank 
Dobson, said that in fulure patienls 
coull be sure Ihey wauld be iaulnıit- 
lec lo hospital on the basis of clini 
cal need alone, nol who w: 

“This is the beginnir 
of (he twodtier NHS. This Ciavern- 
ments maniteste CoinIit 
i health service where access is 
basul on need aud vel alone — 
nol ım yulur abilily lw piy tir who 
your GI happens 1u bu, 

"I ix» also gand news for luclors 


RINCE Charles put his 

relationship with his lover 
Camilla Parker Bowles on a 
public footing last week when he 
threw a lavish party’ to celebrate 
her 50th birthday at his 
mansion in Gloucestershire, 
writes Susie Steiner, 

Mra Parker Bowles, wearing a 
navy sleeveless silk dress with a 
diamond and pearl necklace, 
was firat to arrive for the five- 
course dinner, held in a 


Parents, how are you hanging? 


in Exeter, mong. None of {hen is 
flattering. Lush, lolly, xorgt, lag- 
ging and fin’ arv compliments. 
Skank, mum andl rank are nol — 
they mean horrible, unaltraclive, 
ancl Luly awful. 

Jennie Miell (rom Oxford Diclir 
naries said the list included some 
words which wer'c being revived ly 
the young, including spoon — idiot 
~~ a word first recorded with that 
meaning in 1799, 

“A similar survéy lasl yvar re 
ported 4 cluile (lifferent sel of 
words, which uuderlines how 
changeable teenage slang tends to 
be. Al lhis stagc İt is iınposstble to 
predict. wliiétll words or usage will 
become sufficicnlly established for 
inclusion İn a dictionary.” 


tional welfare, anıl the correct reply 
is either high (ınppy) or low (sad). 

When the lacl comes in late aul 
cannûl speak, yoıı may have clicked 
him scunncl on peve — cauglıt 
linı drunk on alcohol. Don't worry 
if he asks yout for snash or scran, he 
wanls monty, not drugs, and yuu 
can always say no. 

‘This insight into the language of 
teenagers comes Irom a survey of 
800 schoulchildlren aged 1J to 18 by 
Dillans ancl Oxford Dictionaries. 
They found an abun(ance of insults 
as wull as big regional varialions. 
Even those on the Planet Teen will 
not always uuılerstand each ulher. 

iıı Glasgow, you might be called a 
ntiinghawk, ir . Peterborough or 


Poole, skanky, in Brighton, serag, or 


Sarah Boseley 


OW DO you know if you have 
been insulted by a leenager? 
Unless you are under 20 yourself, it 
is hard to know wlıcther to cuff 
them round the ear or give theın û 
kiss, but if (ley call yuu a grundy, 
ferrel, fake or a spoon, (lo not re 
spond wilh a weak snıile. 
Teerı-speak clianges so fast that il 
can make 4 pırent eggy (siresscd) 
and chonged (tired) just {rying 1u 
gct their head arouîkl il, even afler a 
bonkers (fun) day Hi the office 
when yuu ınight have come home 
buzzing or logs! (excellent). 
If your little bundle of joy asks 
you how you are hanging, slay cool, 
She is inquiring afler your eme 


The Week in Britain James Lewis 


Dearing report marks end 
of free higher education 


HE CHERISHED ideal of free 

higher education for all has 
finally been abancloned with the 
Government accepling the ccniral 
findings of the Conuuiltee of 
Inquiry into Higher Education, 
chairetl by Sir Ron Dearing, which 
is [ikely 1o recommend that stu- 
denls should contribtıte towards thie 
cosls ul 1hcir university tulitlonı. 

University tuition ceasel 1o be 
“free” many years ago when the 
value uf the slale's maintenance 
xanl was prgged and iı lan 
slheme inlroducecl to cover the 
shurlfall. Most gracluates now leave 
uiversity wilh a debt to be rvpaidl 
once hey gul jobs. 

n future, however, students wilt 
also be reqtired lo pay £L,ONta year 
warls (he cust of heir Luilion bul, 
to soflen the impncl, the Govern- 
menl is expeclsl 10 cxempl {hose 
whese parents carn less hun 
THUUN, I may iilso exenpL trainee’ 
wachers andl ductors, lo eneuurige 
sunny people into the caring profes 
lS. 

A sliding svale of [ees will opurale 
were pırenlıl incemes ire bu- 
wec LIHUOD ane Cl, MU, ot whiclı 
wil the tall CLH lucornes 
payable. A mildl-elass hacklush 
Gn be ruled oul, inl surme com 
pained thal “New Tatbunir, New Ku u, Elizabeth France, 
'vufed | called n Ihe publi to be’ nure 
assertive about challenging gut 
menl antl conuuercitl dkui 
which were autosing al tnprovt 
dented amounl uf inforuitinn ot 
individuiıl. 

Alhough organisations thal holcl 
persunal inforimalion un cilnpnulers 
ure legally requirvıl to register with 
the Data Prutection Agency, Mrs 
Irance complained that security 
ancl intelligence services refused to, 
claiıning exemplion on grounds of 
“national security". This (lenied the 
public the right lo know whal 
inforıuation was hell about thenı., 


and, more recently, by the Chan- 
cellor's unexpected budget raid oıı 
pension funds, 


LEADING procuthanasia doc- 

ter, Dr Michael Irwin, aclmitted 
helping aa many as 50 terıninally ill 
patients to dic and provoked Ihe 
Brilish Medical Assaviation int 
calling for a murder investigation. 

Dr Irwin, uf Hove, asl Sussex, 
said he was Irying lo expose lhe 
hypocrisy of the “Mouble vftecl” 
principle. “Double effect is wlerr 
doctors will prescribe puin killers or 
sClatives so that iner ME elses 
are givun 1o kill Ihe prit el, inci- 
dentally, the puienl ivs.” Most 
goo doclors lad done his but 
well “never aclmit Ihal Hey live 
given il lo honour a [xuieuls re- 
guest lu die", 

Dr Irwin, who is chiiriau of the 
Voluntary Eulhiınisin Saviely, in 
caltpaigning for it change in tlie 
1H61 Suicide Act, whiclı makes il an 


Hil Peuples — was formel if: 
ruary 1 five Inonths bk 
Aunt San was killd and #. 
U Siw was in Lantlolı as portsi: 
independence’ negolialing F7 
One of tre fenuurclinp nienibets i: 
Frank Owen, eelitar of ihe P- 

j. The cunnevtions befir 


Mi 
this grou ul Û! Saws photic; 
JI Aung Sin are distudai: 
Close. 8 
“The koy figure wits Sir Regis" 
Lerman Sınillı, wl had kd’ 
cuunlry thruugh U Saw wht 
was prime minister there durin 
wir. When Durim Sinith rete. 
1o Burma ûs guvernnr aller he: 
he lil refused tu a 
San. ‘iis refusal, ime his pers 
hatred of the nationalist leader. 
to bis recall lo London in 1946 


T HIS group believed iM % 
rate independence f 
uf Burnua’s ethnic nulnok:’ 
especially the Karens, who 
becn adamant on gaining inet 
dence from Burma since the fî 
the war, and not without E 
IM2, when Aung San E 
Burun ndepentlence AY ۳ 
Hurma will ihe Japanese i 
Karens remaincl loyal 

Brilish. Avy San's troops i 
crerl whole villages, creating û 
pallityy legacy of distrust 

sıır vives to this day. 


npriuing Data Prolectitn 


wns of inevilability, 

Fur (huse whose parents cannut 
u wÎ nul shoulder the burden, a 
new loan stheme will allow studenls 
ti burtuw up tu £B,UUO 1 year, $0 
grıduales coulrl start Lheir working 
lives wilh a deb ùf aroun £10,000 
10 repay, Even so, the exlra meney 
raised — £1 billinn by 2002 — falls 
far short of the higher education 
funding gap. This already silands at 
£ billion, and university vicechan- 
vellors and principals threatened at 
onc stage to iınposc their owti “top- 
up" fees without waiting for the 
Dearing report. 


RIMINAL charges are to be 

broıtghl against the Milford 
Haven Port Authority and ils har- 
bour ınaster, Clive Andrews, for 
their role in the Sea Empress oll 
tanker disaster in February last 
year, when nıore than 56,000 tonnes 
of crude oil spilled on to the Pem- 
brokeshire coast. 

An inquiry blamed the inexperi- 
ence and lack of iraining of the lıar- 
bour pilot, the failure to use enough 
tugs, and "confrontation" between 
pilots and the port authority, 


NEW system of retirement 
pensions will be in place be- 
lore the next general election if a 
5 wide-ranging policy review comes 
Afler {he war, Aung San al“ | LP with some workable solutions 
ers argued that the Karens jul lor eventually reducing reliance on 
detached from the ret oi the State pension which, at its basic 
Burınese people and اا‎ l, is now worth only £62.45 fûr 
the nations would be di a single person or £99.80 for a 
Attlee governnıent agreed but: pk ا‎ 
iıı Conservative circles did ot, € review will focus on ways of 
Dorman Smith and his i. ensuring that more people have a 
felt strongly 1hat they shoul 3#cund-tier pension. Central to this 
down their loyal warime. i; | 6 he idea of a “stakeholder” 
They also felt that Aung Si 2 &heme under which the private 
natlonnlist leadership OE 1 stor would offer approved, low- 
Burma into the communi *, | €“! and flexible arrangements to 


whereas the Karens would ™, | ll the needs of iadivicluals who 
tlonably remain pro” lot; "gi Ccupational pensions. 

territory the Karena Py, |, zenship” pensions are 
Karenistan, included ار‎ e for those who spend their 
Burma's richest mineral | iS caring for children or depen 


dent relatives and who, f 

deposits. gf | Sm or tuıoth: e 
۴ thought HEY „oF tuother, earn tao little to be 

Ee ا‎ Bill? 2 to contribute to a second per- 

p killing lA. lîl. The details of this, however, 

$! | are worryingly vague, 

Since pension reform carries 


San, as the ence RE 
were responsible for ی‎ polltical risk for little political 
ard, the Government's decision 


damaging act in the ot 
1i we WO 
Burma. lt is a ا اا‎ Û act ا ا‎ 
rein bê oot 1 E one. But it could be hard | 
2 : a re public 1 
day's short-sighted polik! enslons. "That I 
pulation. | he 19808" scandal over rnisaelling 


Martin Walker Is on holkday 


were involved in the 


Aung San, far riglıt, with his wife and fnmily including, front, his cmugthier Aung San Suu hy ir 


him are still seer. Aer pressure, 
iM rele then 
Vivian 
in JH7I. lis mn 
pers with lis solicitet 
with instructions fer hem 10 bu: 
burned at his death, sı wı’ will 


air in (he Public 
Record Office wis nul ivailble in 
lif, In ù top serl men (o 
Whlllall by (he British abi 


Oulu, 
virt 
convinced thu Ihre was Br 


working witlı British support for Ib’ 
wverthrow of Aung Sins govern 
menl. Hr (hinks Jola SMewirl Binu 
ley was the ınildleman bvlwen 
U Saw and û jowerful group of 
people in Loulou led by a former 
Governor of Burmit al Conserve 
tive cabinet minister, Sir Reginald 


the brutal gunmen in Rugguost fantt 
to {he cunforlable Conservative 
nı here whe incied U Saw 


And no one did. Until now, Other 
documents released by the Forcign 
Office reveal a cunspiratorial group 
of Conservative politicians, soldiers 
and other public figures who were 
devoted to the overthrow of the gov- 
ernment of independent Burma be- 
fore and after the transfer of power 


The documents show that the 
group —— the Friends of the Burma 


sitting in his armchair 
sipping whisky. He 
sald: ‘There must be 


Mountbatten, the Supreme Alliecl 
Commander in Soutlıeast Asia, re 
gnrflerl Aung San as a potentially 
useful asset against {he retreating 
Japunese. So il was thal 3(year-olcl 
Aung San led lhe Burmese nalioıal 
army across tv the British just in 
time for victory in Rangueni, 

At the end of the war' Aung San 
was indisputably the most signifî- 
cant figure in Burmese polilics. 1u 
1947, he negntiated Burma's incle- 
pendênce from Britain with 
Clement Attlee. His assassination 
was one of the most calastroplıic 
political murders of moclern limes 
— in relalive terms more (lesiruc- 
tive even than the killing of John F 
Kennedy. And, Jike thal more fa- 
mous tleath, il is also shrouded in 
nnystery. 

‘The official history says a rival 
Burmese politician motivated by l'e- 
venge and jealousy killecl Aung San. 
But recently (leclassifiecl British 
government documents and new 
wilnesses lave thrown new light on 
lle mystery. 

What is not disputed is that Aung 
San antl his cabinet members were 
killed by gumen wha {ben re- 
turnerl cheering to Ue house of a 
former Burmese prime minister, 
U Saw. 

Carlyle Seppings, the British CID 
officer who arrested U Saw, remenı- 
bers his coolness. “He was sitting in 
his armchair sipping whisky. When 
I burst in through the door all he 
said was There mııst be sone mis- 
take, get me the Governor's secre- 
tary on Lhe phone at once’, 

The police dragged the lake by U 
Saw’s house and found a large col- 
lection of sealed oil drums filled 
with automatic weapons and amniu- 
nitlon, enough for a small army ancl 
certainly par of a planned seizure of 
power. These weapons and the guns 
that killed Aung San and his cabinet 
were s0On traced to thefts arrangecl 
by two serving British army offi- 
cers, Captain David Vivian and 
Major Henry Young. But the plot 


leader of Burma's democracy movement 


The contents uf the letter were 
explosive: in it U Saw threntenedl {e | the Foreign Offi 
make “lisclosures that would have | but with bevy 
international repercussions". He | died in Swim 
sounded an even more ominous | says he loll 
note in a laler letter when lte (le- 
manıded Bingley's assistance on lhe 
grounds that he hacl “taken it grave 
risk as advised". 

Before fhe assassination, Bingley 
hal been speuling a lol of lime will) 
U Saw. According ta Majur Yung, 
Bingley had lold U Saw dût a tei 
parly: "You know, we're all rencly lu 
nuıpporl you". Bingley claimecl clipla- 
malic immunily and was eventually 
allowed to lenve Burma. 

Meanwhile Carlyle Seppings was 
turning up evidence of the involve- 
ment of other British officers, bunt 
was orclered {o stop lils investiga- 
tion. The police chief toll hin: "This 
is getting too big for both yoıı ancl 
me, and if we are nat careful we ate 
going to lread on some very inıpor- 
tant corns.” U Saw was convicted of 
canspiracy to murder aud sen- 
tenced to (leath. He always publicly 
denied his guilt. 

Two days before the execution, 
Seppings went to visit him in prison 
to ask why he hal not fled after {he 
murders, "U Saw told me he ex- 
pected to be given the job of prime 
minister afler Aung San was (lead. 
He said ‘Government House told 


deletions. 


never knw Vi 
One file on th 


lury. 
1l 


slr in Rigor 
pings's loruer bos 
is reporled as bein “uw 


conuivanee in lh inhi 
Tun Ia Ounge belirves U 


Doran Sruith. 
Two (lays fler lle ix: 


naliuns allacbes less, perhny 


gener 
to treachery anf sabulgee.” 


went far wider than this. me things would be all right'," U Prime Minister Alilee was then 

From his prison cell, U Saw | Saw was hanged on May 1, 1948. pressccl by Elen lo confirma hil (he 
smuggled out secret letters to Cap- Tory Opposition hal “n0 vronnev- 
tain Vivian. İn one he asked for ad- FTER the hanging came thc | tion with this outrage". Altlee 
vice in contacting what he termed A of Captain Vivian, | replied that “nobody would believe" 
“the tall gentleman”. Vivian replied charged with arranging j there was any conncction. 


that they should wait. The police 
had been monitoring this corre- 
spondence and now decided to 
force U Saw’s hand, They faked a 
letter from another accomplice ad- 
vising that the “tall gentleman" be 
contacted immediately, whereupon 
U Saw wrote a letter to John Stewart 
Bingley, the British Council repre- 
ye in Rangoon. He was 6ft 3in 
tall. 


arıngs thefts and conspiracy with U 
Saw. Vivian claimed darkly “some- 
one in England is interested in see- 
ing me put away and not allowed to 
talk. If I could tell the facts there 
would be a huge rumpus between 
the British and the Burınese". 

He was convicted and sentenced 
to five years but escaped the follow- 
ing year. Files on Captain Vivian 
show many of the official papers on 


in 1948, 


U Saw (left) was 


some mistake, get 
me the Governor’s 
secretary at once’ 


6 NEWS FEATURE 


Burma's nationalist hero was killed 50 years ago this 
month. Fergal Keane uncovers new evidence about 
one of the most catastrophic murders of modern times 


Was Britain behind 
Aung San’s death? 


the mildewecl remains of the 
long-gone colonial age, is a build 
ing where one of the most fateful 
crimes of the pustvolonial era was 
enacletl. A vasl rectangular coti- 
siruction of refl stone with a guard 
pos! nt each corner, it is [ringtcl by 
thick vegetation, giving it the afr 
ıwarance of a lox temple that has 
burst out of Rangfoon's urban jungle. 

When the British rulel Burma 
this was the seat of imperial power, 
The gren red building, knuwn as 
Ihe Secrmarial, was where Burıua's 
nationalist hero, Aung San, and [ive 
of hîs minislers were murderecl at 
10.37 in the morning of July 19, 
1947, during a cabinet mveling. 
Wih lis murder Burma was 
plunged inlo political claus, the uul- 
timate resull of wlıich woulcl be (he 
ricle iu power of the military and 
clecacles of isolation and repres- 
sion. 

When he died, Aung San left 
belind u lwo year-old daughter, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, whu wuuld go on 
lo became leader of the country's 
National league for Democracy ancl 
who is iow the worklwiclc ay ntbol of 
resistance lo military oppression in 
Burma, She lıas nade frequent ref 
erences to her father's influence on 
her' life: “When I was under house 
arrest Î used {o look up at his pic- 
ture and imagine that he was here 
witlı me and that it was the two of us 
against then," she once sald. Suu 
Kyi believes passionately that her fa- 
thers death robbed Burma of the 
prospect of peace. 

There is substantial evidence to 
support her case, For Š0 ycars 
Burma has been racked by civil war, 
ethnic conflict and military repres- 
sion. But in 1947, with Aung San as 
leader, thc prospects looked bright. 
He was 32 years old when he died, 
but he had packed a lot into his 
short life. Dedicated to indeper- 
dence since his student days, he 
was a promlnent member of the 
mast radical nationalist group 
knowrı as the “Thakins" — “master” 
— the word used by Burmese to 
address their British superlors. 

When the war in Europe started 
Thakin leaders were detained. Aung 
San stowed away, bound for China, 
to contact Mao Zedong. Instead he 
was picked up by Japanese intelli 
gence and taken to Tokyo, 

The Japanese wanted to invade 
Burma, to close the supply route to 
their Chinese enemies, and to open 
their own roufe to India. Aung San 
cooperated, believing he would 
thereby achieve an independent 
Burma. He became commander of 
the Burma Iıdependence Army, 
which was to fight alongside the 
Japanese and that other enemy of 
the British Empire, Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose and his Indian National 
Army, 

In January 1942, he joined the 
Japanese invasion: the British re 
treated in chaos, But the Japanese 
ınilitary adlminiaLrationı provedl ruth- 
less, artd the independence granted 
iı August 1943 was on paper only, 
Aung San was ciceply dissatisfied 
and planned to join the Allies, 
Churclill was appalled. He re- 
garded Aung San as the "traitor 
rebel of a quisling army”. But Louis 


[ N THE heart of Rangoon, AMON 


igang a o oyo 


UK NEWS 9 
In Brief 


URGING consumer confi- 
dence in Britlsh beef has put 

sales back to pre-BSE levels for 

the first time aijnce autımn 1995, 


ARONESS Thatcher plans to 

establish a £1.9 million 
professorship of economic enter. 
prise at Cambridge university. 


ICHAEL STONE has been 

charged with robbery and 
hurglary after heing questioned 
by police in connection with the 
murdlera of in and Megan 
Rusuell, Police say the charges 
are not linkecl with the murders. 


INISTERS (linregnrded the 
latest threut to the millen- 
nium celrbrmions after Ureen- 
pounce uctivists warnecl tht tho 
planned £750,000 PVC (lome in 
Greenwich, south Lonclon will 
he poisonous andl thal prutenlurs 
may disrupt ils construction. 


IR JAMES Goldsmith has 
diced in Spain at the ayfe of 
Bl. The Referenclum Movement 
he funded will he lecl hy Lord 
MeAlpine, former Conservative 
purty trusurer mtd deputy 
chairman, Bu, (pe 1 


UDREY JONES, aged 75, | 
Jive anl 12 were injured 

when û hot uir bulloon exploded | 
After lilting power lines nvur the 
Humher Bridge, | 


UBLISHING millimnutire 

Paul Hamlyn is to donate 
about 17 million towards an 
ambitious project t0 cover 
London's South Bank Centre 
with an enormous glass canopy 
designed by Richard Rogers. 


HE SCOTTISH Roman 

Cathollc Church's antl- 
abortion scheme, which offers 
money to those who decide to 
keep their babies, has helped ita 
first mother, a 16-year-old girl. 


PEED cameras have led to a 

70 per cent reduction in 
fatal accidents in a west London 
trial, prompting calls for extra 
cash to increase thelr use. 


T HE London Borough of 
Hackney has been ordered 
to make a record payout of 
£172,000 to David Chan, a 
Chinese-origin valuer who was 
medically retired after being bul- 
lied and humillated by manngers 
because “his face did not fit", 


RANSSEXUALS have won A 

landmark ruling giving them 
protection agalnat discrimination 
for lhe firat ime under English 
law. The Employment Appenl 
Tribunal accepted that they 
should be protected by the Sex 
Discrimination Act, 


HE WELSH Office plans to 

scrap nine out of 45 quangos 
as part of its alını to popularlse 
devolution, anıd to demorııstrate 
the proposed Welsh Assembly is 
not just a talking shop. 


Freie Ef fhe 


Jackson .. . ‘Time to declare Lhe innings closed’ 


اهن 
RIBTHIHLEID‏ 


Turbulent dean resigns | 


Denn Jackson's vigour (o clear 
wut u cuthcdral chapter nccusecl 
of idleness and complacency, 
has at least been Instrumental in 
the sweeping reforms of cathe- 
dral management now making 
their way through the church’s 
general synod. 

The appointment of the dean 
was backed by the then prime 
minister, Margaret Thatcher, 
who said with some satisfaction 
that there would be “blood on 
the floor” of her native county's 
cathedral when he had fnished. 

But Dean Jackson's assault on 
the chapter's ruling canons — 
ranging from claims of incompe- 
tence over a money-losing tour 
by Lincoln's original of Magna 
Carta to charges that the cathe- 
dral needed “exorciaing of evil” 
— foundered on the fact that 
they, like him, could not be 
sacked. 


from a crude attemj tu use | 


secondary party envisages that his 
partner might do serious harm, 
both are guilty of nurcler if death 
results. 

Sgt Forth was stabbed after 
answering 4 call to a dispute be- 
tween Weddle and his girlfriend at a 
house on the Cloverhill estate in 
Gatesheacl, English and Weddle be- 
came İnvalverl in a stick fight with 
the victim and another policeman. 

English struck Sgt Forth, who 
was tackling Weddle, with a fencing 
stave, but ran away wien chased by 
the other offlccr. He was İn a nearby 
street under arrest when Weddle 
stabbed Sgt Forth nine times In the 
chest. 

English's solicitor, Adrian Clarke, 
sald the law should be clarified so 
that a secondary party would not be 
Hable for a stabbing by a co-defen- 
dant if use of a knife was entirely 
outside hîs contemplation. 


T HE rancorous dispute ut 
Lincoln Cathedral which has 
embarrassed the Church of 
England for nearly a decade is 
expected to end after Monday’s 
resignation of Dean Brandon 
Jackson and the predicted 
departure of his opponent, the 
Sub-Dean, Rex Davis, writes 
Martin Wainwright, 

The resignation should close 
an episode which has seen the 
local bishop scorned, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury de- 
fied, and most of the deadly sina 
attributed to the warring clergy. 

Mr Jackson said: “It has be- 
come increasingly clear that I 
have been at the wicket too long 
. .. The only sensible thing İs to 
declare the inninga closed.” 

Pressure on Canon Davis, 
aged 63, was immedlately 
stepped ııp with fresh calls for 
his departure. 

The quarrel, which stemmed 


Christopher Craig. The Criminal 
Case Review Commission will de- 
cide in two months whether the 
Bentley case should go back lo the 
Court of Appeal. 

There was an international Out- 
cry 10 years ago wien six residents 
of the black township Sharpevllle 
who were part of a mob were sen- 
tenced to death for the murder of 
three councillors whose killers were. 
unknown, under a similar South 
African law. 

Criminal law experts believe the 
law lords will narrow the very wide 
ambit of the law, which has deve- 
loped piecemeal through cases 
going back to the 16th century. 

Under the doctrine of joint enter 
prise, if two or more people set out 
on a venture together and the 


Lottery faces good 
causes shake-up 


but the five good causes would still 
receive £1.8 billion each over the 
current seven-year lottery licence. 
The additional stream of funding 
was made possible by the extra rev- 
enue generated by the midweek 
draw. Mir Smith insisted none of the 
projects which had been awarded 
lottery funding would be scrapped. 
The white paper appeared to soft- 
pedal on the manifesto commitment 
to award the next licence to a not- 
for-profit operator. It warned against 
disproportionate profits, but floated 
the idea of providing incentives for 
an efficiently run lotlery, or a nıan- 
agement lee for operating il. 
Virginia Bottonıley, the former 
national heraye xcerelary, siicl 
Labour hacl breached the principle 
thal lollery money should not be 
spent on projects normally finark'cd 
by laxalian. "The juckjot winners 
ure the Treasury. The successful 
lotlery wili be seriously durnagcd." 
The Government says it wnulcl 
welc: proposals for Ihe award uf 
û new lirenere in 21 thal woul 
maximise the return o oul causes 
antl remove unnecessary prufils 
margins. Its aim is lo provide an 
incentive lo operate efficiently, ety 
courmge Ihe maximum number uf 
coınpetitive' bids, antl avoil exges- 
sive returıts lo the nperalor, 


Blacks ‘lose out’ under Blair 


Alan Travls 
ت‎ 
ABOUR is nat giving black and 


Foreign Office, which are “vury 
white and very male”, and with the 
shortage uf black (aces among ca- 
reer (liplomats. There are only 190 
ethnic minority Britons among the 
5,900 Foreign Office employees, 
none in senior management. 

But Labour's black and Asian 
MPs are also critical of the almost 
total lack of ethnic minority faces 
among the very senior civil service. 
The latest Cabinet Office figures 
show there are only two black or 
Asian people in the top four grades 
of the Civil Service, In the next 
grade there are only 58 ethnlc mi- 
nority people out of 3,000 Whitehall 
palicy makers. 

Some of Labour's black and Asian 
MPs want race equality higher on 
the agenda. They have been disap- 
pointed by the lack of a blueprint 
and contrast the Government's 
inaction with President Clinton's 
strong support for affirmative 
action programmes. 


of the killing and is believed to be 
the youngest person convicted of 
murdering a policeman. 

Emerging from Moorlands 
Young Offender Institution near 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, a pale 
and dazed Philip English said: "It 
has been hard inside, very hard. I'm 
not bothered about compensation. 
It's the family I've got to thank more 
than anyone else in the world for 
keeping up the fight to get mé out.” 

His release follows a long cam- 
palgn by his stepmother, Mandy 
English, who was “ecstatic” at the 
outcome. : 1 

The ruling is a landmark decision 
on the complex law of “joint enter- 
prise", the same law under which 
Derek Bentley was executed In 1953 
for the murder of a policeman by 
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HE five original National Lot- 
tery good causes could re- 
ceive 30 per cent less than 

they expected because of govern- 

ment plans to divert £1 billion into 
health and education. 

Laoltery experts said this week 
ıhat the creation of the sixth good 
calise — the New Opportunities 
Fund — woul! have a severe impact 
on the arts, cltarities, national her- 
iinge, millennium and sport in the 
three years encling in 2001. 

luke FilzHerbert, author of the 
inlependenl Natiunal Lottery Year. 
hok, sail they were likely to re- 
reive about £130 million a year each 
intel of the £200 million they acl 
heen expecling, following this 
wevks publicalion of the white 
mixer, The Peuple's Lottery. 

Ûhris Smith, the Cullure, Media 
antl Sport Seerelar'y. saicl the pack. 
ag' “would mark i lurning point in 
the fortunes of the Natiunal Lottery. 
lt will make il even more populiu’ 
and vven mare relevant to peuples 
Jiwes". 

He sil the sixlh goud cause ancl 
tw National Endowment for Sei- 


ence, Technology and Arts (Nesla) 
wuld receive t1 billion by 2001 — 


Asian people a big enougl) role 


in Tony Blair's new Britain, accord: 
ing 1o the country's leading race 
equality campaigner, 


Sir Herman Ouseley, chief execu- 


[| iwe of the Commission for Racial 
Equality, has told race activists pri- 
ately: "Just look around the inner 
circle [of Cabinet]. Who do you see 


there? It is not happening. There is 
no visibility. In the outer circle there 
are only one or two people. The 
frustration is building up." 

Leading anti-racist campaigners 


are frustrated because Labour has 
Mit the ground running on many 


issues, 
The commission's chief executive 


Et to have been encouraged 


isolated initiatives since May, 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
the commission's help 
higher echelons of the 


00-year-old law under which a 
youth was jailed for life for mur- 
NE a policeman, although he 
1Û yards away from the stab- 
n in handcuffs, looks likely 
changed by the five law lords 

١ ‘teed him last week. 
Philip English's conviction for the 
der of Sergeant Bill Forth in 
lead in March 1993 was over- 
by the Court of afier 
Ouse of Lords ruled that he 


: ioı ld not ha: . 
Th ve been convicted. 
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the uo | asked for 
with the 


ki Glastonbury featival goers wallow in the mud which is suspected to be the sore 
outbreak of the E.coli infection following last month’s festival 


PHGTOGRARN SHIT: 


have a system which Buf 
for the barly for which lhe: 
ale beiug run. So lar ite’ 
pean eleclions are contr 
Eurupwim Parliamenl is1:= 
ntive budly, su argumî: 
#ltl weak govermmt: 
arise, Jt is a represtmalihtt. 
© Mr Blair last week pil 
prime mivisterial visil E. 
tel duu btiy voters tale 
uf {he Welsh Office's U 
g01 lo Ihe proposed elected: 
bly will bring more j 
improve public services 

Despile doubts tal te: 
people will back lhe asi. 
sa clevisively rejected n 
Blair's speech in Mid heer: 
cludect a prediction ofa 
vote in (he referendum Bê: 
fenr' a Yow turn-oul. 

The Scottish and Wht 
tion Tekane 2 
week apart, on 
18, Lhe Government has? 


tem for Weslmiusler elections, A 
rsferenclum on changing lhe British 
ele. :oral system will be held in thw 
lifetime of this Parliamenl, possibly 
in 1991, 

But the prospect uf PR repluvink 
first-pasl-the-posl fnr Weslminsler 
looks unlikely, given the opposition 
of Ihe Prinw Minister’ antl most of 
ıhe Cabinet, Only the Fursign Sec 
relary, Robi Cuuk, Ihe Northern 
freland Serrvtary, Me Mewla, inh 
the Agricullure Minister, Dr Jack 
Cunningham, suppor! it. 

The PR sysletm finally gruel by 
the Cabinet fır the Eure electinus is 
based on regimial lists. Instead of 
constiluencivs returning one Mein- 
ber, the electorale will be lumpecl 
into regions and asked 1o vote for 
lists of candidates drawn up by {he 
parties. 

The Home Secretary, Jack Straw, 
one of the Cabinet minislers most 
hostile lo PR, said: “1 have persor- 
ally taken the view (hat yoıı shoulcl 


Blair dampens down hopes of wider PR ? 


Ewen MacAskill 
ONY BLAIR is determinecl to 


daslı Liberal Democral hopes of 


introclucig proportional represel- 
tation for Westminster elections, in 
spite of agreeing to it for the Euro- 
pean Parliantent. 


As the Cabinet last week ap- 


proved a PR voting system for the 
European Parliamenl cleciion in 


1949, government sourtes sirvssetl 
il should not be interprelecl a a 
ınove towards PR for Westminster’. 
Mr Blair was said to be implacably 
hostile to the idea of PR for West- 
minster and hoped that the Euro- 
pean Parliament concession will be 
enough to placate the Liberal Demo- 
crats. His distaste for PR is so strong 
that he was on the verge of vetoing 
it for the European Parliament. 
Downing Street said a manifesto 
comniitment will be honoured by 
setting up a conımission in the au- 
tumn to look at reforming the sys- 
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Nolan blow to inquiry İ" 


that lıe wants instead 
view of his work over e 
years, This will Indu 
report into Pa 
the sleaze issue, 


standards and ا‎ 
and the effective di 


arliamentary regis FT 5 = 
: ا‎ Historic ruling frees jailed teenager 


lars Dyer 


@ The Commons 
اا‎ comnttteg 
reopen hearings 
questions scandal ول‎ 
37-page submission 


admissible, 
independently : 
charges ought not 


: man was stabbed by a 
u of English, Paul Weddle, then 
25, and the youth claimed he 

unaware that Weddle had a 


(English was aged 15 at the time 


less the, criminal f 
beyond reasonable 
fied, in view و ك‎ 
consequences I0 

and personally afin 


secret political fundin 


for nol undertaking 40 Î other 


David Hencke 


ONY BILAIR'S clection conunil- 

ment to ortler an inquiry into 
secret Conservalive party donors 
has been dlealt a severe blow by 
Lord Nolan, head of the Commis 
sion on Slandarcis in Public Life. 

He has rejecled a request fron 
the Prime Minister to taunclı a f[ull- 
scûle inquiry into parly political 
funding while he remains chairman 
of the comınission. He stands down 
in October, 

The decision spares the Conserv- 
alive party from a highly embarrass- 
ing inquiry that would highlight 
again the shadowy world of its for- 
eign supporters. These include the 
fugitive Asil Nadir and a tranche of 
foreign nıillionaire donors from 
Hong Kong. 2 

One reason for the decision given 
by some committee members is that 
the Laböur government was trying 
to bounce the commission into an 


independent inquiry when the pre- 


vious administration had already de- 
cided to ban foreign donatlons and 
end secrecy for British ‘donations 
above £5,000. EEE 
But Lord Nolan is said’to have 
told ministers that his main reasqn 


‘New deal’ for 
lone parents 


ONE mothers on benefit will 

not be dragooned into taking 
Jobs against their wishes, Alan 
Howartlt, a minister responsible 
for welfare-to-work policy, 
guaranteed on Monday as the 
Government launched its “new 
deal” for lone parents, writes 
David Brindle, 

He said the Conservatives’ 
“harsh attitude and policies” 
towards lone parents was a key 
reason he had defected to 
Labour from the Conservatives 
during the last parliament. 

“We are not in any way seek- 
ing to pressurise people into 
doling what isn't right for them or 
their children,” Mr Howarth said. 

Under the plan, being piloted 
‘in eight areas, lone parents 
living on benefit with school-age 
children will be “Invited” to 
interview to discuss working 


with a personal adviser on ways 


of finding employment, : 
Ministers are promising 

improved childcare services to 
back up the scheme, with details 
of childcare, training and job 
opportunities made available on 
computer in libraries and other 
public buiidinga. a 


Mud bath . 


tence was rare. "It is when a teacher 
is clearly totally incapable of han- 
dling a class.” 

The bead teacher should inter- 
view the member of staff concerned 
with his or her union representative 
and iasue a final warning, In less ex- 
treme cases of Incompelence teach- 
ers would be given a chance to 
improve within the proposed six 
month period, 

The chief inspector of schools, 
Chris Woodhead, angered teachers 
with claims there were 15,000 incom» 
petent teachers in schools. Ofsted in- 
gpectors identified only 88 last year. 

Under current rules, inspectors 
grade leasons on a seven-point 
scale. They are obliged to tell heads 
when they find a first-class teacher 
with a majority of lessons in grades 
one or two (excellent or very good), 
They ınust also identify tlie worst 
teachers whose lessons score six or 
seven (poor or very pour). 

From September, inspector's will 
for the first time report to heads on 
the performance of all their staff 
without having to give reasons to 
the teaclıers. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general secre- 
tary of the National Aşsociation of 
Schoolmasters Union of Women 
Teachers, said it was another stick 
to beat teachers, “We are going to 
see a crude systenı of judge-ancl-run 
by Ofsted inspectors, oflen basing 
their views on visits of between 10 
and 15 minutes to each lesson. 
Everyone agrees that incompetent 
teachers should be appropriately 
dealt with, but setting up such a 
crude system is an insult to the pro- 
fesslonalism of most teachers," 


ports, which was started last month, 
would be published shortly. 

“They will result in changes to 
the present policy governing the 
licensing of riot-control vehicles, 
amall arms and other equipment far 
sale to the security forces of certain 
regimes,” he said. 

Mr Cook made no mention of 
Britain's £20 billion A-Yamanıah de- 
fence saleş deal with Saudi Arabia, a 
regional ally with a poor human 
rights record, 

The Government later moved to 
reassure anxious Labour MPs that 
the proposed £160 million sale of 16 
Hawk trainer jets to Indonesia will 
not finally be decided until the 
Foreign Office's ethical review of 
military exports is completed. 

The decision relies on a distinc- 
tion between internal repression 
and external defence, But some 
non-governmental bodies say such 
a distinction misses the point , be- 
cause the purchase of arms conifers 
international respectability. 

Mr Cook promised to: 

HJ argue for the continued suspen- 
sion of Nigeria from the Common- 


wealth unless there was a radical 


transformation in its behaviour; 

J support UN sanctions against Iraq; 
Û back measures to ensure that 
trade contributed to human rights 
rather than detracted (rom them, in- 
cluding efforts to stamp out child 
labour add exploitation, 


Comment, page 12 
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Bad teachers face 
fast-track sacking 


Donald MacLeod 
and John Carvel 


NCOMPETENT teachers will 
I face the sack within a month, it 

wag disclosed last week, as the 
Gavernrnent steps up its purge all 
poor performance in the classroom. 
The plan, which outraged teachers’ 
unions, is being drawn up for inclu’ 
sion in Labour's flagahip Education 
Bill. 

Fastirack methods of removing 
unsatisfactory teachers will include 
a new category of “gross incompe- 
tence”, which could lead to dis- 
missal in a month. 

Thousands of incompetent teach- 
ers could be removed in six months 
under the streamlined procedures 
drawn up by local education authori- 
ties and civil servants. At present 
capability proceedings can take up 
to two years and are little used, 

The Office for Standlards in Eclu- 
calion (Ofsted) has changed its rules 
to make it harder for inspectors to 
duck tough veı'dicts on teachers. 

Meanwhile local authorities will 
be given A bigger role in triggering 
incompetency proceedings for both 
clasşroonı staff and head teachers 
because school governing bodies 
have been reluctant to use their 
powers to dismiss staff. 

‘The Swhool Standards Minister, 
Stephen Byers, welcumed the pro- 
posals in a letter to Graham Lane, 
education chairman of the Local 
Governnient Association. But he 
made it clear the group niust 
achieve its objective of a streamlined 
system even f unions did not agree. 

Mr Lane said gross incompe- 


Cook sets out ethical 
policy on global ‘evil’ 


lan Black and Michael White 


UTTING flesh on the bones of 

Britain's ethical foreign policy, 
Robin Cook pledged last week to 
provide new money for the interna- 
tional war crimes tribunal and to 
change the rules for exporting riot- 
control equipment and small arıns 
to oppressive regimes. 

Addressing an audience of char 
ties and aid agencies, the Foreign 
Secretary set out 12 practical points 
he said could help improve the ob- 
Bervance of human rights — a key 
theme of Labour's global agenda. 

*It ls not acceptable to try to 
evade our obligation by pleading 
that there is too much evil in the 
worll for us to put it right. Our Couı- 
tribution can nake a difference," he 
sald in a detailed follow-up of his 
post-election mission statement. 

"If we and our allies maintain 
international criticisnn, some 
regimes will refrain from excesses 
of violent repression. lf we and oth- 
ers encourage reform, some COUN- 
tıies will improve thelr police and 
justice systems,” 

He said Britain was donating 
£330,000 to be spent on building an 
extra courtroom for the war crimes 
Iribunal in The Hague to speed up 
its work, and was looking for ways 
to provide more cash for the 
Rwanda tribunal. 

Mr Cook said tle results of a 
Whitehalkwide review of the criteria 
used in the licensing of weapons ex- 


FINANCE 11 


In Brief 


TOCK markets roarecl to 
record highs in Britain nnd 
the United States. Analysta said 
shares had been boosted by 
May's weaker-than-exnected 
enrnings figures. The number of 
pcoaple out of work in Britain fell 
sharply to a seven-year low. 


OEING'S profits fell 15 per 
cent in the second quarter, 
the last before its planncd 
merger with McDonnell Douglas, 
which is the source of a major 
trnde row across the Atlante, 
Washington Post, page 14 


RITISH Chancellor Gurdon 

Brown received a pat on the 
heucl from the [nlernntionnl 
Monetıry Fund, U snd tint the 
new labour goverment lul 
made “un Cxcelleut start" in pro- 
molting sable, long-lerm growth, 


RITISI1 Telecom cntme 
unclur strong pressure to 
abandon or renegotinle its prir- 
posed $20 billion mergur with 
«tions firin 


firm that it may fucv a big 
its. Mennwhile HI’ 
wun vumplele iıdvpenclenet' 
aller the UK giver HmEDI Ev up 
„ its protective golelen shine. 


1 sS losing iis 

To -andalint" starn 
aerass he United Suites, vnelind 
û Urs sll business, otir 

, hundred disventnl stores will 
close anl DAOC jobn will bv lust, 

. Last uur. IW Woolworth slurs 

, in de U reported n upe rutin 

1 loss of S7 million. 


ARKS & Spencer huy 
splashed out $321 million 


1 
| in Britain to buy 19 of 
Littlewoods’ largest stores, 
RAIDCRAFT, the Christian 
HL 
۰ ندمل‎ 
.Hatharlardo 
Hee Zoaunn 
Nanay 
Purtugu' 


company which promotes 
fnir (rade with the Third World, 
repurted a ö.5 per cent risc in 
sales of its products. 


HE City of York re-entered 
the railway age when the 
Chicago-based Thrall Europa an- 
nouncecl it is to produce 2,500 
freight wagons over the next flve 

years İn the city. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
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Carpetbaggers stampede building societies 


value of mutuality — ownership for 
aid by members — by offering con- 
sistently better interest rates on 
mortgages and savings accounts. A 
£50,000 interest-only mortgage (rom 
the Nationwide costs £13 a month 
Jess than a loan [rom the new banks. 
But the prospect of large windfalls 
has prontpted many investors to pul 
pressure on mutuals to convert. 


Windfall fever 


` Bulding society deposits 
£bn, 1997 


Sree’ Bring SU abs COIR ENN 
aksan Garaerpen a a rneaamaniy a nt 


i hey will nn raclı u tarkels xel. , 


AI Chis fet beet ui on iı Ile 
Uucal liuute ot Betal las xhiltel 
sh e sarriyal ef new abu pin. 
SNE — ute of whim Hint links 


carpetbaggcrs, led by freelance but- 
ler Michael Hardern, will seek clec- 
tion to its board on a platform of 
forcing the society to convert. More 
than one million votes have been 
cast already. 

Brian Davis, Nationwide chief 
executive, said the response, at 
three times last year's vote, had 
been phenomenal. “The Nationwide 
is run by our mentbers and so we 
are very pleased by the number of 
votes we have received ag it means 
the members are getling involved 
with the issue, However, they nced 
to remenmıber that our competitive 
pricing posillon would disappear if 
we werê to convert,” he said. 

Tipped nuxl for converslon is 
Birmingham Midshires, which said 
thal all opllons were open. “Our 
view Is ‘never say never’, bul we iıre 
nol up for sale and Ihe boar has 
laken no decision on a change in 
corporate form," il said, Midshires 
lus raised opening balances several 
times lo deler carpulbngggers amd 
has expelled Mr Harder fron ils 
membership. 

Building societies such as ile 
Nationwide and Birmingham Mid 
shires have suught tv show Ihe 


Suh ims unde oun Ihe 
aim bal Brilih business is nu 
leer behevi bisl. Buses lve’ 


inCenlives lu warh at tui 1 


arly acer en hee su | je Û was to Tu û este lo IHU 
Jill gph bren tr sme r e nls iG oe rou ule 
Iriuy. ti Yol no ner be deine. 

This has heen conletrel by hr | The dirvturs uf lulters operator 
frle unions, but their case his | Camelot were singlet OU cas eK: 


ples even Ihough their remtunera- 
lion was comparatively molest unl 
they had mut lough performance r 
quirentents. 

This signal cloes not appear lu 
have filtered into other hoarclronns, 
where il is argued thal more is 
needed for nıotivalion ad to kecp 
up with ciunterparts abroaul. 

‘me argument fur iıMernational 
parity is nust oflen used in relation 
10 City jobs ancl bonuses, as bankers 
urd traclers have a larye degree uf 
mobility and the iuge US banks 
have set the recruitment pace. Bill 
research by the financial recruil- 
mênt gruup, Robert Walters Associ- 
ates, disputes that. lf showed that 
the recent City bonuses were A 
recortl and puints out that "the UK 
pays considerably more than other 
countries; the, same job in the US 
e up to 25 per cêni more in the 


Even parttime directors — the 
norrexeClltives who are sıtppo sed to 
represent shareholders’ interests 
and moriitor baardrrnorn behaviour 
— have joincd the bunanza. Duu- 
gins Hurd, ihe former foreign secre 
tary, ls earning £250,001 a year far a 
few (laya.a werk at NatiYest Mar- 
kets, the lroubled invesıment bank 
ing subsicllary ûf the NalWest Bank. 
His former vabinet collvague, Nor- 
man Lantont, is understonl to rake 
hi about , £200,000 for a two-day 

. week at Rolhschikl. 

If lhe  Gwernmen can. uci 
qlickly and tlecisively ûvêr pay at 
Camelol, possibly it should now 
uxamiuc lhe continuing exveds in 
ofher British boardroume.. . 0 
' Unemployent .is falling ' apd 
wage négûtintors: Have, neve been 

‘slow to link thelr pay clalma to rises | 


been given oxira impetus with rw 
cent rvsearch [rom the linitedl 
States, which suggests thal «hare 
holders should look long anil hard 
at chief exevutive pay as a potentiiıl 
performance inclicator, 

One recent US reporl showecl 
1hat companies where the chief 
executive's salary was felt tu be un- 
lairly high suffer well above average 
staff turnover — which indicates 
low morale and is costly (o all busi- 
nesses, 

A secund piece of research from 
the Wharton Business School 
shows that companies that pay their. 
chief executives too much more 
often perform badly in terms uf 
profits and share price, 

This point is recognised by few 
enıployers. One notable exception 
is John Lewis, the partnership re- 
tailer. Recently chairman Stuart 
Hampson polnted out that if it is in ã 
company's interests to invent û luc- 
rative incentive scheme lo ntake the 
boss feel motivated, it has ta he 
worthwhile to do the sûıne for all 
employées. John Lewis las just’ 
shélled oul bûnuses ûf 20 per cent a 
lead fram the bûarrlroom .down Io 
{ıe shop floor.: 
` Several recent rumiuneratign 
agrecments show what many lıad 
feared following publication oi the 
Greenbury report — {hal share | 
option sçhemes would be rvplacerl 
by potentially. more gencruus Jong- 
term incentive programmes, many 
of which have turned out tû bè dis- 
appointingly upderanding of the 
boardroom. ".,. .. 0 
' Even wherg¢ shareholders have 
sinctionecl what looked like: resol 
able schemes, it iş not unknown — 
lodk, only at Laura: Ashlie} — for 


directors Lê cliaige tlie rulcs lalfwêy. Î at the top ~~ with potentially hufely 
through the year when It’ appears ']' inflatiûnary cênsequences. 


1 


Leicester, had left the sector to he- 
come high-street banks, while the 
Woolwich floated this month. 
Northern Rock will join them in 
October. 

June's influx was also spurred on 
by higher interest rates following a 
quarter-point rise in base rates at 
the beginning of the month, the sec- 
ond increase since the general elec- 
tion. For years, savers have hacl to 
endure rates of 2 or 3 per cent. 

MPs say consumer choice and di- 
versity In the high strcet will disap- 
pear if the building societies are 
allowed to disappear. Andrew Love, 
Labour MP for Edmonton ancl 
leader of the alkparty building soci- 
eties group, sald it was unaccept- 
able thal societies’ branches were 
being besieged by people opening 
accounts in the hope of a bonanza 
payout, 

Natiunwide, which lis bern 
slalked by carpelbaggers for Iwo 
months, closecl its coors in June 10 
new savings busiuess in an ttle 
lo (end off the speculators lnoking 
for windfall paymcnls uf up to 
£1,000. Its fale is likely to be de- 
cided al ils annual meeling in Lon- 
dou Ibis werk, when fiw 


® 


‘immoral’ to deny 
people the fruits of their labour 


Middleton: 


pay was supposed to extinguish 
boardroom excess, Sir lain refuses 
to participate in the new schemes, 
but has obviously failed ta dissuade 
his colleagues. 

Sir Calin Marshall, the chairman 
of BT's remuneration committee, 
claims that the potentially huge 
rewards are needed to retain the US 
executives of MCI — even though 
MCI has never had any similar per- 
formance bonuses and its execu- 
tives look anything but world-class. 

‘Unly two «lays later, Sir Richard 
Grcenbury, the chairman of Marks 
& Spencer and author uf the Green- 
Inıry report, was also attracling the 
attention of edgle-eyed sharelıolders. 

Sir Richard's pay rose,.by fiore 
than £100,000 to £924,100 ard remu- 
nération fûr the lolal boar rose 
more than £1 mlllion — or 20 per 
cenit — afler ouiside consuitanis 
concluded they were underpaid. 

However, it was not the pay pack- 
ets which angered investors, but the 
installation of a new share scheme 
which tliey believe «les hat slrettl 
the boardroom talents of M&S. 
` Evên the highly refardeil former 
BP boss, Lord Şimon of Highbury, 
who has now been appointegl 3 gow 
ernment nuihister, has hesitated 
abut forgoin control of £2 milidh 
ùf BF share ûOptlons '. 


Richard Milles and Lina Salgol 


TWAS pure eiglilies. Prler Mirl. 


RITISH building societies are 

being stampeded by carpet- 

baggers as savers try to cash 
in on the prospect of further soci 
eties shedding their mutual status 
for a stock market listing. Windfalls 
for members have so far totalled £35 
billion. 

With pressure mounting on the 
biggest mutual, Nationwide, to con- 
vert, MPs from all parties were 
preparing to call on the Government 
to act to support societies and warn- 
ing of dire consequences if they 
were allowed to disappear. 

Societies attracted a record £1.88 
billion İn savings in June, more than 
twice the £878 million deposited in 
May and the highest suın for a 
ducacdle, according to flgures pub- 
lishecl last week by the Building So- 
vcivlits Assntiatinn. 

‘Ihe BSA described lhe influx an a 
"feeding frenzy" whipped up by 
speculalive reporis that the remain- 
ing socicties wure :tbout to converl. 
‘Thr: scale of last month's invest- 
mens is all the more remarkable 
becuse two of the biggest players, 
the Halifax and ıhe Alliance XK 


Money is the root of new morality 


ı Lisa Buckingham and 

' Julia Finch on bad old 

! boardroom? habits that 

1 Labour must root out 
ıllelon — Ile former head of the 


1 

1 

1 [ Llnyd's of Lonlon insurance 

j mirket and now Hurupeun cliief of 

` US bank Salnuuns — tulcl the City's 

, bright youug Turks they were 

| surth every penny they could 

Î “urze, 

$ At the Lord Mayor's «linner for 

Yung Cily Professionals the twice- 

murfied former mork sail il was 

“iımural and unjusı" to deny peo- 

| le the fruits of their labour. 

£ Hr shaull know, He earns at 

j kast £L million a year, but that is 

; flwarfed by some of his colleagues 

j 1 Salonıons who command up to 

t20 million. 

Bur his public statement was sur- 
pısing, given the recently stated 
cuncerns afl the Bank of England 
that huge bonuses now doing the 
rnıuınds of tlıe Square Mile may cre- 
ite a moral hazard, particularly for 
1 sbunger clealers. 

Fine words from the grandees uf‏ ا 
British buardrooms are echoed by‏ 
regulators who call for responsible‏ 

; leadership and moderation. But at 

| the same time — aııd only a fraction 
lss publicly — the production line 
ùf riches for the chosen few gathers 
pace. 

Last week a small band of share 
lıollers attemptecl to call the board of 
British Telecom 1o account betause 
three generous incentive schemes 
ir being pul into place for clirectors: 

fxperts calculate that Sir Peter 

Banfielcl, the clıief executive and ar- 

chilect af the MCI fiasco, could be 

İn fine for £5 million even if British 

Telecom's performance makes al 

hos! no progress. That is in addi 

lon to taal salary of £500,000, 

a 

5 0O US. Last year's ا‎ 

„Yet Sir Peter's chairman is Slr 

in Vallance, one uf the leading 

izhts on the Greenbury Committee 

Whose. 1995 report into executive 


a: 


lhe table last October hg, 
Hume deliverecl il to Mele: 
thal time the republicn kz; 
were lhat the decommisir. 
arms sltoull not be an obs: 
talks, (hat there should be ac. 
frame for the negotiations di; 
there should be “confide: 
ing" nıcasures, such as onte, 
met of prisotters, : 
Mir Blalr's aides for herp, 
lieve {here lave been hnr, 
mens to bis and Ms Mor. 
success, He insisted on phi’: 
ing, saying the same thing 
factions, in public and in prt: 
rwspondlence. He helped siet; 
IRA in the Uniled States in 
of the killing of {he two RUC 
Turgan. Third, he has ult 
lırge Commons majorly bir 
lhe pace in a way in slik! 
NMiajor, so dependent on hel.; 
ists for support, felt unable 
Even now, Mr Blair wilnul; 
If Ulster's quarrelsome pii 
cannol Agree on néw dul 
among themselves by qet. 
"the fwo governments wil ori 
tin pursue a rapid progress bı 
wverall agreed settlement, a, 
able lo both Unlonists and nê" 
isls", IF the inter-party tali > 
Jondon and Dublin wil pul ap: 
val settlement to 4 referenic: 
butlh parls of Ireland, culig 
sruncl from under the exter? 
Mr Blair has to peru" 
‘Irinble not to walk out overt 
missinninıg. There are alrealj ‘7. 
Mr Trinıble ıuay accept hls Hk’. 
been careful to stop short 4; 
pledges already made by bi 
lan Paisley and Bob Meat’ 
Unionist MP for Down Nut’ 
they will nut lalk to Sinn Fez 
‘Trust, like peace ilself, lk 
lunyg ime lo build. The casi 
just he beginning. — THe Orr 


Adams's ascendancy, piş 
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How the peace door opened in Ulster 


OH WELL, HERES T O THE 
PROVISIONAL CEASEFIRE, 


ا 


talks woull be non-rherence 10 the 
Mitchell principles of namviolencte. 
Finally, the paper promisccl further 
confidence-building measures, in- 
cluding a review uf IRA prisnrıers. 

News ol ilese exchanges was Hut 
intended to lak, but Ms Mowlam 
felt foreecl to publish then last work 
once they slirlerl 1o emerge. At une 
point it looked as if she would be 
forced (o make a Commons stale 
ment lo explain why such conlacls 
had been continuing, even ihmuygh 
she had promised no further clarifi- 
calions with Sinn Fein were octur- 
ring. She was inslend saved by Ihe 
decision af (he IRA la anouuce the 
restoralion uf lhe ceasefire. 

It may have been burnpy, bul the 
bard fact is Ih il bas 1nken {wo 
general clevlions aud clhuuges uf 
government in Lomlon ane Dublin 
10 provide Ihe leadership Ui 
brought {his new Ceasefire ima 
being. The uffer fron the IRA, to 
wlıicl Mr’ Blair has responelecl will 
courage and tlulermination, wus orl 


The Ulster Unioıisl response wis 
ambiguous. David Trimble was sus- 
picious that the Anglo-Irish formula 
left open the possibility thal Siıın 
Fein would not need to bar over 
weapons until the el of the talks, 
and maybe nat even then. 

The next day, Mr Bkur neverihe- 
less went to the Commons to uut- 
line his decommissioning proposals 
and tell Sinn Fein again that the 
peace train would leave without 
them. It was a critical moment. Mr 
Blair could have washed his hauls 
of the IRA, in the liglıt of the Lurgan 
murders, but instead he spcll out 
the plans on decomunissioning, tlie 
timetable of midSeplember by 
which substantive talks ımust starl, 
and his belief Sinn Fein could yet 
join them. 

Following his statement, public 
attention turned to the growing 
threat of tlıc marching season, and 
in particular the severe civil unrest 
at Druıncree looming over the 
weekend of July 5-6. 

Yet privately the omens were bet- 
ter. On the Werlnesday before 
Drumcree, Martin McGuinness, the 
Sinn Fein MP, privately wrote tn the 
Northern Ireland Office secking 
further clarifications about tle de- 
commissioning proposals, by now 
seen as the final stumbling block to 
an IRA ceasefire. 

On July 8, as nationalist rioting 
aver the Protestant march througlı 
Drumcree subsided, the Northern 
Ireland Office replied to Mr McGuin- 
ness. The reply reilerate! Mr Blair's 
Commons statement tliat political 
talks would start on September’ 15 al 
the same time as the subvonmilee 
on decommissioning weapons niet. 
Sinn Fein was also told the only 
grounds for its expulsion from the 


ing, with or without Sinn Fein. It 
was up lo them to decide whether 
they wanted to clinib aboard. 

Two meetings between Sint Fein 
and government officials were then 
held, the first on May 21, the second 
a week later. A crucial aide memoir 
of these May meetings was sent to 
Sinn Fein on June 13, sumnıarising 
the concessions Labour was pre- 
pared to make, First, the Govern- 
ment specified that Ms Mowlam 
would decide with the security 
forces if Sinn Fein could be allowed 
Into talks after six weeks of a cease- 
fire. John Major hacl refused to spec- 
ify such a timeframe. Second, the 
talks process itself would be time- 
limited, ending in May next year. Mr 
Major had again refused to set a 
timeframe. Proposals on when the 
IRA and otlıer paramilitary organisa- 
tions might be required to hand over 
weapons were left unclear, save to 
say an independent body would be 
established and decoınmissioning 
would occur in parallel with talks. 

Yet three days after the dispatch 
of these generous proposals, the 
IRA killed two policemen in Lurgan 
in an unprovoked attack on June 16, 
Mr Blair felt personally betrayed, as 
well as revolted by the killings 
themselves. 

But despite the murders, it has 
emerged that Gerry Adanıs, the 
Sinn Fein president, sent a largely 
positive response four (lays after 
Lurgan, on June 20, in reply to the 
aide memoir of June 13. 

On June 24 the British and Irish 
governments published their long- 
awailed joint paper on decomınis- 
sioning which in essence promised 
that decommissioning would occur 
in parallel with the substantive talks 
on the future of Northern Irelartd. 


Mary Holland 
and Patrick Wintour 


HE LETTERS two inches 

[ high on the front page of the 

Belfast News summed up ihe 
public moor: “Another Chance". 
This second chance dll not arrive 
by luck but by a mixture of clear 
strategic thinking and risk taking in 
Downing Strcet aud Dublin, 

The unequivocal restoration of 
the IRA ceasefire is wlıat Tony Blnir 
and Mo Mowlanr, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, have been working 
towards siuce their clection on May 
1 — even if Lhe timing of the an- 
nounceuent caııght the British gov- 
erıument unawares, "There were 
ruınourg for a couple of days, but 
there have been so many that you 
start to give up listening to them,” 
one minister said. 

Even so, the mood at Chequers 
ancl the Northern Ireland Office was 
not one of jubilation but steady deter- 
mination to take events by the clay. 

‘The trail lending to the restoration 
of the ceasefire startecl properly on 
May 16 when Mr Blair flew to 
Belfast for his (irst big speech since 
becoming prime minister, symboli- 
cally puiting Ireland at the top of his 
agenda, He saicl he was willing to au- 
thorise a limited number of meet- 
ings between his officials and Sinn 
Fein to explore the ternıs of a cease- 
fire and possible terms for Sinn 
Fcin’s entry into talks. But he also 
latd bare bis uncertainties about 
Sinn Fein's nıotives. Was the IRA's 
firat ceasefire “a tactic in an other- 
wise unbrokeı armed conflict, or 
was İt a search for A new way for- 
ward?” he asked aloud. 

He also set out his determination 

that the settlement train was leav- 


drove Into Lurgan lo pik’ 
younusters U fron 
hone. She was going 1o 
that nighl bevause they wk: 
xo to a country pub dent 
in to work together the BE 
ing, “Gol, if we hadnt gM, 
vcolleel her, she might ا‎ 

Garcon anc 
pub al Ip 0 returned l0 
don's hume, They were Cs 
an upstairs bedroom wien, 
Wendy urrived home. Se 


them all lua and toast, e 
talking and Joking und e, 
hours when, one bY e 0 
fell asleup fully clothedont 


All the lights were ofl A 
gınman enlered house. 
the stairs, entered tie O, 
thc teenagers were S$ 0 
slıot Bernadette four Me 
head. "They ntust lave اا‎ 
ing," said John Greene. 
out of pure hatred . 
doubt that it ّ 
never get over 
not g0 up the stairs. My ا‎ : 
stay at home. He is in PIF 


way, they just kept her ê 
ventilator, Then she ا‎ 1 
hard . . . Whoever ¢ aid Be, 


feelings for them,” 
, ther, Laurence Mery i; 

“1 can forgiye el yé 
might never for gle : 
do not want any Ff yji 


people clgiruini 
: death meunsitis 
' country E : 
Î thing and. wé can ve Hî 8 
she wağ special. She Wh: 
` ' Police have charged û a: 
man with” Bern etê 
‘murder. : 


couple, who regularly stayed at each 
other's houses, would go there, and 
Gordon was readily welcomed into 
her mainly Catholic circle of friends. 
The two lovers ignored pleas for 
caution from friends who warned 
Bernaclette about going to Aghaleê 
during the tense weeks surround- 
ing July 12. “She had been getting a. 
lot of verbal sectarian abuse In 
Aghalee,” said one friend, “They’ 
. were calliıg, her Fenian bitch and 
things like that, bııt she didit Seer 
to care. She wasn love." 
` Gordon's father, John, sald that 
on tlie evenlng of July 14 his wite 


them in from the section of North- 
ern İreland's population that is nei- 
ther good nor decent. 

"They were just so Into each 
other, they were mad about each 
other,” said a friend of Bernadette. 
“They were great together. She was | 
beautiful and Could have had her 
pick.of men, but it was Gordon she 
loved, He loved her back; treated 
her like gold." , : ا‎ 

' There are few places for’ 
Catholics and Protestarits to mix so-' 
. cally, One ls the Cellar, a bar in Lur- 
#an.near wherê twû policemen were. 
murdered last month. Tlie young’ 


ack 


Fatal love in a land 
torn apart by hatred 


which they were raised. There is a 
hidtlen map of Northern Irelancl 
upon which every last fielcl, clitclı 
and house is accounted for in scctar- 
ian ternıs. lt is buried in people's 
minds, and where Bernaclelte ancl 
Gordon grew up, on the lush farm- 
land around Lough Nenagh, its hold 
is strong. 

Gordon lives in Aghalee, a pretty 
village decked out at this time of 
year İn red, white and blue bunting, 
declaring itself British. Earlier this 
month, it hosted the Co Antrim Or- 
ange Order's Twelfth of July demon- 
stration. Most homes fly a Union 
flag, but not Gordon Greene's. 

It is rumoured that the village has 
proved to be fertile recruiting 
ground for the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, Northern Ireland's fastest 
growing paramilitary force, al- 
though the area's Ulster Unionist 
MP, Jeffrey Donaldson, attacks the 
media for slurring the reputation of 
the majority of decent people who 
live there, 

Bernadette lived in Pinebank, one 
of the few mixed housing estates in 
the sprawling “new town" of 
Craigavon, a mile from Lurgan, 

Theré is a statie pf the Virgin 
Mary in the winclow of Bernadette's 
house, and neighbours described 
the family as “good, decent people”, 

Given their different 
groungls, Bernadette .and Gordon 
ınust spmetinies have thought of 
‘the dangers their relatlonshlp put 


David Sharrock on 
the latest sectarian killing 
in Narthern Ireland 

| story, of the type knowrı here 

as “love across the barri- 
cndes". It begins at the end, witlı the 
burial of Bernadette Martin in 
Craigavon last week, among [lowers 
and tears and the usual pleas for tol 
erance. 

Eighteenyear-old Bernadette 
loverl 19-year-old Gordon Greene. 
The two were inseparable and it 
made their familles happy to sée 
such a thing in their country, where 
hatred, fear and ignorance so often 
separate Catholic neighbour from 
Protestant friend. 

Bernadette met Gordon last year 
at work at Avondale Foods, a food- 
processing factory in Lurgan, which 
makes sandwiches for Marks & 
Spencer. They mlght have married, 
settled to raise clıildren, and lived 
their lives in unremarkable peace. 

But that option was not open to 
them, because Bertadlette arl Gor- 
don had broken lhe nıost importait 
taboo of Ulster's two iribes: to' love 
une anuther in spile of different 
religious allegiances. 

About 9 per cent of people in 
Northern Ireland marry across the 
divicle. Many never look back, even 
though {hey may be forced lo live 
apart from the corımunitieg in 


HIS is a Northern Irish love 


Disrespect 
Shown to 


World Body 


EDITORIAL 


E THE purpose of reform at 
the were 
merely to make the world bady n 
more efficient conveyor of the 
diplomatic, pPeacekceping, devel. 
opmental and other services it 
provides ita 185 members, then 
the argument world have been 
wrapped up ycarsa ngo, In budget 
and management, the United 
Natlans has becn workecl uver 
before, and the changes now 
recommended by the secretiry 


United Natlons 


genernl, Kofi Annan, take the 
urganiznliuon further ulony, 
though they du not meet all the 
“benchmarkn" act unilnterılly by 
the U.S. Congress, 

But of course efficiency ia not 
whınt lhe nrgument hns been all 
about, The reul issue ocs to the 
aymbolie role that the Uniltecl 


Stes plays in the world. The 1 


United Sintes is ll Khe super- 
power, the most 1 اا‎ 
ts le most powurful cutnlry, 
the one more than any uther with 
deep interests in wht Fues on 
practically everywhere in the 
world. 

Should it therefore clietme 
other ınemhers, define {heir 
common MHeDEla, insist ın pre. 
vailing? Or should it use the 
United Nations as a forum in 
which to covperate as mutch us 
possible on shared interustn, in 
which case a more conciliatory 
mode of engagement is re- 
quired? 

To put a point on it, is the 
United Nations to reflect the 
world view of Sen. Jesse Helnıs, 
who has said he believes the 
arganbation represents a con- 
apiracy to diminish American 
sovereignty? Or is it to represent 
the mainstream view of the 
organization as a place where 
important American interesta, 
though scarcely all of them, can 
be usefully defended and ad- 
vanced by working with the ather 
members? 

No doubt the table of organiza. 
tion proposed by Annan could 
be further revised. No doubt 


some additional jobs could be 
closed down 
harm to the organizatlon. It is 
fair to put the United Nations’ in- 
ternal procedures to additional 
teats, even painful ones, But it is 
„| mot fair — it ia clisrespeclful — 
for the U.S, Congress simply to 
demand that the U.N. secretary 
general Impose changes, such as 
reducing the Americım share of 
the budget or crediting the 
United Stntes for moncy it has 
spent «mn ils own (0 support 
peacekeeping. These changes re- 
quire the formhl amendment of 
separate (reatics, 

` This whole business 
reform 'has gone on for a very 
long tHıne and with n heavy im- 
pact on the orguizalon's func- 


without serious 


of UN, 


are U.N. employees, whose morale 
has been eroded by an unceasing 
barrage of congresslonal and meclia 
criticism about allegecl waste and in. 
efficiency. 

Most important, U.N. officials 
say, the bureaucracy has been ınade 
a scapegoat for recent U.N. failures 
in Somalin, Bosnia, Congo and Canı- 
bodia ttıat were the fault not of U.N. 
workers but of the unwillingness of 
the international conmunity to con 
front the problems head-on, 

The principal reforms proposed 
by Annan include: 
Û Creation of 1 deputy underseerc- 
tary posl, preferably to be filled by a 
woman. 
Û Merging 12 departments into five 
and establlshing a cabinct-atyle 
yslem centered on five principal 
Arvas: peace andl security, develop- 
ment, economic antl socinl issiles, 
luınanitarian affairs, and human 
righîs. 
1 Coortlinaling six agencies dealing 
with dlevclopment issues into 1wo 
groups, one dealing with develop 
ment, orte with Iuımrnilariaın tiie. 
J lising any savings generuterl by 
SÎ cuts to creale an ceonomie tle- 
velopment furl. 
J Consolirlating human rights netiv- 
iivs under Ihe high commis 
nr human iglts in (enw 
drug traffidliny and terrorisin Dur 
gra uncler' û Single adnuinistralion 
in Vienna. 
A Creralmg a deparlmeut In deal 
with disarmament ancl weapets jori 
iferiliun. 


7 


ernments pay thelr salaries. But 
now, cven witlrthe Unitecl Nations 
hard up for funds, they are being 
iurncd away. 


The United States, tlıe trnain con- 
employees here, 


iribulor of "grali: 
is locked in 4 dispute with the 
United Nations over their tise. U.N. 
rules require that pravicdlers of gralis 
employees pay a 13 percent over- 
head charge to the Unitedl Nations 
to cover institutional expenses In- 
volved in putling their people on the 


Che Wasbington Post 


Congress Rounds on Annan’s Reforms 


Annan's plan came fron Secretary 
of State Madeleine K. Albright, who 
said she needed more time to re- 
view, But, she added, the adminis- 
tration “heartily endorses [Annan's] 
focus on improving management 
and efficiencies, cutting costs and 
emphasizing the U.N.'s core mis- 
sion.” 

That view was not shared by Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Comntitec 
Chairman Jesse Helms, R-Norllı 
Carolina, principal architect of the 
benchmarks. Marc Thiessen, 
Helms's apokesman, said “the disap 
polnting nature of the reform plan 
shows that the forces of entrenched 
U.N. bureaucracy and pressure 
from Third World menıbers are 
stronger than ihe scerelary gen- 
eral.” 

The cooperation of the Third 
World countries, who forns a majar- 
ity of the 185 U.N. members, along 
with that of the rouglıly 53,000 inler- 
national civil servants who work for 
the various U.N. agencies around 
the world, is vital to U.N, reform 

Simultaneous with the announce- 
merl of Annan's proposals, the 
Group of 77, the principal umbrella 
organization of developing slates, 
released a statemenl ûf principles 
saying that development “niust be 
restured to the top ol the Luiled Na- 
tions" agent,” aul wirning, “Tur 
reform prncess . . . should nat he 
molivaled by the ain af downsizing 
the Unilecl Nations and achieving 
savings.” 

Als wary of Ihe reform PruVUSS 


War criminal . . , Dusan Tadic sentenced to 20 years’ jail laat week for atrocitles in former Yugoslavia 


attempt to arrest the former Prije- 
dor police chief, Simo Drijaca, 
ended in the suspect's death after 
he reportedly opened fire on his 
British captors. 


That operation stiffened the In- 


presslon of resnlve cstnblishcd a 
few lays earlier with the surprise ar- 
rest in Croatia of anuther suspectcel 
war 
mayor Slavko Dokmanovic. 

` The tribunal's problems, which 
include a lackof courlroom space 
that forces simultaneous trials to al- 


criminal, former Vukovar 


positions that Annan earlier had 
promised to wipe from the books, 
The plan fails to eliminate any exist 
ing U.N. programs and proposes 
adding new ones. And, rhetorically 
at least, it tilts heavily toward the 
idea of an activist U.N. economic de- 
velopment role, which is supported 
strongly by Third World countries 
but opposed by American conserva- 
tives as a wasteful drain on the orga- 
nization's resources, 

These facts pose potentially seri 
ous problerns for the Clinton admin- 
istration, which engineered Annan's 
election to the secretary general's 
post antl hopes Congress will forc- 
stall eroding U.S. influence in the 
worl bucly by paying $819 million 
of the U.N. arrears, But Congress 
has conditioned the payment on a 
presidential certification thal the 
United Nations has mel specific 
conditions Congress has sci. 

In defending his proposals Inst 
week, Annan objected to efforts to 
"keep pulling ne back to Cı ongress 
and Washington," He insisted his 
reforın plan was a report to all 185 
nıentber states and not one country, 
no matter how much the organiza- 
tion depends on that cuunfry's fi- 
nancial ancl political support. Using 
a plırase that lıas gained currency 
here in recent days, Aunan's chief 
Rides have said the atın wis nol to 
engage in a “slaslrand-burn exer- 
cise,” but to find ways in which he 
believes the Unite Nations can he 
more effective for all its nıembers. 


A  culious elorsenwnl uf 


are being arrested. To conduct trials 
and prepare for new ones not pub- 
licly anticipaled until a few weeks 
ago, the tribunal's staff has hac to 
give shıorl shrift to current invesli- 
gations. 

There are 77 public indictments 
outstanding, and an undiscloserl 
number of additional sealed indict- 
ments. Only 10 wanted men are in 
custody in The Hague, but the Iri- 
bunal's pace already is threatening 
to overwhelm its resources — a. 


1997 budget just under $50 million 


John M. Goshko 
at the United Natlona 


HE Secretary General Kofi 

Annan proposed last week 

what he called “the most ex- 
tensive and far-reaching reforms” in 
ihe 52-year history of the United 
Nations. But the long-awaited pro- 
posals inclucled neither staff nor 
buclget cuts, and Republican critics 
inımediately said they fell far short 
of what Congress expects if it is to 
pay the $1 billion U.S, debt threaten- 
ing the world body with financial 
collapse. 

“It's frankly very underwhelming. 
If this is the whole blueprint, it's 
going to be very hard for Congress 
to avcept as a viable refornı and a 
basis for paying the U.S. arrears,” 
said Sen. Rofl Grams, R-Minnesota, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations subcommittee that oversees 
Us. participation in the United Na- 
tions. 

The “quiet revolution," as Annan 
tlubbed his plan, relies primarily on 
merging U.N. departments and 
other seeningly unremarkable 
steps. Annan said the package 
should be judged an its tolality 
rıther than irklividual parts, and he 
insisted it woul lend to greater effi- 
cierey, reduced costs and Iunda- 
nenlal changes in ihe way lhe 
liniterl Nations (oes business. 

Bul the cunsalidations are to be 
avvomplishel without cutting per- 

sunnvl from the 9,000-member sec- 
relariat, beyond 


1,000 vacanl 


War Crimes 
Prosecutors 


‘Lack Funds’ 


Charles Trueheart 
at The Hague 


ا د ا د 
Wa CRIMES prosecutors‏ 
reaping new international‏ 
Support after the recent arrests of‏ 
Iwo suspects in the former Yugo-‏ 
slavia say their work ls being threat‏ 
ened at a critical stage by shortages‏ 
of staff and funds from the United‏ 
Nations.‏ 
The fouryear-old International‏ 
Criminal Tribunal, which is investi-‏ 
gating atrocities in the recent wars‏ 
in Bosnia and Croatia and trying‏ 
indicted for war crimes, has‏ 
N operating for months without‏ 
additional staff positions it says‏ 120 
Il needs to keep up with the quick-‏ 
ening flow of captured suspects.‏ 
‘That's regarded by the secre-‏ 
lariat [the office of U.N, Secretary‏ 
Î Kofî Annan] as a huge irr‏ 


س مي 


GUARDEN 
E 


Adams gets to talking 
with guns behind him 


during talks, I Trimble 
against the decomnuissloni 
posuls, he, not Adams, wil beat] 
the saboateur of peace. 

Adams's hardline stand o ¢ 

commissioning was the last fk 
four conditions for a new ceken 
to be agreed by the Goveramer: 
Sinn Fein also deınanded adie: 
fo peace 1alks afterwards, a kt: 
line [or talks, and confdar; 
building measures. Tony | 
agreed Sinn Fein's enlry ta tk 
anly six weeks after a cease) 
a deadline of next May for aks 
be completed, and pronised iı 
repatriate 10 IRA prisoners l 
Irish Republic. 

Adams had faced dom Jè 
Major. After the ceasefire, ther 
ernment said Sinn Fein woul o1 
be admitted to talks until he RK 
changed its pledge of a cessalud 
violence to “permanent. Ti # 
months later, Major had made 
working assumption that the (tir 
fire was permanent. 

Getling to tlıe peace contre 
table on the IRA's terms has lee 
one of Adams's goals since le 
vised the Long War stralegy ik 
1970s. By broadening the RAs 
peal into politics with the Arm? 
and the ballot box, Sinn Fen ¥ 
came so popular il threatened o 
stilulional iE in the Sot 
Democratic Labour Parly. 

‘This led 1o the 1985 Angeli 
agreemenl, which ensured at: 
sıtlllalive role lor Dublin in herne 
ning of Narthern Ireland, sh 
wuariınleving Unionists ht ا‎ 
would remain part uf Ihê UR Ai 
licly Adams attacked the tray 
a selkout. Privalely he haikd ils 
{he mosl inıportanl develope 
since partition in L321. 


DAMS persuaded he 
ıhal the siruggle needed! 
be broadened furiher wih 
1994 ceasefire backed DY 3 F 
nationalist alliance of hê ٤ 
Dublin and Waslıington. Wem 
IRA laicl clown its arms so ar ê 
of the goal of a united {rela 


Peter Brooke, 1 

fale of IRA commani : 
Cullins, who in 1922 seltled oF 
tion and was assassinated. 
ane realised was that ا‎ 1 
havc also agreed to follo¥ 
back to war if that's whatit ۳ 

What appears to ع‎ the real ٍ 

egy was set out in a dO 

laled before the ceasefire, 1 
Taclical Use Of Armed Si اس‎ 
suggests the IRA's first ett 
was merely a tactic to get i 
ference table, and that the F*’. . 


lence in the event of major 


crease," said Graham Blewitt, the 
epul 


“But 


fy war crimes prosecutor here, 
: this is a brand new organiza- 
ion thal is just beginning its work.” 


j He sail the United Nations, 
11 Ch created, oversees and funds 
e Iribunal, may allot the tribunal 
“nly eight new employees, 

Blewitı and other court officials 
I Complain that tlıtey haye been 
he use of skilled personnel 
services a few supportive 


retain the option of a retun#" . 
$ 


the peace talks; presumell Ml, 
has deliberately not P i 
new ceasefire announce 1 
the word “permanent. . 
Having got the IRA to ااا‎ 
ating table with its armour al 
Adams's يا‎ as 1F 
the Republican morent?, 
seems unassailable. Tere 
no split aã long as he le ا‎ 


John Ware 
ERRY ADAMS'S announce- 
ment lasl week Ilhat he 


G woukl only approach the IRA 


for a second ceasefire if he was con- 
fident of a posilive response nıust 
have brought a wry snıile 1o faces in 
the Royal Ulster Conslabulary aıul 
Northern Ireland Office, whose 
joke is that the Sinn Fein president 
lias only to look in the mirror to find 
out what the IRA is thinking. 

Despite Aclams's unequivocal 
denials, senior RUC and governmeni 
sources say they are “100 per cent 
certain" that he retains one of the 
seven seats on the Provisional IRA'S 
ruling Army Council which decided 
to restore the 1994 ceasefire. If that 
is so, while Adams has spoken in 
public of going the extra mile for 
peace, he nıust also iıave been party, 
however reluctantly, to conducting 
war in secret since the IRA ended 
its ceasefire 18 montiıs ago. 

His refusal 10 condemn IRA 
bombings and shoutings reached its 
nadir in May wlıen ıe said the brutal 
killings of two community policemen 
in Lurgan "diminishes us all". Where 
once he was feted at bhook-signing 
sessions in London and bancuets in 
Washington, his stock sarik. 

But tu Sinn Fein and the IRA, 
Adams grew hugely in slature afler 
1hey went back to war. Not only rlicl 
he increase Sinn Fins vole to a 
recurd 1Û per cent, making il lhe 
third largest pulitical party in Nortlı- 
ern Irelancl, he has also deliverecl all 
the IRA's conditions for a new ceast- 
fire. 

A major cause of Sinn Fcin's re- 
cent increase in popularily was the 
violence at Druntcree in 149G, when 
the RUC forcecl an Orange march 
down the Garvaghy Road by firing 
plastic bullets al local nationalists, 
There is persuasive evidence thal 
Aclams himself had helpecl inspire 
that confrontation, which confirmed 
his long-held claim that Northern 
Ireland ia an unreformable Or 


Six monlıs aller the [irs oi 
fire, Admns urged Republican 
aclivists lo direct their energies to i 
new front; tle nd of angry 
voices and marchiıg fect", In 
response, resiclents’ coalilions were 


eslablished in nationalist areas 
through whicl Orangemen 
marched, Before then, Orange 


marches were tolerated by a peace- 
ful but resentful Catholic popula- 
tion. Bul portraying nationalists as 
victims of British-backed loyalist 
supremacy is essential to keep the 
Sinn Feln barnd-wagon rolling. 

This year, residenls' coalitions 
everywhere apart from Drumcree 
faced down Orangemen, forcing 
them to cancel or re-route marches. 
By avoiding confrontation, Union- 
ismi then occupied the high ground. 
Adama wrested it back by announc- 
ing another IRA ceasefire was immi- 
nent. British officials have long 
respected Adams for his tactical 
brilliance, 


The Ulster Unionist party leader 


David Trimble threatened to pull 


tees. The commitment to raise the cases of prison- 
era of conscience in bilateral meetings with the 
“relevant regimes” is significant —~ so long as the 
resulta are logged in the annual report, Too often it 
has been unclear whether, or how vigorously, such 
representations are made: ambassadors have been 
known to brush aside the documentation supplied 
to them. A hard look at the UK Military Training 
Assistance Scheme is overdue. The notion that 
military officers from repressive regimes can be 
“trained” in the principles of human righta is debat- 
able — arid in some cases is laughable. To divert the 
money elsewhere, including finance for the media in 
nuch regimes, would provide much better value. 

In broader terms, it is all very well to say that in 
the long term higher ethical standards are good for 
British business, But is anyone listening in the 
defence procurement industry? It is good to hear 
that Mr Cook’s commitment ou human rights is 
part of a government policy co-ordinated with the 
new Department of International Development. It 
would be better if the Minister of Defence had been 
included in the enterprise. 

The strength of this new initative will be mea- 
sured by reaults: the revlew now under way of cri- 
terla for licensing weapons will be its first teat, with 
Indonesia very high on the list. If the clues are 
read correctly, Mr Cook is intending to ban sales of 
riot control vehicles and amall arms to Jakarta — 
but not the Hawk jeta. This will be a disappoint- 
ment to those who argue convincingly that the type 
of weapon is less important than the approval it 
confers on the regime concerned. There will be 
other tests, and perhaps other disappointments. 
But Mr Cook has put down a significant marker: 
he should not mind being held to it. 


End game for 
Khmer Rouge 


Y ANNOUNCING that Cambodian elections 
will be held in May next year, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen hopea to head off international disap- 
praval at the virtual coup d'état which has just 
been carried out. He may get away with ll. This is 
partly because the outside world has little appetite 
for getting involved again in Cambodian politics. It 
is also because in the contest that has just been 
bloodily won, there seems little to choose between 
the two aides. The royalist Funcinpec parly led by 
the — now ousted — co-prime minister Prince 
Ranariddh was nourished by Western support as 
an anti-communist rival to Hun Sen’a Cambodian 
People’s party. But Funcinpec ia now split and 
Ranariddh is widely judged to have given Hun Sen 
the pretext he needed by flirting dangerously with 
the Khmer Rouge. 

In moving against Ranariddh, Hun Sen claimed 
that he and lıia aenlor military commander were 
illegally importing Khmer Rouge units into Phnom 
Penh after they suffered a new aplit in their buses 
on the Thai border. (The fate of Pol Pot himsclf, re- 
ported last month to be under arrest, is atill uıı- 
confirmed.) The Group of Seven's special envoy to 
Cambodia, Yukio Imagawa, supports the vicw that 
Ranariddh provoked the figbtlng by “sncaking 
about 140 Klımer Rouge fighters into Phnom 
Penh". Funcinpec’a negotiations with the Khmer 
Rouge wete supposed to be secret, but tlhe inten- 
tion was clear: to establish a new coalition ahead of 
the elections. 

Hun Sen has long since exhauated the residual 
credit to which he was entitled for having led the 
Vietnam-backed invasion that ousted the murder- 
ous Khmer Rouge 18 years ago. He insisted on a 
power-sharing arrangement after he waa defeated 
in the UN-backed 1993 elections, and haa since 
used selective terror to intimidate political oppo- 
nents, One of these, former finance minister Sam 
Rainsy, has announced his support for Ranariddh 
from the safety of the Thal border. Last year Hun 
Sen took the credit for a previous surrender of 
Khmer Rouge forces from which Funcinpec bad 
hoped to benefit. Hla self-aggrandising and threat- 
ening style is a further misfortune for Cambodians, 
who have suffered so much already from auto- 
cratic leadership — whether it be displayed by 
princes or polltlcal commiasars. 2 
Outaide preasure on Hun Sen is needed now to 
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Europe sets 
new horizons 


HE European Union enlargement shaw ia fi- 
TE on the road with a cast of hopefuls and a 
timetable’ of sorta. It isa welcomed by those wlio ate 
now eliglble and is no longer opposed from within. 
The British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, is right 
to say it represents a move away from introspec- 
tion even if it la not quite the new chapter in the 
EU which he suggeats: too many pages in the pre- 
vious text remain unfinished, Just why it is such a 
good thing is a more difficult question: the angwere 
to it come In different and contradictory form. Is it 
purely an act of enlightened statesmanship? Sir 
Leon Brittan depicted it as such. Enlargement 
would be to Europe’s benefit because if would 
bring stability in a part of the world that started 
two world wars, It also was a form of moral recom- 
pense to those former communist countries for 
whom we had “"ahed tears for 40 years”, At last we 
could do something to help. 

Yet enlargement is not perhaps such an un- 
equivocal act of charity. True, it 1s Hkely to involve 
a dilution of the EU’s collective wealth, expanding 
the Common Market's population from 370 mil- 
fion to nearly 500 million, while increasing total 
GDP by only 5 per cent. But the impulse might be 
lesa generous if existing members did not regard 
eastern Europe as a potentially lucrative market, 
‘The candidate members will have to face tough 
entry requlrements, freeing their economies in 
ways that could leave them vulnerable. 

The benevolence of the EU, like that of the World 
Trade Organisation, operates strictly on its own 
terma. Aa a Polish minister responsible for EU 
membership commented: “We feel like an enter- 
prise that has received the approval of ita audi- 
tora." The EU'a judgmental approach is painfully 
clear in the dossier released by the Commission 
on those countries which have failed to make the 
grade even aa potential future members, Bulgaria 
is reproached for reforming its economy too slowly 
even though it's on the way to satisfying tlie EU’s 
political eriteria, Slovakia by cuntrast is not doing 
at all badly on the economic front, but is ticked off 
for ita democratic defects, Such a condescending 
approach is not the beat way of promoting the 
spirit of pan-European equality, 

In Britain these matters are always seen more 
parochially. The process ia being judged much 
more in terms of ita effect upon regional grants 
and the Common Agricultural Policy. The argu- 
ment that CAP reform is essential to release funds 
for poorer would-be members of the community is 
a worthy one. How 18 it then that the new propos- 
als appear to redistribute the burden without 
reducinıg it? The uncertainty of the British National 
Farmers’ Union is understandable. For the con- 
sumer tere is an advantage in shifting from price 
support to direct subsidies to farmers — but only 
if prices actualîy come down. 

Selfintereat cannot be shrugged aside, but 
Britain in particular needs to enlarge the narrow 
apirit with wiıicl it has approached so much of the 
European agenda. Last week's partial commitment 
to adopt a proportional representation voting sys- 
tem for the next Euro-elections may or may not 
have domestic implications. But it la right anyhow 
because it brings Britaln more in line wit its EU 
partners. And whatever the uncertainties, the EU 


offers a better route for forging a new European 
vision than Nato. 


Cook puts down 
his marker 


REN COOK'S view of the relationship be- 
tween human rights and British foreign policy 
waS worth hearing last week. It was not qulte the 
“vision” tat it clalmed to be, anıd ita smooth pre- 
sentation allowed no opportunity for direct quea- 
tloning. But as several NGOs have commented, 
the Foreign Secretary's positive approach makes a 
refreshing change after years of Tory rule in which 
human rights groups were patronised or brushed 
aside. A dialogue between government, business, 


seek to ensure that the elections do take place and IRA must be , confide 


ea out of inter-party peace talks, claim- 
are fair, But the UN and Cambodia’s neighbours in 


payroll. : 
ing the Government had shifted ité 


The United ‘Slates refuses; sev- 


Cuunlries wisl to donate at rio cost 


toning. Annan'a proposals may 
andl NGOs la worth entering into. 


— and staff of 356. 


ternate their sesslons, : have beerı 


supreme commander ¥ ul e | to the Ui 2 : 1 € not be the fist word, but they 
٤ oh dl. جا‎ ations. ` | „ Recent weeks have given the tri-.Î exacerbated by ã political confict | eral other countries with pêople sec- | provide a 1 
The specifîc measures announced by Mir Cook | Asean should join in insisting that the Khmer | ground on decommissloning. Trim- 2 رار‎ e Î „he first phase of the tribunal's | bunal a new lease on life, notably .| over the use of contribnted person- | onded to the Lrbunal lave paid the arly Areca Feti 
are welcome, as far as they go. Publlcatlon of an, | Rouge has no part in such arrangements, whoever | ble wanted guns handed ûver before | however long It isslon, thle bulk of the work was | tis month's dramatic arrest of | nel. These lawyers, ‘Investigators Î U.N: surcharge, ‘in some cases 
8 annual report on British policy will provide a regu- | invites them in. Their leaders belong in a war j and during substantive peace talks. 


Hun Sen, or 


fall role in serving ils interests 
and accepting its obligations at 
the United Nations,.: ' 


۲ tory. But the first indicte 
lar opportunity for appraisal, It ahould cast ght kkg 


on under-reported areas such as the UN commit 


John Warû is ã reporter wîî 
| Panorama programme 


Milan Kovasevic, a hospital director 


crimes court ~—~ and that is where in Prijedor, Bosnia. A'synchronized 


and others' are dispatched to The 
Funcinpec, should deliver theni. 


The Goverriment required the IRA Hague fron countries’ whose gow- 


only to consider handing them over 


under protest. The tribunal staff is 
now limited to 22 gralis employees. ` 
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Fashion Mourns a Titan’s Passing 


Robin Givhan on the 
legacy of the murdered 
designer Gianni Versace 


ESIGNER Gianni Versace is 
being mourned by tlie fash- 


ion industry as a fallen titan. 


slar woul dare wear. And indeel 
his first collections, the unes tliat su 
impressed the medin, were hard- 
celged, audacious, even rough. 

In a way, they were “bad alv. 
signs," says Kal Ruttenstein, fashiorı 
director of Bloomingdales, “He slicl 


sirong, unsubtle shoulders on 
a e e p2 leather jackets . . . But Gianni de- 
0 0 d in advertising, ıd veloped and grew as a designcr ihe 


more he axsocicrl with people Ike 
{Vogue cilo} Anna Wintour and 
his sisler, who's such a blonde 
bombshell. He louk people like her 
inlo comsideratioa in his designs,” 
The hard edges, the bondagu- 
inspired collevlions, though, got 
him press, [It hired lhe actors and 
Ihe rovk stars. They in urn 
the magnetic pull that aut 


screaming fans. Fashion was nat en- 
lertainınent, İt was merely clothes, 

Versace was 30 years-old when he 
laınched his signature collection in 
1978. I1 was an almosl inmedialc 
success, Over time, his work was 
celebrated nol only in fashion an- 
nls fur ils brashnwss, bul alse in 
museums because of the ways il 
rwfeclud lhe culure aul reener- 
girr the Ud World artistry of the 
“petile mins,” or svuMress of tie 
cular, 

He heuled iı ftmily-run conpxny 


al itclules meus aud women's 


Vu 


mney to spend on them. 
"He bronglt a wotderful seus ul 


Sinyunslip to clothes," says lang- 
Wo,  frigranCes, iCussurics, أ‎ 1 Fully Allen Mel 1 
humewares, books aud a planned ‘tar of Allure. "Ther 
cosmetics line. The cumpany hirl 1 


r crowd, and hey hu 
ik chutes,” 
uncle 


weldwide sales csliuutetl al SAS 
millien four THN, 

Versace learned about the [asl 
kn business frnn his mother while 
gring up in Reggio li Calabria, in 
Ihe sll of aly, She was a (rese 
maker il rın a boulique. Hix 
father was i pplince silesmnitn, 

lu LT Versice moverl to Mfilan, 
where lw jined a cretive clre f 
fuslince designers, Tht wus ihe 
Wil gE wurketl Ihen. Desiggnurs 
jury of ã Surî, working 
for whalever fashicn house was in 
nul uf their services, Verse 
workecl fur labels like Callaghan, 
Cumplicr and Genny, 

Those wlın were part of the in- 
dustry Ihen remember that he 
made 4 strong impavt in Milan 


Male I atlentim of Ihe 
press, bl iy ib lulped lo vel 
Iremls. In 144 
sl Coxlu 
wurll lor’. HF . 
wilh perstars Hom Mimi tu | <... 18... 
Sylrester Stallone. He knew their 
images were global. 

And Verse wis lukinkg Io cre. | 
ate strongholds not just in Eurape | 
a He Unid Sites, bt also in 
Jaan, he Middk: 
America. “Ax fu as 
they wore very organized. very 
driven by growth, and gruwth in 


fort | 


in industry. Versue ils Wils 
helped along by the French, As he 
was just getling slarlwd, retailers 
were becoming (lisenchanlecl with 
Paris. The Frncth were said to be 


hil finaucial suirls — [le Aclilles" 
heel of many designers. 

He had lhe guod fortune of 
having worked with businesssavvy 


ol and South 


5 / Dunalclla Cirombeli, owner uf the | new untegories,” says Neva Hall, 
wilh 1thusc carly collections. | nutoriously difficult lo wurk with. Italian manufacturing powerhouse | who for five years headed up 
Ubservers kew that Versace was “The Italians were gift-givers and | that includes Genny antl Complice, | Neiman Marcus™s couture and de- 
someone lu watch. When lie | luuch4takers,” says Mary Lou | And be had his brother Santo, who signer sportswear division. “Thuy 


starled his own line, without sub- 
lanlial outside backing, he sur- 
roundel hinıself with his family. 
His older brother, Santo, was Ile 
financial wizarcl. His sister, Dona- 
tella, was lis muse, his sounding 
board, Lhe fire starter and laler, 
within lhe enterlainmenl industry, 
a rainmakur. 

3 Versace bruke away from a rela 
tively small pack of upstarls in 
Milan. He was helped along by Ital- 
lan textile mills, which tend to func- 
tion in collaboralion with italian 
designers to create a national fash- 


Luther, a longıime fashion writer 
who has covered (he inulustry fur 
mıûre than 30 years. “ftalians, 
lhrough their generosily of spiril 
ancl business sense, outsmarled the 
French." 

Back then, the ficll of clesigners 
wasn't sû crowded. Tuday, anyone 
with a (iream ùnd bult of fabric 
thinks it's possible to kıunrh a cal- 
lection. 

Versace was one of the last to 
stake a clainı before the industry 
exploded. And. thanks to an early 
aclvantngeous apprenticeship, he 


aL an Carly axe had worked in their 
father's bookkeeping office. 

Once Lulher asked Versace why 
he never’ wore ties even though he 
made theıı for his menswvar line. "I 
remember he sald, ' make ties be- 
cause my brother neccls them lo 
sell." 

For tlıose who only have a pass- 
ing inlerest in lashion — a gliınpse 
of a runway show un television, a 
quick flip through a magazine — it 
might seem thal Versace designecl 
only the nıost extreme garments, 
things that only a ruck star or movie 


were iuatkeling-savvy.” 

Versave had an unmistakable 
slyle. Ant! thal's what every de- 
sigher ncetls to succued. Whether 
ifs the sublle slouch of Giorgio Ar- 
mani, ihe interlocking C's aud 
quilted purses of Chancl or the Yan. 
kuve twceds ol Ralph Lauren, cus 
tomers buy (lesigner clothing 
berause of what il conveys to those 
around them. 

Say's Hall: “You'd know a Versace 
«lress a block away.” 

From thc very beginning, that 
liad been the point. 


. . . antl Liz Hurley 


The case likely will ıot go to {rial 
unlil nex{ year. In the meantime, 1ıe 
42-yearoll physician resigned her 


Luned a Jife-ending injection. "1 ant 
still shocked by it.” Lastowski sail. 
“We took it for granted thal thcy 


Canadian Physician Faces Murder Charge 


Howard Schnelder rizecl as a lethal injection drug for | phine, are considered avecptable | intensive care past at the Victoria | would take him off the life suppurt 
ih Halifax, Nova Scotla execlilions in some American | palliutives, eveu in dusts that ar | General unil of Ihe heallh sciences Î s1" set nature take HS couree, built 
prisonê. gurbly- accelerte the nomen vf | center, lhe lrgest medical cumplex | ı!. dicl not happen. 


Y EARLY November, Paul Mills 

hal undergone 10 operations 
ver six montlıs assaciated with his 
throat cancer an(l was, according 10 
uffwiuls al the Queen Elizabeth II 
lUcallh Sciencvs Center, in “tremenr 
dous discunfort." Life support had 
been withdrawn al the request of 
his fauily. He was wrackegl witlı ine 
fevtion att wilhin hours of death. 

It was then that intensive care 
physician, Nancy Morrison, took. a 
step thal her supporters contend 
Was well witkin a doctor's province 
Eiveu the patient's condition, but 
thal others say went too far, She 
administered a. dose of potassium 
chloride, a drug that can be thera 
peutic under certain conditions,. but 
hat, in sufficient quantity, stops the 
so efficiently that it is autho- 


Mills died, aul Morrison was 
charged with firsldegréte nıurder, 
in a case that mighl prompt Canada 
to address meulical, legal aud ethical 
issues il has so far skirted.. Unlike 
the United Sines, where thé #uj- 
cides assisted by the physician, Jack 
Kevorkian, and other cases, are 
leading slate governments to set 
rules for how and wlıen the life’ of 


death, wliile others, Hike putassiam Û ite Custer Cauda. She iu still pruc- 
chloride, are taboo because they f ticing meclicine and remains on Ihe 
accelerate it too nucl.. : staff of Dalhousir? Universily's med- 
“Euthanasia andl mercy killing are | ical sclul. 

nol terms known in Cunadlian law,” Mills was recorded as having 
proseculor Cmig Holierill told j diced of naiural causes related to his 
Maclenn's ınagazine. "This is a first- | infeeliuns, and ü0 autopsy wus per- 
degrve murder charge, anl lin ar- | formed. Pink sail it night be cliffi- 
gulng that she killecl him." eult lor prosecutars lo cbuvince a 
„. Twice in Ontario, health care pro- | jury tlie lnjeclion uf potasslun chlo- 
terminally ill palients can be ended, | fesslonnls, have been charged with | ride is whal ended the life of a man 
Canada Is .only beginning to con- | murder for. using potassium chlo- | whose system was already shulllng 
front those questions. ride on terminally ill paticnts, but in Î down, let alone . prove bis, death 
. Catadian federal law ,prulibits | both cases prosecutors reduced the | amounts to a plaıncd killing. 

assisting in a suicides; and convicion | charge to the less serious “adminis | . Working against Morrison, how- 
carries criminal-penaitles of up to 14 | tering a noxious substance.” ever, is the ‘fact .that she did: not 
years, But when it comes to:manag- | .' Morrison's lawyer, Joel Pink, said | consult the fnoılly. Mill's widow, 
ing the end of Jife, Morrison's | no such deals are being offered in | Dorice Lastowskl,' said in a tele- 
lawyer: and others say Canadian | her case, and even if they. were, | phone interview that the family 
doctors practice in a gray area | Morrison feels she did -.nothing Î had agreed to end life support, but 
where şome .drugs, including mor- | wrong, : “| f that she would never have sanc- 


tknuw he was a very sick ınan,” 

lıe said, but “if (ocl was realy to 

come and get him, He would have 

come andl got him ... Ever if it hul 

been a merry killing, You have nu 
right lo lake somnebudy'x Ife.” 

An ternal review was conumisr 
sioned, and Morrison Was sum 
pended for Ihree‘ months. fru 
praciicing in intensive cave. Che cul: 
league, dissatisfied with that pun- 
ishmont, triggered Lhe murder 
Investigation by notifying police. 
` "There is a line between accept- 
ablc mttîcal praclice and unatcepi- 
able medical practice, but the Une is 
gray and it i8 a foot wicle,” sald 
Peter Spurway, public affairs direc- 
lor for the hospltal center, “It lias 
been ignored: because it is. politi- 
cally difficult." . : 
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U.S., Europe 
Clash over 
Boeing Deal 


Steven Pearlstein 
and Anne Swardson 


ا س 
"EE Clinton administra |‏ 
considering how to real;‏ 
against Europe if it makes good a‏ 
its threat to try to undermie tk‏ 
merger of U.S. aerospace gut!‏ 
Boeing Cu. and McDonnell Doug)‏ 
Corp. |‏ 
The looming trans-Atlantic dsj‏ 
pute was the subject of a Mir;‏ 
House meeting last week sited‏ 
by the secretaries of commemek}‏ 
1ransportation, the U.S, irade reye |‏ ا 
sentative, officials of the Peng!‏ ا 
arıd State Department, and thepre `‏ اک 
ident’s two top economic advisers |‏ 

n caught. 


The officials considered a ur 
ber of possible actions against br’ 
Europeans. These include niy 
flights between the United Ss j, 
and France, imposing tarih i | 
European airplanes and filing né! 
ficial protest with the World Tri’ 
Organizatiun. 

While no decisions were wk 
1hce officials agreed to put E 
weight of the government bell 
Boeing niow that it has rece 
proval fur the $15 billion jt 
fron the Federal Timde Comunis#: 

Administratiun spokes 
Michael MeCurry tokl reporters 
the While House last week hatte: 
sıllılions will he European UF: 
are “ongoing” ancl (e presite 
remains "herplul" tht oulstak: 
issues cun be resolvel. The Flv 
peans, however, ire showing N= 
elinalin lowartl compromi%. 

In Brussels kist wek, air 
ruguliurs trom all 15 Eek 
Lui member e f 
firme opposition lu (lie merger: 
salin (hal il would leaw BS 
witlı (we-lhirels of {he global mh 
fr comınercial airplanes 
Uirealen Ihe survival uf iê ¢ 
alher rival, Airbus Judie 
Eurupa cansurtlun Al 0 
BEurpran Conumissinn las 00 ¢ 
lharily to block A اا‎ 
Iwo U.S. firms, under Europ 1 
il cunulel e fine on Boe 
more han $4 billion. 

‘Top officinls of a 
urtment and tie Pen 
bru ls iı ant e to alay i 
penn concerts antl em 
thie aclministration would not tf 
ale undue ETE 0 
lions of an indusiry € 1 
economic and milltary strengh | 
lhe Unilecl States. 

The Europeans are also e: 
the subsidies they clei et 

bt 


Democrats over the Republicans to 
hold down taxes, according to a 
Washington Post-ABC News poll. 

These frustralions protupted 
menıbers of lhe Republican Na- 
tional Comınittee lo urge RNC 
chairman Jim Nicholson to convene 
a parly sumnıit to bring the bicker- 
ing lo an end ancl produce a new 
agenda that the parly can push once 
lhe budget anıl inx f[iglıts are sel- 
Hecl. But many Republics fear lhe 
uaresl will coninuc well inl (lhe 
presidenlinl cinpttign in AI, 

Parly leaders and activists of 
fered û varidy uf explanalions for’ 
the problems, incluling the rliffi- 
culty of trying lo be a governing 
party from Capilol Lill. 

“We are clearly suffering fram 
Ihe transition of hitviug bew o prirsi- 
ırly lo e Hull is mate 
diverse, will power Uil is nur lil 
fuse," sail To Rill, tw ritil 
commiHlecnan from New Iliuyr 
shire. 

Anuther Republica was more 
blunt: "TH we lil a slug leader in 
either House lo rally iruunl, we 
wouldu'l have Ilis problen," he 
sall. 


rencting in fury lo moves by the 
Bush antl Clinton adininislrati 
support ‘Taiwan niilitarily. 
recenl American cffurl lo gul J 
to lake on more military respons 
ily for the regi as purl of (he U.S,- 
Japan bilateral serurlty pct has also 
stirred Chinese resentncnt anl 
suspicion. 

“Asian securily shoull be de- 
cided by Aslans,”" sall Chinese For- 
elgn Ministry spukesnıan Shen 
Guofang in April. His cumment took 
U.S. military analysis aback andl was 
cited last ınonth by the Far East 
Economic Revicw as part of 4 devel 
oping Chinese diplomatic canpaign 
against the U,.S..Japanese partner- 
ship in the Pacific. 

China now advocates replacing 


MeDonnell Douglas are 
from the Pentagor and NASA 
form of rescarch r 
contracts to develop 2 3 
welght materials r 5 :ل‎ 
lanes. Boeing : an ا‎ 
a that since the ا‎ 
not yet being used to inl i 


bilateral security arrangements with | mercial jets, the 8 
freefloating multilateral regional | does not violate a 1992 trey | 
organizations, much as the Soviet | the Europeans ا‎ gore 8 
Union once proposed that NATO be | subsidies to aircraft m 


dismantled and a Common Euro- 
pean Hone established. 1 

‘These nıoves suggest that Presi- 
dent Clinton will be pushed hard in 
the autumn summit to weaken U.S. 
defense commitments to ‘Taiwan 
and Japan aa the price for.a strategic 
partnership with Beijlng and access 
to the El Dorado riches that U.S. 
companies seek there. 
ı Only one answer from Clinton 
can: be acceptable in: that case: No 
deal. 


ridiculous,” sald lan Mê: 
bus's financial controller. rept 
Boeing has offered I i, yf 
nually to the EU on the f 
unclassified R&D contract. 


the government. But the; 


isting the U.S. 
are İnsisting he 1 


the Boeing deal. 
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Noted Gn Man & Republican Thug 


‘Nasty Newt ‘Gingrich 


Weld lashed out at Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chairman 
Jesse Helms, R-North Carolina, 
accusing Helms of “ideological ex- 
tortion" in holding up his proposed 
nomination to be Clinton's ambas- 
sador to Mexico. 

Weld and Helms disagree on 
social issues, such as abortion and 
gay rights, and Helms has accused 
Weld of being soft on the war 
againsl drugs. Weld's attack un 
Helms threatens to sirain relations 
between the party's moderate anl 
conservative Wings. 

Republicans haven't fully recuv- 
ered from the public relaligns 
debacle of the fight over disasler 
relief, in which {he presiclent veloecl 
a (lisaster-aid bill and charged tlıal 
the Republicans had loaded it up 
with extraneous iasues, Eveslually 
ihe Republicans cavecl 1o Clinoun's 
pressure, Now they (var Clinton is 
on {he brirık of stealing (he {nx iss 
frum them as they settle the final 
teruıs of balancing tl budgut. 

Culling taxes unce was the Re- 
publicons' mosl powerful political 
wuapon; toclay, by a slight arin, 
Americans say they {rust {he 


for acts of thuqggery, n „dig- 
1 


These problems are responsible 
not only for the complaints about 
Gingrich's leadership that brought 
about the abortive coup attempt Dut 
also for an egcalation in long-stand- 
ing tensions between economic and 
social conservatives and northern 
and southern Republicans. 

Many conservatives complain 
that the party is losing its identity as 
a result of Clinton's shift to the cen- 
ter and what they say is their leader 
ship's collective lack of courage in 
developing a clear conservative al- 
ternative to the president's policies. 
Moderates complain that conserva- 
tives care more about ideologlcal 
purity than governing. With no one 
exerting strong leadership, the frng- 
ınentation of the parly bas in. 
creased. 

“We are like the Democrats of {he 
'GOs and "70s," said one midwestern 

Republicın,. “Remember when 
Republicans uscd lo laugh at Demo- 
crats beuting themselves up? Now 
we're doing the same thing.” 

Giugrich's problems drew the 
headlines, but there were other 
signs of unrest last week. În Boslon, 
Massachusetts Gov. William F., 


Dan Balz and Cecl Connolly 
in Cleveland 


HE INFIGHTING over the 
[ leadership of House Speaker 

Newt Gingrich, R-Georgia, 
that rocked House Republicans last 
week reflects far deeper problems 
than a debate over who will lead the 
House, 

Republican activists and key 
strategists interviewed over the past 
week say the absence of leadership 
nationally and lack of consensus on 
a new party agenda invite intens 
fled intraparty conflict that will 
leave Republicans weakened in up- 
coming baltles with President Clin- 
ton and the Democrats. 

"We don't have unifying themes 
and we dont have unifying leader- 
ship,” said Steve Merksamer, who 
was chief of staff to former Califor- 
nia governor George Deukmejian. 
“We have control of both houses [of 
Congress] and the country sympa- 
thetlc to our agenda . . . and what 
are we doing with it? We're squan- 
dering it.” 

The uproar over Gingrich's weak- 
ened leadership, which led to the 
hasty resignation of Rep, Bill Paxon, 
R-New York, as a key member of the 
speaker’s team in the House, helped 
crystallize a growing senge of frus- 
tration within the party. As one top 
party strategist put it last week, 
"The tragedy is that we're on the 
verge of passing o balanced budget 
and cutting taxes and we're in a cir 
cle shooling cack other." 

In one sense, the frustration 
grows out of the party's collective 
fallure to compete against a populer 
president who they belicve has 
stolen thelr best issues and thrown 
them back in their faces. 

"lhe party's problems also reflect 

a loss of confidence in their own 
agenda. Support for’ the potency of 
supply-side economics has frayed in 
the face of the strong economy, and 
with Clinton and Ll Republicans 
nearing agreement on a balaıwed 
budget with tax cuts, there is no 
consensus about how to sliapd a 
new agenda. 


China Challenging U.S. Power in Pacific 


single most important anıbition at 
the beginning of the next century. 

Since the Nixon adminislrntion 
adopted Beijing as a strategic ally 
against Moscow in 1972, China las 
been studiously ambiguous about 
America's nıllitary facilities in 
Japan, South Korea and Southeast 
Asia. Official Chinese comnıents 
about foreign bases as the out 
moded legacy of colonialism have 
traditionally been balanced by infor- 
mal but authoritative praise for the 
American role aa “the cork in the 
battle" of Japanese militarism. 

A Chinese academician explains 
Beijing's view this way: If China 
were asked to pay the cost of U.S. 
bases in Japan as a way of keeping 
Japan from pursuing nuclear 
weapons and a strong military, it 
would be in China's interest to pay 
the cost, 

Beljing has also seemed to wel- 
come quietly the U.S. presence in 
South Korea a8 preventing war on 
China's border. At the sane time, 
Beijing openly opposes. any U.S. 
military presence that inhibits its 


freedom of action in the. Taiwan 


Strait or the South China Sea. 

This. once delicate balance has 
shifted as disagreement over Tal 
wan has mounted, with Beijing 


Manchu runs the Politburo in 
Beijing. 

The Senate probe has established 
that there Is substantial evidence 
that senior Chinese officials did 
plan to divert some of their lobbying 
effort and money directly into U.S. 
political campaigns in ways that 
probably violated U.S. law. 

How much and to what purpose 
1s likely never to be clear, 

‘The Chinese government and the 
Clînton administration share a 
common interest in hoping that the 
campaign finance scandal will blow 
over. An ambiguous outcome to the 
scandal investigations would pernıit 
the mid-autumn Washington sum- 
mıit President Clinton has scheduled 
with Chinese leader Jiang Zemin to 
stay on track. 

Harder far the two leaders to 
sweep aside are the emerging signs 
that China no longer sees a long- 
term large American military pres- 
ence ir: the Pacific as stabilizing. 
Having pocketed Hong Kong, China 
has turned to the reabsorption of 
‘Taiwan as its next big project. 

On this subject, U.S. and Chinese 
interests diverge and could produce 
armed conflict. In this scenario, U.S, 
forces in the region become a 


serlous impediment for China's - 


OPINION 
Jim Hoagland 


WwW HILE Senate Republicans 
labor to implicate the Clinton 
White House and the Chinese gov- 
ernment in campaign finance scan- 
«lal, another and ultimately more 
important investigation of Chinese 
intentions toward America is under 
way in Washington. 

The other inquiry, taking place 
quietly at the Pentagon and else- 
where in the foreign policy estab- 
lishment, involves signs of a 
dleveloping opposition in Beijing to 
Aınerica's long-term military pres- 
ence İn Asia. A quartercentury of 
Chinese ambivalence about the sta- 
tioning of U.S. warships, aircraft and 
troops in the Pacific appears to be 
hardening into a suspicion and ulti 
mate Chinese rejection of the bal- 
ance of power in the region. 

Both investigations demonstrate 
that China is on the mind of official 
Washington as no country has been 
since the Soviet Union at the height 
of the Cold War. 

Beljing inspires greed, fear and 
hope on a grand scale inı the Ameri- 
can mind, where dreams of great 
wealth compete with fears that Fu 


Cohabitation 
marked by 
verbal spats 


Ollvler Blffaud 
and Michel Noblecourt 


IX weeks afler lhe French right 
losl the snap election call: 
President Jacques Chirac, 
power-sbariigg MTiANKgUMEN, o “Uu 
betwen he prusitlenl 
aul prime n 1 Jospin, 

i» emerurl 


it char ler Jt 
fully {e vx 


hit he ilmi 
0 both his right 
on Ihe FR "I 


pass jirlgrnent 
moBt's pot fur 


۱ in tlw 
runing ul the COUHINY'. 

Nu one expuuted Chili Lu iuput 
subh û obahve iw. He 
sel alos every ure heady 
Aken by Ue bony ‘MU 
Hate, DU mes 
Ms. U biin 
1 se wu, | 
aut i eee ol jale 
bul ın Mo ME teme ls bus j 
dl bis frienels, wints to delel liin : 
Lorri ME is 4 plan ule 
ful I lic About Alin Jupp 
prt ain.” 

Jospin wet on the cnuerallan 
ue coun OL USTs ues liy 4 
ter. He temin Chirac ot Mitr 
ules 5 ad ZU ul the Conslitulin, 
which define Ihe respective jprerug- 
atives of lhe president anl hv 
prime nıinister, In his view ihe pru's- 
ident, who on Bastille Day had pro- 
pounded 4 policy that hal ben 
rejcetedl by voters, could nol disre« 
garcl tlne fact that lere had becn a 
change uf government. 

When, at the beginning ol the 
first “cohabitalion” in 1986, Presi 
dent Trançois Mitterrand refused to 
sign a decree authorising the pri 
valisation legislation lhe govern- 
ment wanted to introduce, Chirac, 
then prime minister, told television 
viewers thal the presitlent was Op- 
posing the clearly expressed wishes 
of the majority of Frencl voters. He 
insisted on being granted the legit 
macy that the general election a few 
months earlier had bestowed on 
him as prinıe minister. 

The same day, the then govern- 
ment spokesman, Juppé, insisted 
that the government, which had 
been elected by the people, should 
have “the final say". That was pre- 
cisely the expression uged by 
Chirac on July 14, the difference 
being that on that occasion he wus 
talking abont il as a presidential 
prerogative. 

After the July 16 council of minis 
ters, a spokeswoman for the presi 
dency said {hat Chirac hoped {he 
“cohabitation would be “conslruc- 
tive” and that he would “continue, 
when he thought it necessary, to tell 
the French what he (hought of 
major issues affecting . France's 
future”, : 2 

According to a minister present 
al the meeting, Chirac told those 
present that he would, of courge, lel 
the goverument get on with the acl 


>] 


July 1 7 


. of governing. 


` Ghirao's folly, page 18 


iluding the uoolved rurderr 
ylojourualisl Jose I vis Caberits 
in Jury, He is banking on his 
wile lo help bim win Ihe teber 
elertion. Hilla Duballe, wlio will 
lead the Perogist list of parliiuitern- 
ry cundidales, likes lo bv Cet 
pared lo the legendary Evi. She 
has organised an impressive social 
aid slructure thal has an annual 
buclget of $180 nıillion and employs 
20,000 women to help the poorest 
sections of the communities. 
Twenlythret years after the 
death of Peron, Plaza cle Mayu cone 
tinues to be the venue of mass 
denonsiralions, but political debate 
in Argentina seems still to take 
place ûnly within Peronist ranks. 
(July 17) 


Argentina’s wealth 


44 


2 


Muskecl fnecs af prolesl on (he nireets of Buenos Aires this month 


îbat I unly uppusitiun lo the pov 
iM came lum the ranks uf 
Porunists in pu lle wan 
ring lo sCutbing isnt of Ih uve 
rms vu policy by the 
Porunis Eduat dn Dubialde, ie: uve 
urn ul Buvnos Aires province ind 
ihe candilale best-placud 10 suc 
cel Mernent as president he Cun 
slUtulion tloes not allow him to slauel 
fora third term). 

Duhalde has tried to distance 
himself Irom Menem by calling for 
greater social justice. Yet Buenos 
Aires province, the most populated 
province with almost a third of the 
country's population of 33 million, 
has one of the highest unenıploy- 
ment rates in the cûuntry, 

Duhalde'’s record has been tar- 
nished by corruption scandals 


Aires. 

slike le puolonl 
wlarics ancl the lick ol funrls gull 
into cclucitiun, The biggest leucbers’ 
union claims hat aches mw ut 
unly 37 pur ent ul lhuir VNU py. 

The marquee has becom 
onal symbol. Every day there are 
demonstmMions of suliclarity, not 
only from the public, but front polili- 
clans, showbiz persunalities a 
first-livision footballers. 

The sharp discrepancy between 
these lwo faces of Argentina İs at 
the centre of debate in the run-up to 
October 20's parliamentary byelec- 
tions, a lilmus test [or tle 1999 
presidential election. 

Another paradox was recently 
pointed out by the finance minister, 
Roque Fernandez, wlıen he stated 


hers on unger 


GIJARCIAN WEEFLY 
ly 27 97 


Poor demand share of 


. Christine Legrand 


in Buenos Aires 
ب‎ 


۹ HEY van go on 1,000 
marches and organise 
1,000 strikes, but it 
wont change anything," Argenlina's 
Presidenl Carlos Menem said after 
30,000 people clemonstratecl in the 
sires of Buenos Aires on July 11. 

The clemonstration was bhackecl 
by opposition parties and the bisli- 
nps of La Quiaca, 1.800km north 
wesl of le cal ancl of Zarali- 
Lampani in Bucnus Aires province, 
two rvgions hal have been hard hil 
by unempluymeut and poverty, 

‘the Mothers uf Plnzia tl Mayu, 
the Movement of Fighting Furmers’ 
Wis, rlirud people, Lachurs annel 
rule uiunisls, illustralecl he pa'a- 


j dox of Argumina's two conlriaSling 


ings, In nticrurvonumnir terns, 
the country lus never had İl so 
goal sime the Lliirties, when 
Arulina rmked As une of the 15 
welliisl counties, GDP has 
grown by N per cent in lh pistl 13 
months. inaliu, ouee crippling, is 
virluly nnrexislent, ad forcil 
inetmenl is pouring İn, Since 
HEA, nt coun the privalisalion 
al public util foreign iNVUSLOrS 
biwe spel mov: uu $7 billion ou 
buying Argentine contpanics, 

Inve dre CUUUNE tn gel ù 
dak in the car bd cunstruclion 
iiusries, mincs anl farrning, This 
Prusjuruus his pressing for ot’ 
Privutisalions, greater Jercgulatiun 
aml û free ınarket., 

Menem, whu firmly set the coun- 
Iry on a neoliberal course seven 
ytars ago, cannut reconcile the i- 
trusts of the clominant class witlı 
mounting social unresl, Negotia- 
tons on the introduction of more 
exible labour laws rsulted in the 
government rerıching an agreeneuıt 
his month wilh the Argentine trade 
union federation, CGT, but not with 
the big industrial companies. 

For the past three nonths, a huge 
while marquee has stood in front of 
the Congress building in Buenos 


according to Alain Pouliquen, head 
of research al France's Nalional 
Agricultural Research Institute. 
Cereal exporters, especially in 
Hungary, have a good chance of 
making the grade, thanks to their 
low prices. But low yields may limit 
their export volumes. Pouliquen 
says that farm productivity stands at 
about 10 per cent of the EU average 
in Poland, 20 per cent in tle Czech 
Republic, and 35 per cent in Hun- 


gary. 

When Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic Join the EU, they 
will have to lif customs harriers 
with all other nıember slates. ‘This 
will turn those countries nol into €x- 
porters of farm produce but, on the 
contrary, will create ready markets 
far weşt Europeans to exploil 

But the central European agricul- 
tural foodstuffs sector has one, or 
two feathers in Its cap, İiucluding the 


` restrucluring of the Polial dairy 
. sector, malnly thanks to investment 
' by the French conıpany Danone, 

lf the EU is enlarged, how com: | 


Polish dairy products have found 
many outlets in eastern Durope, a5 
well as in cities that were once part 


` of the Soviet Union —-.and whose 


demandls, in,.terms of quallty and 


: marketing are much lower than 


those of EU countries. ., f 
uly 17) 


Farm issues dominate EU enlargement 


is not geared to any developnıent 
policy. Its role is mainly social: it 
makes it possible to employ those 
who lost out during the transition to 
democracy, in mıany cases people 
unable to find Jobs in the cities, 

The new privately-owned farms 
are starved of capital. Banks turn a 
deaf ear to their demands, as do 
foreign investors. The central 
European governments’ response 
to the farming crisis — the fall in 
output that continued until 1995, 
and the loss of some exporl mar 
kets — has been to lry to set up 
farm support systems. 

. The Czech government las cre- 
ated a şystem of, longterm, HOw- 


interest lonns to help farmers to buy |. 


equipment. There are high hopes, 
particularly in Poland, that the EU 
will eventually replace government 
subsidy systems wiih a welHinanced 
rural development stratéuy. .. ,. 


petitive will Polish, Czech and, Hun- 


. garlan products be? Not very, lo. 


judge from reçent surveys. “Farm- 
gate prices of plgs, chickens, eggs, 
Bik aad beef in those,countrieg are. 
very similar , to, and. somelimes, 
higher than,’ those in the EU," 


sweeping restructuring became 
necessary, Land was decollec- 
tivised, privatised or returned to its 
original owners, Big state farms and 
cooperatives went over to the pri- 
vate sector. New markets were ex- 
plored. Almost 90 per cent of all 
arable land was privatised. 

The results vary considerably 
from one region to another. It is 
hard to compare, for example, 
southern Hungary, where large 
farms are making efforts to mod- 
ernise and become profitable, and 
the northeast of the country where 
the agricultural foodstuffs sector, 
which once relied on Soviet mar- 
keta, is now struggling. 

There are differences between 
countries. The Czech Republic and 
Hungary have gone all out for cor- 
porate farning. Big farmş inherited 
from the socialist period have been 
transformed into limited companies. 


' Farmers still enjoy the relative com- 
` fort of being salaried workers, the 
. difference with the past being that 


their employer may, now go bust, . 
Polish agriculture consists mainly 


. of small and medium-sized farms —~ 
. a pattern similar to that found in the 


ÊU; But Poland's micro-farm'systenı 


Natalle Nougayrède 


CRICULTURE is one of the 
trickiest issues affecting the 
enlargement of the European Union 
to the east. 
The farm sector occupies anı im- 
Portant place in the economies of 
central Europe: one in four Poles is 


şi | û farmer; the figures for Hungary 


and e Republic are 8,5 and 
« per cent respectively, but the 
tecordedl decrease fn the number of 
armers in those two countries since 

would seem to be mainly due 
t0 stalistical reclassification, They 
SOmpare with an EU average of 


.„ Since the fall of communieın, 


ming in central Europe has 
8 0 — and continues to 
dergo — major changes. It was 
it by the deep recession that 

the disappearance of the 


: Boctallst model, “| 
poo, and The Man Who 0 1 1984, th el. “Between 1989 and 


e overall fall in GDP. was 20 
cent on average. By way of com- 


scant chance of being ; on, Hungary's GD 1 
in the postSpielberg era e (anl 10 per cent during the ree 
E CL 
only to je ieighbori r wy mist; Tibı : 

plex sturffed witli footllng 0 


ACT A crisis of that magnitude, 


j.58 per cent, 
infamed, the rapaciouane le’ Û. Since 1l 


n 


lurv, Pir 
his ust salilying efforl 1 
cuınlers Of The Third ر‎ 
Afler high school, Spieler. 
sînuatecl himself rout e 
of Universal Sludios and, wil 
vars, helmed episodes of Kk 
Galery, Columbo and other teli’ 
sion series and the tenge, lele 
cally accomplished mader 
muvic Ducl, With 1974's The: 
lune xpress, he gratluated lo 
dlrical features, creating a sting 
box-nffice sensalions (Jaws, Cus 
FEncounters, the Indiana Jones lt 
uv, ET} punctuated by oisheg: 
1en flops (1941, Always, Hook. 
ilu nidl-80s, having directed ff 
fealures, procluced an equal nun 
ol muvies by other [ilmmakers 
massed i fortune, he DERAN r 
ing cili approval and vainlj i 
«lressed unchiuracleristically mairr 
themes — the plight of soutien 7 
blacks (Ihe Color Purple), childr: 
in warime {Enıpire Jf The u) = 
butore avluieving this goal «i 
1 Aclenıy _Awardwinnc; 
Holucaus clr, Schindler's U’ 
Wl else bul Spielberg could he: 
been sullicivnlly cunning lo tm; 
bis loıg-awaiteıl Best Picture Ox: 
by ılevisisıg whit critic J. Hobero.’ 
calel “a feclgourl entertainers 
about Iu ulimit fouwkhad espe 
tee ofthe Iwentith century? 
Selburyg regards hinmsell 
loess his prolagunisls, a9 
Everyday Rugular [ella," and 
Cus arlistie Isles Û 
wets Normun Rockwell pili 
aml Disney animation cels ~i 
lo reitlurcv his image, Yel, iF 
ات ت ا ا ا‎ 


There are hints thal 
Spielberg Is more 
complicated than a 


stunted Peter Pan 
ف و‎ 


lera, greedy rel, 
ieal kudos and finan 
rewartls will collcafuCs, #' 
ness lo clislance lnimeelf fom 
bled associates (nolably, rt 
John Tandis during the ا‎ 
tion of the Splelberg-proctuced, 
light Zone mishap, which 
the lives of three people) 
tut he's considerably norê a 
calecl than aıı ematlonı il 
Peter Pan who compensates ' 
dismal childhood by 


lost-boy screen fantasies. 1 
1 to cuit 


What both books fall 
is how drastically Spiel 


cess has affected Ameren PM | 47 


ture, His strategy of entlng E 


international audiences kz) 1 


simplistic, formulaic pop ™ 
into blockbuster ‘even 


3 


şeltown bean counters. 


the year Jaws became tli | 


itable movie ever ‘made ~~ 


1 Flat Ore f: 
ood produced Orie Flew O f hard hl 
Cuekco'a Nest, Nashvilê: Bl} gilo by 


Lyndon, Dog Day After j 


King, adult projects that 1 fer 


erê you're witıessİing islet, 


Joel E. Siegel 


STEVEN SPIELBERG 

The Unauthorized Biography 
By Jolın Baxter 
HarperCollins, 457pp. $25 


STEVEN SPIELBERG 

A Blograplhıy 

By Jaseph McBride 

Simon & Schuster. 528pp. $30 


IHS: MASTERING object of 

Steven Spielberg's life, like 

that of his movies, is sucess 
at lhe expeuse of substance. One 
woultl vxpecl lhe siga of Ue world's 
richesl, most celebraled Hlumaker’ 
to be packed wilh challenges and 
conflicts, the biographical equiva- 
lent uf his rollercoaster procluc- 
tions. What's surprising, even 
shocking, about these two lefty 
tomis is {he bannlily of Spirlberg's 
story, as mundane as the suburbia 
that spawned him and tlıat he ccle- 
brates in his work, 

Anticipating a fHure autobiogra- 
phy, Spiclberg und lis key assoui- 
ales refused lo mecl wilh lis present 
cbroniclers — American film Distr 
rian Joseph McBride andl Australia 
bor'n crilic-novelist-bruadvasler John 
Baxter. Consequcnlly, these unalı- 
thorizecl biographers were forced to 
draw heavily on lhe same pool of 
previously publishel imervicws, 
which resulls iu cousiclernble anue- 
clotal overlap. 

A lireless researcler, MeBricle 
spent Hev year Iru'king clown 
more Hun 300 of Spilberg's lenelh- 
ers, nwigghbors, voulait aml 
friends, his zealousness refleuletl by 
50 pages of source ocumentitin 
ancl dozens uf footnotes, The rsull 
is probably more information than 
anyone cares to know about the Hlnn- 
maker's carly year; Û tikes MvBriclt’ 
132 lypedense ufos to rah his 
subject's biglı sclinol grucluution. [u 
terms of sheer (lata, McBride far out- 
classes his compctllorr. 

Drawing on only û lozen or s0 
fresh interviews and sprinklerl witl 
careless errors (Albert Bruoks (lil 
nat dire Brondcust Nuws; the 1A 
linc uf + 
smash is "I 
phone home," 
largely u cut-and-paste job brtsutl on 
secCoMlnry sorve, But ue hors 
uCoTaphical anl skepticid tlislanve 
subject afforcls him u per 
spective McBride lacks. A sntoothur 
slylisl, Baxter kece his adccounl 
moving, puintedly probus some dis- 
quieling episocles in his subject's 
profcssional aud personal history, 
and provilêes 4 tısefuul artislle and 
commercial conlexl in which to 
view the filmmakers ascent. Eaclı 
biography has admirable qualities, 
notably McBride's (loggedness and 
Baxter's detachment, but either will 
suffice. Plowing Lhrough two ac- 
counts of this less-than-gripping life 
can be recommended only to Spiel- 
berg obsessives. 

In interviews, Spielberg whin- 
ingly depicts his childhood a48 a 
movable trauma. Dragged by his 
peripatetic, indulgent, ilmated par- 
ents —~ Arnold, an Innovative electri- 
cal engineer, and Leah, a frustrated 
suburban bohemian — from Ohio-to 
New Jersey to Arizona to Northern 
California, he was academically and 
athletically inept and, he ‘alleges, 
tormefîted continuously by youthful 
anti-Semites, (Many of: McBride's 
informants question the existence 
of these persecutors.) Escaping into 
pop culture fantasies Spielberg dis 
covered his metier; By’ ‘his: early 
teens, he’ was programming : and 


e 
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claims. Instead she's at her best 
when her subjects seem at their 
most ınodesl and most pcrsonal, 1 
enjoyed the wicked eye with which 
she clescribes the visit to India af 
an American corporale group 
called the “Young Presidents’ Or- 
ganization," a description thal re 
calls her 1980 Karman Cula, a 
sharply satiric account ul lhe Ina 
keting of Indian spiritually in {he 
Wert. 

She offers an enchanting cnsay 
on her own childhood reading, on 
“lending libraries . , . that fit into 
garishly painted tin trunks, small 
enough to be strapped onto the 
backs of bicycles." And I think 1l 
always remember a piece about a 
filmmaker who raised the money 
for his movies literally at the grass- 
roots level. He hired a van and a 
projector, and travelled from Vil- 
lage to village, showing classics in 
the rice fields; Battleship Potemkin 
was the villagers’ great favorite, 

Parts of Snakes And Ladders be- 
tray their origins as magazine arti- 
clea, pieces not only for Britain's 
Sunday Times but for Vogue and 
House And Garden as well. The 
book seems to have a disjointed 
structure, its chapters loosely 
stitched together in ‘a way that 
makes it neither a unified whole nor 
a collection of fully individual es- 
says, But Gita Mehta's voice 1s 
marked by warmth and charm, and 
this volume serves as a fine re- 
minder as to why India remains, in 
the words that ahe lovingly quotes 
from Mûrk Twain, "the one land all 
men desire to see, and ‘having seen 
once, by even a glimpse, would not 
give that glimpse for the shows of 
al! the rest of the globe combined.” 


Han, 


Gita Mehta explains her view of post-colonial India, weaving the 


personal anecdote into the political chronicle 


"bored to tears" by such "overbear- 
ing leaders." 

India's ladders are more tenta- 
tively described. On one level they 
have to clo with such things as the 
existence of a free press, nnd the 
continued functioning, despite mas- 
sive corruption, of Inclian demo» 
cracy! witlı the fact as well tlıat the 
country has become self-sufficient 
in food. But Mehta is also fascinatedl 
by the resilience of ler (ellow cili 
zens, the ingenuily wilh which they 
manage lo scrape up a living in the 
ınost difficult circumstances; in one 
of the beok's most nemorable 
chapters, she functions a8 a subcon- 
tinental Studs Terkel, interviewing 


Mehta is fascinated 
by the resillence 
and Ingenuity of 
her fellow citizens 


ragpickers at work in Delhi's 
garbage dumps. And Mehta remains 
exhilarated by the astonishing scale 
of India, which beggars that of West 
ern Europe —~ a country whose 
“lack of homogeneity” means that 
"most Indians view most other Indi- 
ans as foreigners.” To Mehta that 
heterogeneity İS a strength, a point 
that she makes by contrasting India 
with Japan. For when Japan, that 
onceclosed nation, let in the West, 
the kimono virtually vanished, India, 
she writes, has never tried to banish 
the foreign; and the sari remains, 
Mehta's strongest chapters ate 
not, however, the ones İn which 
she makes such : large cultural 
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Portrait 
Of a 


Nation 


SNAKES AND LADDERS 
Gilmpsas of Modern Indla 
By Gita Mehta 

Doubleday. 297pp. $22.95 


T A DINNER party this 
spring | sat between two ıı0v- 
elists from South Asia and 
listened to them talk about conten- 
porary Iudian palitics. Was there 
any chance that the former prime 
minister, Narasimha Rao, might go 
to jail on corruption charges? How 
about the relation between the 
Hindu fundamentalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party and the thugs of Bom- 
bay's Shiv Sena? Did the Congress 
Party really think it could bring 
clown the government? The convet- 
sation was racily full of India's 
lifebloocl of gossip, and I found to 
my surprise that I could follow it all. 
But then I lad just finished reacling 
Gita Mehta's Snakes And Ladders. 

Published to celebrate tlie 50th 
anniversary of India's independence 
from Britain, Snakes And Ladders 
takes its title from a board ganıe in 
wliich a roll of the dice determines 
“how many squares a player ınay 
move." Landing at the foot of a lad- 
der lets you climb it, “sometimes 
moving thirty squares in a single 
throw.” But landing ou a anake 
means you have to slide back down 
“while your gleeful opponents 
streak] past.” 

For Mehta the game provides an 
apt metaphor for postcolonial India, 
a country that sometimes scems to 
have ‘vaulted over the painful 
stages experienced by other coun- 
tries, lifted by ladders we had no 
right to expect." But at other mo- 
ments, she adds, “we have been 
swallowed by the snakes of past 
nightmares, finding ourselves . . . 
back at square one,” 

Mehta's "glimpses of modern 
India” stand as an attenıpt to “ex- 
plain” the country to herself, an 
explanation that provides a user- 
friendly guide to the many snakes 
who have stuck their fangs into con- 
tentporary Indian politics. She be- 
gins with an account of her parents’ 
involvement in the Independence 
mavement that echaes Wordsworth 
— "Bliss was İt in that dawn to be 
alive.” But Mehta then shows how 
the promised land of independence 
has been weakened by the domi- 
nance of the Nehru Gandhi dynasty. 
Her analysis seems fair enough; 
nevertheless it will be fanıiliar to 
anyone who's read much about the 
cauntry. 

What's fresh about it is the deft- 
ness with which she weaves per- 
sonal anecdote into political 
chronicle, So she describes attend- 
ing a rally against Indira Gandhi's 
experiment in totalitarian rule, the 
“Emergency” of 1975-77, a rally held 
in Delhi's enormous Friday Mosque. 
The government cut off the electric- 
ity, and the resulting “darkness . . . 
added a somberness to the occasion 
. ., allowing us to see the great 
mosque as it must have been seen 
by” the Moghul emperors who built 
it, “ita maagive lines . . . undiministied 
by . . . neon.” And as for Mrs, 
Gandhi's claim that Indira was India 
and India Indira — well, 1 admire 
the drop-dead insouciance with 
which Mehla describes being 
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PAST 


P/AP General Design & Technology 
L Computer Litaracy 

Syslams Anaiyst 

AP Economics (Economic Theory) 
AP Economics {Econcmic Thaory/ 
Quantitalve Economics) 

L. Franch 
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L Palllcal & Administrative Studies 
Ll. Counsellor Education 
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L Philosophy ot Educatlon 
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Dean, Faculty ot Medicine & Health Sciences 
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Apnolrtments Doparimenl, ACU, 36 Gordan Squara, London WEIN DPF, UK 
(Inlernal. lel. +44 171 813 3024 (24 hour answerphone]; lax +44 171 813 3055, 
«mall: appls@acu,ac.uk), quoting relerence number ol posHs). Delalls will la 
sonl by airmali/ffirst clagë posi, A sample topy Df ihe publication Appointments 
In Commonwealth Unlversllles, Including subscripllon datalla, Is available Irom 
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PROJECT MANAGER 


Tajikistan £18,333 p.a. 
Michel Cournot Dayastated by the collapse of the Soviet Union and the civll war of 1992-3, familles 
nnn returned to Iheir homes In 1894 which they found damaged or destroyed. Many of tha 
O NE of the quirksdg men in Ihese familles were kıllad or afraid to return, laaving female headed households very 
۱ book world la tele vulnerable and with ıitlla economic Independence. SCF 's programmes Initıally almed to support 
information uhoul geh” these women In rebullaing their Ives and theır confidence, to galn access to sarvicas and 


ix often revealed notbya 


: contribute to tha process of reconclliatlûni. 
biography, monograph 


From August 1987, SCF wil work wilh the governmant lo 2xpand the povêrty allevlatlon 


but hy somelhing moms; progianme by Dukding on progress Io date and supporting partner organisations to carry oul 

forwurdly commercllaty sımılar small scale projecls across Khatlon and other districts of Tajıkistan. 

seller's catalogue, You wil be responsible for the management and development of the poverty alleviation 
Authors Sometimes hd, programme In Khalion disirkct and for building Ihe capacity ol SCF stalt and local 

mijur work or give ltluaka communltias and organlsalıons as well as developing the programme's aclvocacy work. 

Years go by, then dehl ‘You WII have at leas! 2-3 years' overseas project managêment experlencê whlch will 

finintinl Straits may reali demonstrate resource and staff ranagernênt skills; strong analytical, planning and rapûrting 

mrınuscrl pt being offered 


SKIlls Including monitoring and evaluatkon; and a good understanding and commitment to 
susteinabillty and parlkcipation. RussiaryFarsVTajlk or at laasil Ihe ability and willngness 10 
learn Talk Is essential. 

This post has accompanied status and Is offered on g 19 month contract. The salary 
should be tax free. YOU can also sxpect a generous banefts package Including accommodation, 
fights and other living expenses, 

For further detarls and an application furmı please wrile io Janet Curtks-Bronl, Qversoas 
Personnel, SOF, 17 Grove Lane, London SE5 BRD, Fax: 0171 793 7810. 

Closing date: 22nd August 1997. 


SCF aims to be an equal opportunitlas amployer. 
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Save the Children 


@ Wnrkina for a hatter world for children 


SULTANATE OF OMAN ^ 


HAZARDOUS WASTE EXPERT/ 0. 
/* ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLLER .” e. 


The Ministry of Regional Municipalities & Environment (MAME) invites applications for 
the above post in the Directorate General flor Environmental Affairs. 


Requirements 


M.Sc./Ph.D. In hydrogeology environmental engineering: 16 years practical experiance 
in hazardous waste and industrial waste management, groundwater pollution control 
and environmental Impact assessment procedures. Prevlous Middle East experlence, 
computer literacy and fluent in English. 


Responsibilities 

Word on a natlon-wide basis in close co-operation with the Head of Water & Waste 
Management and other senior staff of the Direciorale General for Environmental 
Affairs in all required environmental aspects of hazardous waste management 
programrnes; groundwater pollution control and ollfleld production water management 
policy development: database management; Inspection programmes; incident reports, 
environmental permit development; EIA requlraments and tralnlng of Omani staff. 

The position Is based at ihe Minisiry's head office In Muscat both the work scope will 
rêlate to all Regions of the Sultanate therefore travel and site vislts will be an Integral 
part of the position, 


Conditions 


Special Grade “C" expatriate package c/w housing & return travel to point of orlgin. 


Please reply with full CV to Dr Sadiq Bin Abdulhussaln Al-Muscati, Director 
General for Environmental Affalrs, MAME, P.O. Box 323, Muscat, Postal Code 
f13, Sultanate of Oman. 


Aane page summary only may be faxed to the Ministry at: (+968) 686460 
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Applications are invited for this uniquely designed, 
career-related course. Covering all aspects of modern 
publishing, this innovative programme enables 
students to gain the qualifications and skills required 
for employment in the publislıing industry. 


Course features include: 
» Full-time & part-time (distance learning) provision 
» ESF funding available for full time study 
* Focus on Electronic Publishing 
e Strong emphasis on business/managoment skills 
» Work placamants (full-time study only) 


1 
ROBERT GORDON 
UNIVERSITY 
SARE : Contact: Lasley Guin, Schwa! of fafurmeiliu & Media, 
Tlie Robert Gonfon Llrirasily, 352 King Sirt, Aberken, Sotlend AHZI SBN, 


Tel: (01224) 262963 Fax: (01224) 262969 
“Early applic alan adwinabie. 
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lı by putting lis 
money U Seg Kirov — whom 
mule un Devemhur I, 14% 
umrked Ihe beginninyt of n n 
wave of lerr — js n htrctive 
one, but Û rmatins nu nore Ulin iı 
supposiliunı. 

And Ben (here is Ju mystery uf 
Corky's death o June IK 
he (lie uf an illess, or was li 
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poisoning Iheory, bul is unable (o 
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sues his pulilicil alva without 
sku bise low be will handle 
lings ler on... Even when he 
gus trmugh Ihe molions of po 
jecting hiusulf inle Lhe future, he is 
living only for the press 

The greil mist 
luy at he heart ol ll’ presidden- 
lal campaign was ¢ y due 10 
lal confusion of priorities: lo (eslit- 
bilise his gyel Edouard Ballndur 
and give limwlf sume political 
breathing apne, Chirne playecl at 
being a leftist, 

But “the surcerer’s apprentice” 
(lil such a gnocl job of it, with all his 
talk of the “social fracture", that he 
was "“trapperl" and did nat knûw. 
how to "establish a link between an 
election caınpaign based on 4 confi- 


Cli hat 


' dence trick ancl a presidency that 


hinged on a return to the truth". ' 
But a more pathetic dimension 


. also cane into play. “The key to the 
' disaster lies in the confüsion be- | . 
' tween politics and ernotions,” Jeam- | 

` bar contends. “Balladur's betrayal 


[by standing as a carididate against 
Chirac] removed lıis last illusions 
about the hurnan race, Ù He still had 


any... I was, then, a totally dislllu- j 


sioned person" who became presi 


masters, but they also beleved'thiat | 
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Debunking Gorky 


Maxim Gorky: a renppr 


on man himself is indispensablr', . . 
Hundreds of human unils will bu 
ueededl for hat, H will be it veritable 
service tû mankind, ancl ûf course 
ımore important aul uscful (hap lhe 
extermination of fens of milliuns nf 
healthy individuals for Lhe well 
being of a palheliv ancl psyehologi- 
cally and morally degenerne class 
of predlalors nnel piuasilen." 

It is a pily thal Vaksberg leaves a 
number of such “mysterles" cunt- 
pletely unsalverl, though he illus- 
trates (hem with documents of ill 
kinds, Fe gives no explanation, for 
example, fur lhe way Gor'ky, who up 
lo 1918 hul had syuqeulhies wilh 
ihe Social Duntocrals, suclclenly 
swilehecl his alegitmee lo Ih cona- 
munisls, About whom, arly wm, he 
hal no illuslors, 


“CGorkyan” nelwork of prolégés and 
hangers-on. 

Gorky's influence wus auyway 
limited by the fact tliat from 1932 to 
1933 he lived in Sorrento, Italy. In 
1921 his letters to Lenin were not 
compelling enough to persuacle Lhe 
Soviet leader to authorise the poet 
Alexander Blok to go to Finland for 
medical treatment (with the result 
that Blok diecl prematurely). 

Apart fruın its extremely exhalıs- 
tive account of Gorky's affairs with 
various women, the main interest of 
Vaksberg’s book is that il shows, 
once again, the extent to which a 
regime like Ihe Soviet Union, whiclı 
saw itself as resolutely nıodernist in 
outlook, was deeply imbued with 
the antediluvian ethos of ethnic 
solidarity anc clan networking thal 
spawns nepotism at every level, 

The reason, for example, why 
Crenrish Yagorla, hewl of the Peo- 
ples Commissariat of Internal 
Affairs (NKVD, ù preclecessor of the 
KGBI, was such a close frien of 
Gorky's was that, like the writer, he 
hailed from Nizhni Novgorod {tlhe 
cily that went untler' the name of 
Crorky fram 1932 to 1990), 

Much has been written about {lie 
nolorious visit, organised by the 
NKVD, which Gorky unclertook in 
192! to the first of the Soviet camps, 
on lhe Solovky Islanrls: after’ allow- 
ing lhe wool fo be pulled over lis 
eyes, he dlescribed (he camp in 
glowing andl reassuring terms. 

less well known is the wily, 
shorlly after 1917, thal Gorky helpucl 
lıimselfl to antquıes (particularly 
antique weapons) which {lé regime 
had confiscated (rom colleclors on 
the pretext of “preserving cultural 
values”, Vaksberg accuses Gorky of 
heaving organised {he whole scam. 

It is clifficult, given one's know- 
ledge of the great terror that Stalin 
unleashed in the miibirties, 10 
untlerstand huw Gorky could have 
uttered senliments like: "If your 
eneıny doesnt surrender, you 
exlerminate him," 

H is hard not to fecl a sense of 
shock when learning that Gorky, 
{he prime mover of the Institute of 
Experimental Medlicine (Viem)} 
whose purpusc was 10 prolong 
human fe (parlicularly that of the 
Soviet leaclers), declared in (he mis. 
sion statement: “Expermenlation 


Nicolas Well 


Le Mystère Gorky 

by Arcadı Vahsberg 

translated Irom the Russian 
by Dimitri Sasemannı 

Albin Michel 453pp 150 francs 


HEN Lenin and the Bol- 
sheviks scized power in 
Russla in 1917, the 


Russian writer Alexei Mlaxinıovich 
Peshkov, better known as Maxim 
Gorky, was at the peak of his lame. 
He was as wiclely real ancl celc- 
braiel as his contemporaries 
Tolstoy al Chekhov, who had cliecl 
in 1910 and 1904 respectively, 

In Le Mystèêre Corky, Arcadi 
Vaksberg demonstrales how 
Gorky's popularity was exploited by 
the Sovict regime curing the re- 
maining 19 years of his life after (he 
October Revolution, 

Caught în an cver tightening 
noose, Giarky was forcerl to become 
a puppet in (hc hancls of his Sovicl 
ımaslers. While he was an clernal 
rebel agaiust aulhority up unlil 
1917, his replMation ds a wrer antl 
is a mı gradually weit inlo decline 
afterlhat lite. 

le Niystére Gorki, which is based 
on some of the mosl recent 
evilence tliscovered in ihe Russian 
archives, unashameclly sets oul to 
(lebunk Gorky. Yel the further ane 
gels inte lhe book the less damning 
its veri seems to be, ‘The final 
impression it gives is that Gorky's 
biygesl nislake was lo have uver- 
cstimated the (legrec to wluich (le 
rulers uf the Kremlin were swayecl 
by lis international reputation. 

Vaksberg claims that neither 
Lenin nor Stalin had a high opinion 
of Gorky, despite the honours and 
bearhugs which they constantly 
chose to lavish on him in public. On 
the other hand, they regarded his 
reputation as something out of 
which they could make political 
caplial, even if it meant making 4 
few concessions, as is usually 
necessary when securing Lhe 
services of û prominent "fellow 
traveller", 

Corky was perfectly preparecl to 
infercecle on behalf of people whén 
he felt {he need. But, as Vaksberg 
cleınonslrates, his generous altilucle 
lıad the perverse effecl of ercating a 


Chirac aloof author of his own downfall 


and a deafening arrogance lhal 
sparks unusually violent reactions", 

But Juppê was nol alnne. Do- 
minique dle Vîillepin, general secre 
tary at the Elysde, aul Maurice 
Gourdnull-Montagnc, Juppé's chicf 
aclviser, had had a hand in cvery 
aspect of policy since lhe aulumn of 
14. 


Blinded by the success ‘of the 
ChiracJuppéê ticket cig months 
later, the dıı got it into their hencls 
that the president and bis prime 
minister "were invincible, that an 
election can always be won, that 
public opinion can always be turned 
aroünd, that the press can be mani- 
pulated, that power canfot ‘be 
shared . , . They believed ih their 


thiey had become masters", Théir 
sin was one'of pride: ‘ 0 

Unlike many observers, Jeambar 
believes Chirac himself to Have 
been the main person responsible 
for his failure as a president, His 
personality, he argues; lies’ at the 
heart of events, “A man of ihstintt" 
rather than a strategist, Chirac “pur” 


lıe was taking, aul endecl up being 
deprived of lis parliamentary maj 
orlly and stıipped of most of lis 
powers, 

And in the process he seriously 
danıagecl thé equilibrium of 
France's institutions, whose archi- 
tect was General Charles dle Craulle, 
What worse fate could there be for 
someone wlto sees himself as tle 
keeper of the Gaullist fane? 

Jeaınbar, like many other analysts, 
pins the blame for the fiasco on the 
tear of advisers who kept on breath- 
ing down Chirac's neck, cooped him 
up in tlıe Elysêe Palace, cuıt him off 
fron the real world, and robbed him 
of his antennae ancl lıls flair. 

‘The former prime nıinister, Alain 
Juppê, gets most of the blame. 
Jeambar is scathing: "The minute 
he set foot in the Hêtel Matignon 
[the prime minister's’ office], 
[Juppé] displayed the faults that 
were to prove his uncloing: an unbri- 
dled ambitionı that brooks no rival, a 
total inability to show any nobility of 
mind, an autocratic temperament 


' that stifles any generosity of spiit, 


Qêrard Courtols 


Un Secret d'Etat 

by Dsnls Jeanbar 

Editions Odile Jacob 194pp ŞO francs 
کی ی ر رک کیا کا ن‎ 


N? ONE caukl accuse Denis 
Jeanıbar, eclîtor of the weekly 
news magazinê, LExpress, of hunt 
ing with the houncls. As long ago as 
last aulunn, he aplasherl n resnunet- 
ing "Enough is enoughl" across tle 
front page of lis paper as a message 
to President Jacques Cliirac. Belare 
ihat, he had charted the crisis of 
confidence which was undermining 
the uation L& months after Chirac's 
electon. Now that the French right 
has lost the general election, Jeam- 
bar is at if again. 

The 19-1 pnges of this vitriolic in- 
dictmeııt, wıtllen with passion and 
siyle, alemnt to explain the mysteri- 
ots reasons tliat led Chirac 1o nake 
such a monumental blunder: he put’ 
his seven-year presidential term iı 
the balance by taking the gamble of 
calling a snap election; without ap- 
patently realising what kiud of risk 
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Kramer versus Kramer’s alma mater Every e, 


After provoking a storm of protest among fellow gays, | university has spurned his offer of | crusades for Kramer, who founded crash has 


FEATURES 23 
Lost and found in the world's largest maze  \ifmenei™™ 
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tute that İn essence Î who are also doing the same, with- | ried on through 1 ing, ln wid : lending la Santiagn cle 
ا‎ e 0 doing €, tied on through an exchange of let- | tion to Unleash Power), now just a j anxious to retrieve herla above the world's biggest Camposlela in Spain, but most 
0 e us. €, | out spreading disease, a disease | ters and conversations with Yale's | shell organisation in the US, al- | from his new finncbe, eu ınaze, families can be seen were destroyecl İn the 1th cen- 
ef oad itthat and to create | that has for many years also carried | provost, Alison Richard. The stum- | though thc Paris branch is active, | bogus email, Purporinpyy, | wandering through ncarly 6km tury, İn one ease because chil 
2 cul 1 2 sexually-cerr Î death. Nature always extra cts a | bling block was his demand for a | recently sheathing the obelisk on j his fatheriniaw, Û Sper of green-ftinged alleyways, diren used (a play on them 
e e 7 ke er E os 5 el acu e a chair, the e the Place de la Concorrle with a | hinıself a proper job el ins e raed pnstime during mass. There are still ex- 
Iter, 1 ity considers an intrusion into giant condom. GMHC meanwhile | i geting 1 lens, Buyeux ancl 
el 0 1 ا‎ of unsafe sex partly to the develop- | academic independence. remains the largest Alcs BOCA e r 1 The bird's-eye view is of a Carteret ut the most apuctieit- 
hg E ment of protease inhibitors, drug | “Larry Kramer is clearly a pas- | group in the United States. to be genuine and usjq, | ECS Planet among satellites, . lari Sun Over {A hc Pas de 
uc اا‎ 3 have E cocktails which have slowed the sionate advocate and very creative Establishing 4 permanent profes- | cuse to call off the wediny eaclı with logical geometrical Cnlals, where the alones were ! 
i e e mer of | onset of Aids. These allow gays, he | writer,” Dr Richard told the New | sorship at Yale is a natural continua- | What is striking ahotky; | TS that look more like cleeply worn by pilgrims" knees, 1 
1 0 pose toran values on | argues, to indulge in unprotected | York Times, “But my task is not to | tion of Kramer's activism. “The next | the villain is not Robe, | 3Y "2d maps than puzzles, has been dumtroyed, 
a cu ure At positively celebrates | sex in the belief that the new drugs | honour or give in to passionate ad- | battle is getting stuff taught in | the communication il. But on the ground the logle iu Ms de Henufort’s hopes of at 
e n 1 ET typified by | provide a sort of safety net. vocates. My task is to figure out | schools" he says. “We lived | buttheemailiisel st among the 2m-high, alrictly revival have been encuurnged by 
rewe Symp ony, latest He criticises, Andrew Sullivan, the what is in Yale's interests." through Aids, now we have to docu- “Three years ago, cul aligned cornflelcls. They provile international Iuterent in {he 
nov by Edmund White, consid- | British journalist and former editor Kramer acknowledges that Yale | ment all of that." ceived in Amerkca as apt: the framework for fruslration Reine project, which hirs 
ere erica's foremost gay writer, | of the New Republic, for going over- | does offer courses on gay and les- Perhaps his ultimate document | Rementber Disclosure, ë, ond Crenfunl thutapT, euorênl teed DEE oi 


Kramer has denounced the book as | board on the effectiveness of pro | bian studies, but argues that the | will be the long navel th 3 lu the mythology af labyrinths labyrinth cleslgners, Inevitnbly, 
gu ng navel that he has 


irresponsible, as well as heartless | tease inhibitors. In an article in the | issue is one of permanence. *I'm not | been working u t20 Û a ie J le | representing humankind's ability Relgenue's biggtent-in-the-worlel 
and boring, for its nonstop depic- | New York Times magazine earlier | willing to fund visiting professor- | years, nuw e ا ا‎ lo overcome the setbacks of life. title is alreacly under Hirent frema 
tion of faceless sex, : | this year Sullivan, also HIV pûsitive, | ships — I want somebody there | pages, Entilled The American Pec- | clues for Michael Doug lane de Bemulof, diê planned temporary or permn- 
Surely life was more than this, | argued that, thanks to the new treat Î when I die. To me it is uncon- | ple, it will be i Tivtioual history vl | stray Demi More Tier; | mle bree behind ta e nent mazes În Auslrin and 
even for — especially for — Ec | ment, Alds has become manageable | scionable and unacceptable for | America. telling the story of gays’ | clear. Email is good Nore rm of environmentslly frlendly Switzerlund. 
mund White. He did not spend 30 | and death no longer an inevitable | them to use the money that way, es | contribution t» fhe republiv ف‎ Wit hontai tourism — which is shortly to be But her copyrighled melhocls, 
years with a nonstop erection and | consecuence. Kramer, who has nat | pecially when it's my money," says | “One uf Ihe i , thine Ive | illi 1 1 بار‎ bee ported. o Britain = bE gr 8 which require the corapritlon 
an asshole busier than his toilet," | taken protease inhibitors, believes | Kraıner, who ınade bis e cen i 3 0 ا‎ EA EOE that the concept of temporary Maze from maize . . . an aeriul view of Isabelle de Benufort’s Reignac creatlon PHOTOGAPH FREDERIC REGAL | of a landsrope gurdener nnd an 
Kramer writes, in characteristically | the effect of such medication lasts | partly from a luerative slint as a | Iruthful. lt hits tut hı iw u 1 o renemilinling ole. | cinta nmong growing crops artist, have heen Iransplnted lo 
blunt slyle, in the gay ancl lesbian | only a couple of years. screenwriter in the 19605, i 0 Be ive o ا 1 1 ڍ‎ ۷ 1 1 re pıritiauing of &-. | could bring about a resurgence | heaven, but these have becn mined paiterns to create myste- | corn is cutin Unc autumn, tlny- Belgium his yvar and lalks have 
magazine the Aclvocate, Kramer, In addition to his tirade» against | spent mostly in Lundon e 0 bu e Û bacl gy may he syle, ber: ofintereat in a pastime that haa | systematically pulled out." riuus paths throughout summer | Umce visitors will take purt İn n sluarted with partnere in Britain, 
who lives with his longtine lover, | the gay obsession with sex, Kramer | moat nolahle on O i ۳ a iv û E 1 mure nahivalence towards e i seen dozens of pag and reli- A former newspaper advertis- | und nlunmn,”" she sald. “Last contintıl unıme centred on the We secs lo lurve sfruck 1 
architect David Webster, inserts | has lakenı on lhe straight establish | In Love whic e 0 i ei ا‎ e 8 1 E ای‎ reliance 2 rlvcironi E gious forms since prehistory. ing manager, Ms de Beuufort de- | year, we experimented on n Wizard Of Oz, in which 20 au» sym path ch Ath u palrlie 
thnt gay writers have chenpencd the | ment, battling with Yale University | which he wrote the serewnplay, He Abr ا‎ 2 1 8 a ellis elie “1 have been cataloguing cided to create her new form of | mall scale and mare than tors will eller guicle or mislead | Jouking for sorvdhing more 
yay experience by cunstantly harp- | in a bicl to win a permanent place for | becune û millionaire about IO years | tind E E kN 1 ۳ AE 1 Li European mazes and there scem | labyrinth near Reignanc village, | 80,000 people turned up — confused families heuding for peuceful nı re houuhtful 
ing un aboııt sex. stay studies at America's top univer- | gu, thanks to lhe invesiny STUN : will Sa Ill in 1 ا‎ ih sy 4 1 cre 0 to be only about 100 left, about south of the Loire, after her part- | 3,000 in one day. This year, the magician's lair, {than commercial thermo piarks,"" | 
“One thing our writers are not | sity. Kramer went to Yule in 1953, | of his brother. : 0 a a NR hel Sit J wus Irumırating, WM. | 60 per centin Britain," she sald. | ner, Bernard Ramus, an archi- there are 37 acres andl six differ- fn lhe menntune, Ms cle Ms de Beuufirl suid as she | 
teaching us ahout is love," he gous | following in the footsteps of his ٠ : i CE E r Û geuuile sr#i' | “Unfortunately, even in Britain tect, read an article about a ent styles of mazes lat reprc- Beaufort has been making a lst of | talked of cltungingt hv Ruignue 
on, “How to love another. How to | father, his older brother ancl two un- RAMER kevt luciny 1 lu hl 1 At ihe pigeuns | wl amel (liscııvwı'r thal onif':: | many of them are in a poor slate, | nize among ficlds of maize irı sent English, African and surviving nmıtzesa in the belief tint mizu's design after this yar 1 
lové another gay. How to love ur. | cies. It was not a happy time, He E 1 0 iain mon Nisloriiıtth, already in û izzy | ing imructn in France, a labyrinth engraved | the United States. Scandinavian patterns." u lıbyrinth revival is imminent. harvest, "But when you trv 1 
selves. Or respect. How {o respect | was an English Ilterature student Md -. e . 2 Cc wha because ot thie lvur Y hil President Ihe avenge middle in the floors of cathedrals was a “The farmer had cut swathes Thousands of people spent the Existing European designs are | fnced with nothing except il sıxl- 
eaclı other arid ourselves.” Kramer's | and was just discovering his Hons E a 0 aک‎ 2 a Lon leffersem loul 4 Kesyg uflair { the UInitecl Slates ay orci normal feature wltich pilgrims through growing corn but we nights of the full moon among mosly inspired by the Renais- den ploughed field in Februiiry, 
own contribution to the gay novel | sexuality in a lraternitycentred in- | America's ا‎ a 0 ا‎ a slave, ۹ seul or receive یا‎ traced on their knees to symbol- | developed a technique in which | the fields south of Tours with sance, when Itallan influence Ht needs u lot of cuuragte lo 
genre was Faggots, written in 1978, | stitution. He tried to commit brett toe) ا‎ 1 Ea : e E e r ise a chequered voyage to the corn is planted in pre-deter- | jugglers and conjurers. Until hte | crcournged the rich to build restart planting. 
which c أ‎ 1 hi : 2 UMUT IS : ul un a proje’ iı 1: 
of ahlê Be e n جیا‎ E e EE NE 1 lo colket dafa about FHV on i Û they nol hurslening ja 
ù 1 : e follower. But he has | cure Hulertuet sile wi I O FF E E ۳ 1 sinir 
E De a the AR ep Four now withdrawn his offer. “I beke ûl IBM il i eas iE rp al e Dea th by a th ousand dr OPS of wa ter i but e E TI ET 
relationship is not based on corarnit | other ا‎ 0 just had an- | ing away a this Yale thing witl- “The idea is bil every persun with | volute ol mestAges. e 9 1 ٤ public health campaigns to per- inherited. 1 . 
mentand love. epiende wit LE O O a eT O Rr a a a 
: . el | ally on a daily br provide infor | Creuse HCFVONUSINESS : indicate arsenic poisoning. She r walter, whiclı is prey | nol an imnıediate c u have tc 
posltlve hi 1966, bu he belies e that Um biguer and lian on whit Cirillo “f biliy af cul. e ihe sure" water in Bangladesh says her sirength i5 oozing away {o bacterial diseases, 0 drink the water for very many 
le was infected years enrlier, better than, Yale anc | drugs be ur she is taking, From lhat | un lo slow, new tecnbgr™ threatens millions, writes and her feet and palms are burning. Since 1980 Bangladesh has in years, aml we have been sbserviny 
Kramer, now 62, knows he is living ny money's lou goal | nnss of formation Kramer hops aelunlly repluce previous Suzanne Goldenber 1 know that 1 will die of {his once | stalled 28 nilio shallow, hand: | il far the last four or {ive years anly, 
on horrowed time, With intimation for them," he ne | 1o provid a (latıbase Ibat will allow | communication, it sinpY &; 9 day," she says. pump tubewells in village homes. Û said Aninuddin Ahmed, the chicf 


Local topography — water lics rela- Î public health engineer and u neum- 
tively close to the earth's surface — | ber of the National Committ on 
cheap technology and instalment | Arsenic. 
plans that kept the price of a shallow “First of all we have to cletermine 
well at about $35, have given 98 per | the exlent of the problem before we 
cent of the population access to Î get a solution. In one place, one type 
hitherto safe irinking water. of solution is required, and another 
But in a cruel twist, it is these j solution may be required in another 
pumps that are proving the most | situation.” 
susceptible to poisoning. Geologists But even the government admits 
say that the arsenic, which occurs | that there has been lllle action 
naturally in subsoils has probably | since tlıe committee was set up in 
been seeping into the water supply Î 1994. Mr Arminuddin's department. 
far decades, It has spread more | charged with providing clean drink- 
quickly in recent years, possibly be- | ing water, has taken ol ıo new slaff 
cause more water is hcing puınped. | and so far only 200 tubewells have 
been sunk to replace (ıe 500 tainted 


Seven people arc reported to 
have died of arsenic poisoning in 
surrounding villages, but local 
activists and international agencies 
believê most of its victims in 
Bangladesh have gone unnoticed. 
So far, the government has counted 
only 700 people showing the symp- 
tomatic blackened skin and lesions. 

“ft may just be that we have an- 
other decade before we can expect 
.Î huge health problems,” says Dauda 
Wurie, Unicef's water and sanitation 
officer in Bangladesh, . 

"The slow poison is scything 
through an ever younger popula- 
„Î tion. In Bilkada village, a few kilo- 


ser1s, toors to dicovur whal treatments | catıse few people believes’ 

Legilimising | work best. “This is hisloric becau guls ihere, This H 

gay and lesbian | such clalû hs never been collected," | “bundling, wliere peuple 

sludles is the | suys Kramer, clearly exiled nboul | mall, then a fix to check 

latest in o | (he projecL {le nny be living on bor- | got there, and then 

long line of | rowed line, bul Kranwr is makluge | to check they got the 
fill use: of {he moments left 10 hint, then about the emall. 

Faxunl harassment, ¢ * 

Perhaps hls ultimate )İ lenl of junk mail, i5 i 

document will be the | wanted development iy, 

: harassmenl, wlalch is N} 

long novel he has |... half of A; 

incrvase, Over hal oO f; 

been working onrı for | say they have reeled * 


the past 20 years,  “amemail', which HN 
telling the story of | FRE 


gays’ contrlbutlon to | Managers unable to 


of mortality he has ııailed his 
colours to the mast in the culture 
Wars that ure flaring anew within tle 
gay cûrmıntunity. He cleplores the re- 
turn of unsafe sex, prevalent in the 
1970s, voicing opinions that have 
earned him the hatred of many 
gays. ‘You cunnot have sex indis- 


DISASTER is in the making in 

Bangladesh, where tens of mik 
lions of people are being slowly poi 
soned by arsenic which has seeped 
into the water sııpply in the south- 
ern half of the country. 

Colourless, odourless ancl taste- 
less, arsenic ia a stealthy killer; 
other than switching to safe drink- 
ing water, there is no cure, Activists 
argue that the sheer scale of the 
contamination qualifies it as a nat- 
ural disaster, although one that is 

r moving tiran tle other 
calamities that lıave afflicted one of 
the world's poorest countries. 


4 2 
aT 1 ٤ “It is possible that metres down the road [rom Char 'HE EXTENT of contamination ڼ‎ ones sealed, Mr Ahmed acdimits {kat 
ln his America. ‘History hasn't | cunirontation e Bangladesh is at DM HUH Ruppur, Slıahnara Khatoon, a shy is nol known, even through the. | Bangladesh simply cannot afford io 
coا‎ im to the been very inclusive of mi ا‎ r yğj' ` | mııder Rahman of the Dhaka Contr | Hasina Begum’ lıands carry | 15year-old, turns dellate fingers | government cerlairly hal an j supply drinking walter by tanker to 
ا‎ ` . gays, and In my book the e E i i munity Hospital. Earlier this year | the lealons that indicate arsenic .Î with red nall varnish lo reveal the | inkling of the problem 10 years ago. | remote areas, 
„ campaigner Larry ٣ 0 {Ney | tionships have even, doctors collectecl skin, hair and nail | poisouing. PHOTO:ATLAF HOBEAN | LelHiale leslons. In time the raised | In ihe 19803 dnctors delected wide- Meanwhile the people of Char . 
Kramer tested ... will play a müch | with e-mail. rectived. samples aud tesled water fron vil- . ا‎ Î bumps will merge into'a yellow. | scale arsenic poisoning in the neigh- Û Ruppur are coming to terms with 
, Pusitive for HIV in ` more Important | Last: week ا‎ throughout Bangladesh, de- | tion's maximuın of 0.01mg a litre. | brown crust on her. hands and feet, j bouring Indian. state of West | their likely fato. At first the viclims 
| 1986, and knows he chain e-mail, Jt was lecling dangerously high levels of | Many.of the familles in the mud- | and the arsenic will. leave deposits | Bengal, and experts in Calcutta ad- | of arsenic poisoning Were shunned 


part than 
people 


is living on 


peal .for. a cance’ 
borrowed time 


clalmect it origi 
. House: and was €0 
sanctihonlovis petit 
."Qcçasionally’ Wf 


which canı cause cancers in her in- 
ternal organ and on-hir. skin, Dac- 
fors say slıe may recover if sho 
drinks safe waler. 
„.But her. ınother,ı Asiya, who 

gcrimped for. year lo buy (he. 
eczema crvamg orrlered by a tloctor.' 
„| unaware af the synıploııs uf arsenlc 
poisoning, admits that. they have 
uracked open the sea] on their, well. 

'' În. part, il was !deşperalion. r— 


vised tho Dhakn governınent in | by neighbuurs, who nislook the le- 
1940 that millions of its people could. | sions [or leprosy, Now, ns more 
be exposed to tlie sarmne toxina, Des- Î sicken,. the old prejudices have 
perate tu avnicl a panlc, and woefully, | fallen away, . و‎ 
ilkequipped to deal with the. prole | ' “When I first usud {o,take water . 
lm, the govcrument;. remained | from other .louscs, {hey yelhul al 
slent. e E RS me And qirove: me; away," Hnsinu 
Angry representatives of interna | Begun recalls, “People toll. us nol 
tional -ngencies . accuse. Sheikh | {o touch anything near their house. 
Hasina Wajerl's governnıent of the ut now, when, nıost people .arc: 
ınost cryven cynicism, Elcctecl only f infected, they don1t.bnthor." 


arecuic in 34 southern districts 

Ousl1lg ntore than 50 million, - 

In Char Ruppur village, which . 
ge a among jackirult antl maugo . 
rg او‎ 2 about 16km from the western, 

0 O e arhibe ا‎ of Pabna, Ley found perhaps 
rather i a ل : ا‎ toxic water in Bangladesh, . 
. waves! onc If 0 the concentrations of arsenic 
1 reached 2,03.nıilligrans 
1 | to court 1 Of water —.more, than 200 
1 1e, E o 8 limes the World Health Organisa: 


plastered homes lave lost relatives 
to a sickness Lhey now. blame on . 
arsenic. Hasina Begun, thin and 
sheathed in a black prinled sari, 
bays she believes her brotherin-law . 
and his wife (lied becauge they were 
drinking. the water from lhe hande 
pump iı their şhared courlyard. 

^ Government : engineers senled 
{he well earlier this year +—.but tao 
late for.Hasina ‘Begun, who’ holds 
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THEATRE 
Michael Billington 


E ALL know that 
Engliah drama is, in 
Tymani's worda, A 


procession of glittering Irish- 
men, But Conor McPherson's 
The Weir, at London’s Royal 
Court Theatre Upstairs, is 
exceptional — a spcllbinder thant 
transfixcea you like the Ancient 
Mariner's tale and proves that 
McPherson can camhine the 
ınonologue form uf This Line 
rec Bower and Sl Nichalns with 
sparkling dinlogut. 

The less nald of lie plot, ihe 
better: you should discover il for 
yourmelves. But fhe netitn Lakes 
place in a small, rural bar, 
complete with smoking stove, in 
the Sllgeo or Laitrim area on u 
windy, wintry night, The repu- 
lary" Hlppling is interrupted 
when Finbur, the oval property’ 
owning hetshibt, briNHS in i1 
fugitive from Dublin, ٤ 
who hus just bought dt house irs 
the 1 


bouring weir uıncl blu 
sturt tu Spin n xeri of SUPT 
nutural tle 

Eurh story lassic fashion, 
reveals something boit ilm 
teller, Jack, the crusty bnvchelon 
gurugwewnur, shows his love uf 
language andl n firenidle yarn. 
Finbar displuys thw insecurity 
cuncealed by his cock-of-the- 
walk atrut. And Jim, Jack's (ıuict 
helpnınte lethered to his nel 
mumımy, unspools his own 
preoccupation with death, 

But McPherson's play is muclı 
more than a series of hair- 
raising ghost stories. It offers, in 
a little over 9O minutes, an ex- 
traordinarlly rich picture of [rish 
rural life, of its supersdtions, ils 
salltude, its strong pecking 
order, Its clanniah resentment of 
outalders — especlally the 
German tourists who arrive iike 
awallows each summer, 


PHOTZDFAP LALRI uk. 


Fedalov's conduvting, which su 
deeply honaurs Miukus's score tht 
instead vf the usual chûppy se- 
quence of dance numbers we card 
music of almost symplıunic fluency. 
This Don Q las been a wonderful 
opener to the Kirov season. Not only 
does it promise so wel] for the next 
few weeks but also flamboyantly 
wipes oul the nemtory of the dispir- 
ited company who danced the Nut- 
cracker in Britain last Christmas. 


The most Battersby-like case was 
Dorothea Graham's, She was being 
evicted for noise and nuisance at the 


instigation of her next door neigh- McPherson la also saying 
bour (He ain't got a heart! He's got i something about sexuality and 
a swinging brick!"”). the nature of the [Irish imaglna- 


tion, about the residual fear of 
women and about the incapacity 
of thease tale-telling men — with 
the exception of the sympathetic 
barman -— to accept real-life 
tragedy as artculated by Valerle. 
No praise, in fact, 1a too high 
for a play full of the echoing 
sadness of disappointed lives or 
for lan Ricksaon'a production and 


The TV crew had contrived to be 
in the louse while Dorothea 
shouted at the press outside (“Scav- 
engers! Vultures). She was nat 
one to go quietly or, indeed, do any- 
thing quietly. She has tlie flowing 
hair, fluent style and tear-soaked 
gravel voice of wamen who beg on 
the Tube with children in their 
arms. 


“The fings they've said about us! Î Rae Smith’s design. Exact in 
It's All Untruel 'Oos going to want j every detall, they tırn us into 
nıe next cloor to them now after the Î pıth-voyeurs perched on rickety 
way they've blackened nmıy charac- | chnira. 


The acing ls also perfect. Jinı 
Norton benutlfully shows how 
Jack's flinty spryness concenls A 
sense of lost happiness. Gerard 
Horan’s blustering Fînbar, 
Kiernan Ahern's repressed Jim 
„and Brendan Coyle’ taclturn 
baîıman have the precise fnvour 


ter? Nobody wants lo live next loor 
1o the neighbour from hell as uth." 
Large lumps seeınecl to have fallen 
off the wall of {he raom. Possibly 
something 1o do with n recent 
armed rald by the police. 

„ Merk you, the item which. hit 
home hardest was . Marjorie, 


duggediy waiching the 24 hûurs of | of srpall-town life, And Julian 
vidco survciltance every clay in case | Ford reveals with great charın 
her neighbours threw dirt.in her | and skill the source of Valerie's 
pond or eggs at her conservatary. .i rapt altentivencsa. 

Absolulely noting happehed. “I | - Along with that other Irish 
sometimes takes Hors. I can't take Û play, Waiting For Godlot, The 
my eyes off viewing in case [ misas | Welr currently offers the most 
anything." , . | exciting evening İn theatrical 


Oh, I know, dear, I know. 


London. 


Blatant flirt . . . Farouk Ruzimatov as Basil 


bratioııs of Don Q. Bı no one cared. 
Taliana Amosava danced the 
Queen of the Dryads witlı a lavish 
but utterly serene line, Ilya Kuznel- 
say's Espada was a brilliantly heart- 
less exhibitionist, 
Ponontarev as the Don stumbled 
heroically through the ballet look- 
ing eerily like an illustration from 
Cervantes with his hollow fanatic's 
eyes and long querulous fingers. 
Maybe best of all was Viktor 
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Don on the loose 


that she and her lover Basil were 
climbing trees together only a year 
before, so will and free are their 
spirits. 

When Kitri is caught in a high 
hurtling lift by Basil it looks less like 
a technical feat than reckless en- 
ergy. When she drinks and flirls it is 
with rude, gutsy mischief. At the 
saıne time there's an exquisite 
delicacy in her catlike footwork anci 
a deep reserve of tenderness in ler 
dancing thal has every man on 
stage at Kilrî's feet, 

Although Zelensky plays Basil — 
hilariously — as a slighlly slow- 
witted hunk, his dancing is unan- 
swerable. Theres a shockingly 
powerful streich to his big, long 
legs that procluces steps of magnifi- 
cent scale and force. Ancl though 
every move is finished (u crisp 
perfeclion, he bounces exuberance 
off everyone around him on slate. 

But thtvse performances aren't 
isolated star turns. The whole cum- 
pany is on champion form. Diana 
Vislıncyva's Kili (sone perfor- 
mances) may be nıore conventiunal 
{han Asylnturalova's — lex vividly 
playful wilh the musirt and (he 
clharacler —— yet ber clancilg in spt 
tacular. In her carly twenties, she ix 
extremely flexible bul already has 
astonishing strength autl aulhority. 
Hor movemenfs ar perfevly 

laced, yut she is visibly, and excil- 
ingly, pusliing to find her own per 
sunal powtry in (hem. 

She alsu plays Kitri its û yuung 
wunman swevtly besutled with Basil 
who, dancerl by Farouk Ruzimatnv, 
is much more of a blatant flirt than 
Zelenksy. With his huge dark eyes, 
NMaring nûsirils and black curls {lii 
Basil thinks he is the catch of the 
low — and in many respects he is. 
Ruzimalov can still produce strings 
of piroueltes to make us drool and a 
lovely feline jump. But his staınina 
Is much less certain than it used to 
be and so is his grasp of character. 

By the end of the performance he 
was gazing at Kitri with a romantic 
agony that made you wonder if he 
thought he was in Act Il of Giselle 
rather than the wedding cele- 


thump, thump of his wooden leg 
and a tendency to gas himself on 


Christmas Day, you hardly knew 


Don was there, In fact, he wasn't all 
there. 


Last week Curly, the dampest of 


men, ignited. Flanes issued from 


his nostrils and smoke from his 
ears. Breaking through massed 
ranks of Battersbys, he seized the 
ghetto-blester ard dashed it to the 


pavement. 


Silence like a poultice came to 


heal the blows of sound. 


Apart, that is, from shrieks, 
threats (“You'll pay for this!" “I bet 
il's more than you ever dicll') ancl 
the soft scrunch ns Les Battersby 
headbutted Curly. Laying lo rest 
with one blow both Curly and the 
theory that you can't hit a man İn 


glasses. 


Which brings nıe effortlessly to 


Neighbours From Hell CTY) 


It is a popular misconception that 
the countryside is the place for 
peace and quiet. “My dear,” A8 
Ernest‘ Thesiger said of the Somme, 


*the noise! And the people" 


When Richard Jobson, wlıp used 
.fo be a punk rocker, got up the nose 
of the local landowner, Sir Neville |. 
Bowman Shaw, he found himself 


living qext to a pile of pig shit. 


Il makes the street quite wistful 
about the last tenant, Don Brennan. 
Don's history was a bumpy ,on€. 

He's locked up in one of those lur 
atc asylums after he burned this 
clıap's factory down and then he 

killing his wife by drowning 


But, fair's fair, apart from the 


DANCE 
Judith Mackrell 


HE Petipa-Gorsky Don 

Quixote is a huge, baggy 

monster of a ballet, with a 
ridiculously contrived plot and daft 
music. But in the Kirov's produc- 
tion, shown for the first time in 
Britain last week, it is also a blissful 
ramp. 

What it makes us see (which the 
Royal Ballet's current production 
doesn't) is just how close to nıusic 
halt much of 19th century ballet is. 
Unlike the brisk, stripped-down 
staging of the English production, 
1he Kirav's retains all the old creaky 
mime scenes, and the dancers 
perform then as broad, delicious 
farce. ln the hut Spanish numbers 
they twirl their faps and whirl their 
matador cloaks with exolic heat ancl 
swagger: in the gypsy routines thcir 
eyes flash daggers and in (he Vision 
scene they are aclorably sentimental. 

The point aboul the Kirov 
dancers is that they're totally uneım- 
barrassedl by the work's hokiness. 
They may lıave {he must rarefied 
classical technique i the world bııt 
they also kıow how 10o let their hair 
tlown. In [acl, they xcnerated sû 
lilarious and lıolidlay iı mood (lal 
the aufienee was laughing and 
clapping Jor mure, like clillren atl 
their first ballet, 

The (lancers, who were high as 
kites, also kepl un giving more, and 
no one ınore (han Allynai Asylmura- 
tova, whose Kitri turned oul to be a 
revelalion. This ballet's heroine is 
oflen (lance as a ard-facecdl Span- 
ish (irt — all flashing teeth and 
backbreaking teclınique — and cer- 
1ainly Asylmuratova canı flaunt with 
the best of them. Her swishing fan 
crackles with static electricily and 
she taunts us ruthlessly as she 
holds her tiny body in long, know- 
ing pauses before exploding into 
some particularly firecracker step. 

But she alsu makes Kitri irre- 
sistibly interesting — a tomboy, a 
witty slut and a sweethearted 
woman, At times, we can imagine 


PII give you cock-a-doodle-doo 


“The sheer physical intensity of 
the smell just smacked you really 
hard in the face." The court agreed. 
Sir Neville was not gruntled. “What 
the hell next! Good lord, on the 
Continent the Swiss — they're 
hygienic — the farmers sleep over 
their animals for warmth." 

You have to watch out {or the 
local nabob, After John and Brenda 
Laws hought a cottage for the view, 
their local landowner planted a row 
of Cupressus Leylandii (“he most 
virulent and notoriously aggressive 
trees") wlhılclı blotted out their light. 
They believe lie lopes to buy it 
back at a bargain price. 

Michael Jones, a nıan so round of 
face and spectacles he could go on 
as Mr Pickwick without rehearsal, 
has founded a Cupressus Leylandii 
Victim Support Group. They pass 
the nibbles and exchange horror 
stories about being burled alive. 

I suspect country landowners are 
disconcerted by the bounce of 
urban newcomCrs. 

John Ritchinge, woken at dawn 
by a cockerel, has videoed the fowl 
daily for sevep years, calculated the 
nuisance on a logarilhmic scale and 
is pursuing the council for.malfea- 
gance, Pll give you cock-adoodle- . 


TELEVISION 


Nancy Banks-Smith 


VERY soap needs a family who 
are a blot on the landscape. The 
Grundys, the Dingles, the Corkills. 
It's an odd thing but, given time, 
these pulsating pustules always mu- 
tate into pets. Look at the Grundys. 


They are being kind to skylarks. 


Then it's time to start again with a 
new, unimproved injection of low- 


life, 


Coronation Street (Granada), 
rather stalled in respectability re- 
cently, has importecl the Battersbys 
and their foul brood. Ît says much 
for Ken Barlow as a teacher that 
Leanne and Toyah Battersby have 
passed through his hands without a 
mark on then. Their ghetto-blaster 
makes the walls bulge ke a blown 
tin. "Nessun," as Pavarotti re- 


marked, “dorma,” 


her in a taxi,” 


and expand the reputatlong 
great players like all skort 
gig (as well as Hancock, Mik, 
Brecker, John Scofield, Dene 
Holland, Jack DeJohnette yı 
Don Alias formidably aharilby 
percussion), And there wer 
plenty of moments to | 
sharp intake of breath — qui 
Hancock's mix of qı 
and dynamite İn solos on sng 
by Peter Gabriel and Prince, 
Dave Holland, a bassist dsj 
noes on the few slo 
tunes and a darting in 
fast ones, delivered a a 1 
solo an Norwegian Wood nda 
ferocious one on Stevle 
Wonder’s You Got It Bad Gil 
This band of greats had he 
ears andl the experience to bea 


and the circus-act virtuoaly 
required for this kind of roa 
show just don't mix. 


up. He engaged a higher gear for 


a funky, country-soul treatment 
of I Can’t Stop Loving You, and 
put alzzle into I Believe To My 
Soul with violent left-hand key- 
board flourishes. But just as it 
seemed that the legend might be 
finding the groove, the MC de- 
clared that that was all, folks. 
Even genius sometimes needs 
an early night. 

John Fordham adds: On 
paper, there’s no better combi- 
nation of famously talented 
fortysomething postbop gurus 
than the Herble Hancock New 
Standard Allstars. But if this 
generally exhilarating jam had a 
downside, it was that in a band 
of leaders, nobody has ever 
heard of a short solo. 

This is often the price of stag- 
ing the kind of all-star extrava- 
ganzas that does much to 
promote jazz to wider audiences 


atretch notes, slide chords and 
build in apaces where it had 
never occurred to you that there 
could be any, while remaining 
aynchronised with the band, 
grows out of the understanding 
that can only emerge through 
decadea of pounding the boards. 
Still, the maestro appeared 
restleas and tetchy, giving his 
soundman an earbashing for 
turning his microphone up too 
loud, and treating his baas 
player to sarcaem that didn’t go 
down well with fts victim. Could 
there be a hint of tyrannical 
bandleader behind Charles’s 
trademark expression of grin- 
ning, head-thrown-back bliss? 
The arrival of the five-piece 
Raelettes seemed to cheer Ray 


ance until the hand has worked 
up a bit of sweat, blown the 
amog out of their hıngs and 
popped their knuckles. But after 
three lengthy instrumental num- 
bera which dug progressively 
deeper into big band cliché, one 
beflan to wonder if Ray had been 
mislaid by the baggage handlers 
at London airport. 

He was only teaaing. In a crim- 
son shirt, bow tle and those per- 
manent sunglasses, Charles waa 
escorted to the keyboard by an 
immense minder. Soon he was 
into the mellow chords of Georgia 
On My Mind, wheezing and 
whooping the lyrics according to 
his own mysterious sense of 
time and pitch. The way Charles 
gives himself so much room to 


Early to bed keeps a legend funky 


ھل 
Adam Sweeting‏ 


AY CHARLES 1n 66, but 

hıe seems so permanent 

that he might as well be 
166, or 566, Brought up on a 
healthy diet of blues, jazz and 
R&B, the Georgla-born “leg- 
endary genlua of aoul” has been 
able to sidestep neatly around 
trends llke rock n’ roll or disco, 
and merely keep on perfecting 
hia idiosyncratic interpretations 
of soul classics and pop or coun- 
try standards. 

An evening with Ray Charles 
ia also an evening with hia 17- 
piece backing ensemble, aince 
he holds back his own appear- 


1 
1 
great band. Maybe musically | 
1 
1 


out-and-out farce. The problen il 
that the funnier it tries to be, tk 


less it tickles the ribs. Theres x 


terrible sense of diminishing r ° 
turns as the film cranks up tosst 
a vumclusion that's more relate! 
hysterical plotling than a pry’ 
ubservalion of either the amly 4! 
ils unwanted visitors (who nell 
Jsrendla Blethyn and James Fels 
hulidaymakers suddenly pitik! 
intu the giant mess). 
ln the end, Rentember Né 
wens lo substitute pace and e 
hilarity for comedic depth ol fii 
But it remains very well plijrl 
urvasionally very funny and ûi 
i highly coloured, comment i 
sııburbaıı desperation. 9 
It's weird to (liscover a Spall 
(lomestic comely made sub 
tilly on a council estate in Camb 
well, south London wih 
Spanislı-speaking cast 
by English netors. But at le! 
Fernanclo Colomo's The Buti. 
Effect (El Efecto Mariposa) 1® 
fis ilself by giving a nice part lo | 
cherishable Maria Barranco, 
performance in Pedro أ‎ 
Women On The Verge Of AX! 
vous Brenkdown was one of 
plcasures of recent Years. 
Barranco plays a woman nel 
40 nıl separated fronı ler Engid 
aclor husband who, afer o, 
hexitalion, starts 2 affair wilh 
visting nephew, tlns prec 
Edward Larenz's theory of 
(illustrated by what happens 
the world when a butterfly 
ils wings). When the boy's mi. 
turns up and bedlis her 8 
neighbour (James Fleel, ti: 
though Lorenz was und ۲ 
ımalters considerably. i 
Its intrinaically a pre 
story, and Colomo draws it ol‘ 
too long. But its placing of 


passions amid such mundent : 
roundings sometimes o 
sequences almost worthy o", 
Leigh, and any film with B 1 


has to be a 
Disney's 
Tramp was one of the sopplest 


his animated features, and Al: 


of the most brilliantly dri 
rlves back in town in its full Cr 
Scope glory with a 
track and the reputation 

the third most succe’ 
box-office of the fifties: 

beat it were ‘The Ten 

ments and’ Be the 
spiring an American ا‎ 
one-lne review: Loved Beri 
her. As far as the Dianey epê 
loved the muttlike Tram? 
Lady. But then I always f0 
ney’s anthropomorphic sen 

ity hard to take. I seems 
perfectly formed kitsch no 


Profoundly slick dross 


CINEMA 
Derek Malcolm 


List. The film hasn't tlie visceral 
thrills of Jaws, lhe woncler of Close 
Encounters or the sweelness of EI, 
though there's a homage to eich, I's 


just profoundly slick, 


It's an old alory: Ihe ex-lover who 
arrives unlterakled al the hone of 
the now-marriecl farmer parlner, 
slirring up memories ard clesires, 
But oll stories are oflen the best, 
and if anyone cun turn the trick 
again you might expect to bank on 


Michacl Frayn. 


Nick Hurran's Remember Me? 
certainly has a Frayn screenplay 
that attempts to murder cliché, set 
ting itself in a London suburb where 
Imelda Staunton's harrled wife, 
constrained by 20 years of a clullish 
marriage, is suddenly presented 
with Robert Lindsay, heartthrob of 
her university days, who turns out 
not to want her, but some spare cash. 

He's got a Rolls outside and a 
blonde in it (Natalie Walter), and 
something's gone badly’ wrong with 
his highflying life. Unfortunately, 
something's gone wrong with life in 
suburbia, too: since hubby (Rik 
Mayall) has been made redundant, 
the two children (Tim Matthews 
and Emily Bruni) view their parents 


with sneering horror. 


Under these circumstances, the 
gentleman caller is invited first to 
dinner and then to stay, with: his 
blonde in tow. Meanwhile there are 
two strange men outside, waiting 
for the gentleman caller to emerge, 


with guns akimbo. 2 


This is a comedy that intends to 
ape Ealing, but which turns into an 


ton's novel by David Koepp, is there 
only to make the action seaınlcas. 
That was true of the first flin. Bul it 
is even more true of this which, 
even when il has a seııse of humour 
— a small boy wakes his pnrents 
and tells theın there's a dinosaur in 
the garden — does not have the 


charm of ET. 


Site B is the island wlıcre tlıe pre- 
historic animals of Jurassic Park 
were genetically engineered and are 
now presumed extinct But Hanı- 
mond knows better and wants a 
small party of scientists to do a 
recce, Malcolm leaves well alone 
until he heara that his girl Julianne 
Moore) is among thent as a palaeon- 
tologist. And along with him goes 
his Afro-American daughter, stowed 
away after a quarrel about absent 


parenthood. 


Once there, they see the 
dinosaurs lolloping about in friendly 
fashion, even allowing Ms Moore to 
stroke their noses. But it's not long 
before the baddies arrive, led by 
Pete Postlethwaite as a white hunter 
determined to bag a live bull Tyran- 


nosaurus Rex as a trophy, 


. This annoys the beasties, and the 
film becomes a chase movie with all 
stops out, ending with a King Kong 


like episode İn America: 


The apecial effects brook no argu- 
ment, being marginally better than 
those of the first time round, and 
wrapped around the camera like 
chocolate around an ice-cream. That 
is all. The rest is amazing dross from 
the man who made Jaws, Close Er 
counters and ET — anıd Schindler's 


F ONLY we can step aside 


111 | 
Richard Attenborouglı's 


John Hammond in The Loat 
World: Jurassic Park, "life wilt 
find a way," This is not the title 
song. He is just giving Steven Splel- 
berg's latest super epic a nice philo- 
sophical finale, And considering 
thst half the cast has been 
crunched, appropriately like pop- 
corn, it's nice to know that the mas- 
termind of the first movie has finally 


and trust İn nature,” says 


changed his ways. 


Life has clearly found a way for 
Spielberg to proflt by it in mind- 
boggling proportions. This is a bo- 
nanza for children of all ages, and 
has been go successful that İt hardly 
needs reviews, which is just as well 
since, special effects apart, it looks 
like a director on automatic pilot, 
characterising his dinosaurs with 


more avidity than the humans, 


Underneath the technical profi- 
ciency, there is nothing we haven't 
seen before in a hundred other 
monster pictures, right down to Jeff 
Goldblum's Ilan Malcolm (no rela- 
tion), whose awful warnings about 
interfering with nature come true in 
front of his eyes, and Arliss 
Howard's chief villain, who wants to 
capture the dinos as “major league 
toys” for display at a San Diego 
theme-park. 


The characters are plastic and the 
script, taken from Michael Crich- 


Garden 
of delights 


GALA 
Edward Greenfleld 


F ANYONE felt apprehensive 

about the future of the Royal 
Opera House, no one was showing 
it at the Farewell Gala. After all the 
disasters and criticisms, this was a 
gala of enjoyınent and hope, closing 
an era at Covent Garden before 2% 
years of renovation and rebuilding, 
but painting forward to another time. 

It turned out to be as starry an 
event as you could ever want, culmi- 
nating in the return of Placido 
Donıingo as arı l(ncomparable Otello 
in the final scene of Verdi's opera, 
preceded by a much younger super- 
star, already bitingly powerful in 
lago's creed, Bryn Terfel. 

Terfel also led the ensenıble in 
the final fugue from Verdi's last 
apera, Falstaff, again conducted by 
Sir Georg Solt, music director 
Jaureate, at 84 as electric as ever. 

Special ovations came earlier for 
Sir Colin Davis as another previous 
music qlirector, and for Edward 
Downes, now in his 45th year con- 
ducting the Royal Opera, an in- 
şpired interpreter here of Puccini, 
Donizetti and Verdi, 

Yet the hero of the occaslon, was 
Bernard Haitink. Music director 
extraordinary, İnspirer and wise 
leader as well as searching inter- 
preter, he alone in all the wrangles 
has remained untouched by criti 
cism. By including big ensemble 
works like Wagner's Paralfal and 
Boito's Mefistofele, he hopes to 
keep the company together. 

As always in such events, the 
main problem was cramming every- 
one in, and ensembles were the 
order of the day. With ballet splen- 
did party pieces came from mag- 
netic dancers Sylvie Guillem, Darcy 
Bussell, Irek Mukhamedor and 
‘Tetsuya Kumakawa, 

The one operatic item fully 
staged was the pub scene [rom Brit- 
ten's Peter Grimes, with the storm 
raging outside, still electrifying in 
E Moshinsky’s skeletal produc- 

lon. 

. How apt that the first aolo voices 
to be heard were thase of two veter- 
ans, Elizabeth Bainbridge as Auntie 
(32 years with the company) and 
Sarah Walker as Mrs Sedley, joined 
later not just by Anthony Rolfe John- 
son, inspired in the title role, but by 
Heather Harper as Ellen Orford and 
Robert Tear as the drunken 
preacher, Bob Boles, 
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Enjoying the fruits of lifes bounty ETN 


Letter from Uzbekistan Jennifer Balfour 
“"[ don't wani to forget anyone I've 


Up أ‎ n SM ok e loved, and | can't forget Joseplı, But 


TWAS only a yer or so ago tht tau into smoking li The Nobel Prize-winning poet Derek Walcott talks to e Bounty canı be read along iol more exciting than Joyce's ha do you م‎ bout the reality of 
PE ODE E A EE RSA 5 len 1 : : side Walcott's meditative Nobel | Dublin”, Hls inkistence on “one liter- | afternoon light on the sca and the 
| suoking cigarettes here wis 1 | was actually Arabic Gr t,,, | Maya Jaggi about his sense of settlement in St LuCia | fecture, The Antilles: Fragments Of | ature In several languages" Eng. | absence of friend? The thing yeu 
Epic Memory, It works against a | lish, French, Dutch ancl Spanish — | do is say you, yourself will disap- 

ROM his balcony in St Lucla, Î ered, with grey-green eyes and a | contemptuous misreading of the | remaps lhe Caribbean Basin as a | pear, but you don't want anyone lu 


bit of û binl. There was uol much | monlh of Cancer, but then 
pleasure lo be had in the rough, low 
qually weed grown laphazardly in 


speakers, cven less those thy 
durstand the language, e ¢ 


1 2 Derek Walcott gestures ca- { feature that makes him affection- | Caribbean, as "illegitimate, rootless, | cultural goldmine, extending not | stop enjoying thu light: you can’ 
Maev Kennedy the mountains, and the imported shart on the ground here mih sually towards the luxuriant | ately known to some St Lıcians as | mongrelised". He quotes Froude: | just to the islands, but from the Gulf | lave that legacy to your chilclren or 
Russian varieties were litle butter. | are likely to make tle conmkf | suuset, beyond flaneorange Flam- | “The Moustache”. We talk iu the | “No people here in the truce sense of |j of Mexicu and Faulkner's Missis- | {hose yun love. So the book has the 
HE head of the rnagnifi- But that has all changed. Thanks tu lizbat has been carefultoth | boyant trees to the cobalt Caribbean | studio where he paints water- | the word.” sippî io Garcia Mérquez’ Columbia. j confromation and arcepance anıl 
cent new galleries at the the efforts of BAT and ils local heallh warning regulatlong tls | sea. “Wuuldn1 you have difficulty | colours, against tlie sound of waves “Whats conıpressel in 300 years We should not be astonished at | baffletmeiul of cleath. It's cleginc, but 
British Museum was tno subsidiary Uzbat, sınoking lıas laken | on its local varieties, 4 | leaving this place?" he pauses be- | that, as he says in The Bounly, | of Caribbean experience is enor | the fertite foment of Caribbean liter. | 1 don't think it's tragic." 
modest to ateer the Prince of on û whole new dimension. Ulzbek- | same cannot be sail for ls fea | fore murmuring his own verdict on | “soothe in their unreal’. mously epical, We've had qur extinct |j ature since the 1950s, he thinks, Curiously Jor A wriler whose 
Wales towards his favourite istan has joincd lhe rest of the world. | brands produced in the car | ihe islancl of his birth: "Knockout." The litle poem is an elegy to his | Aboriginals, the Caribs and Arawaks: | since “there was a lid placcul on {hu | sense uf plave is s0 vivid, Walcott 
exhibit, a broken bowl labelled No one of course has loll ihe | Some indicate that the ‘$y: | The Bounly, Walcott’s first collec- { mother Alix, a schoolteacher whe | our holocaust; slavery: indenture; | voluble genius for centuries". But | was cammensled by Brurlsky iis i 
in a slightly wobbly hand. peaple here (hat the rext of {he | General" in more than a fie | tion ol poems since winning the | died some years agu. Walentt re- | migration, We've had our bates — | he rails against “second-rate” gov- | "port of the English Yume 
‘The bowl waa excavated in worl is beginning lo fecl a little | cerned about the habit aft | Nobel Prize fur literature in 1992, | calls: “I lad to go away a lut and | this islund changed hancls 13 times | ernments and their “inclifference" | though to cull hina i “Car n 
1959 by an 11-year-old achool- squeamish about the habil and that | “smoking by pregnant won; | though tingecl with elegiac sadness | leave her she liad lu move into a | between French and British. But tht | towards artists; St Lucia lacls û | gnu1" were ln fininish his i 
boy, now Dr Timothy Potter, law suits, taxes and tighter controls | result in foetal injury, pener | —for his mnther and lis fellow poet | nursing home, national muscunı, Walcoll 5 
Keeper of Prehistoric and are forcing companies to scout out | birth and low birth welghf, al | and ftivncl Juseph Bradlsky — is | which is always “ls nol vision j line ut inlerilunev of wll shemld 
Roman-Britiah Antiquitles. remoter hunting grounds. ers that smoke contains g4: | huye by i suse of nature's abun- | aganisintc. T'el visit thal» required, Û Cue onl of where. Tle vere o 
Itis among thousanda of But let's not be too pessimistic | monoxide, while the rest are og | anes ud hunsv'ontitiyt. her it have to ju û kind of j amlhorîty always remain. When 
objects ncver seen before by the about all this. Thanks to a $300 mil | uously eınpty of any advice. kt: | Now H7, he has spent the pal SU Û leave repealulty.” hinkiug: | need | you're praised, it like appliudinyt 
public since the old galleries lion investment by BAT in return for j to imagine whom the Engh | yrs a “forluuitte traveller” be His faulher, ù to have a bal of Dr Jobson’ thug or he1. bint 
were bombed in the war, and the a 51 per cent share in Uzbekistan's | ings are largeted at, since ke! | ween liis tiny Anlillein island and Û drallsman, diccl bread ml sume | i's been a pl ery literature 
department haa been camping tobacco monopoly, spanking new fac- j guage is no more than a kû | te wider world. teaching in tHe | aged 30, “younger whee tı hank | — Cenmunw Il, poy colominl — 
out ever since. tories and fermentalion planls are | sought-after twinkle in mop; $ Lniled States and staging produc | (hm my xon is picture's. wher writs ar yi ly | 
The Deal Warrior, excavated underway, leaf research is guthering j eyes and Ihe arlmoritions yi | Hs sf his 40tl plays. But with | now", _ Walcvtt Wilh Brodsky, j vhvatvd pects i he whuml, 
in Kent with his bronze crown momentum, atl lhe future is secure | present fnrm are unlikely hr: | he Nobel prize Inoney, he vx- | rvtnembers luis Walcult says, he | the club," Se is lee now a full mer 


still tipped raklshly over one eye, 
came out of atore to gaze 
unnervingly on visitors in the 


for 60,000 farm wurkers whose lives | any of1hcir required destinatics clangurl the rented collage m the moalher as “hav- 
are now lied up in the industry, They keach in which he wrote his epic | ing the AUTOS 
pem Omerus (I9 lor a house | thing in ber", 


“shred a very | ber uf tle clul? "You nt 1 
hana anl ub 


will be kept on their {oes if annual HE TY nclvertisemenbt | * ٣ 0 u UNC 

new gallerlea which opened to sales targets of 25 milliun cigareltes Î fully have no sud kr | Wilt for himself and lis German | “Her example 
the public last week, Dr Potter's by de end of (he century are prulensions and promi! Fish partner, Sigritl. was phenomunal. 
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Paperbacks 
Nicholas Lezard 


The Sandman: the Wake, by 
Nell Galman, İII Michael Zulil, 
Jon J Muth and Charles Vess 
(Titan, £12.99} 


T AJL depends on your accep- 

tance of {he comlc strip and the 
autonomous mythology as velıicles 
of expressalon, but Lhis last volume of 
"Sandınan” stories is a filling conclu- 
sion to Gaiman's magnum opus about 
Morpheus, the Lord of Dreams. Not 
worth turning to unless you know 
something of what's gone before, and 
are forgiving of ilıe cod arclıaism and 
pumpedup significance that comes 
with the territory, bul it is touching, 
original, and intelligent, consistent 
witî Hself; and the artwurk is the beat 
of the entire series. 


Anatomy of Restlessness, by 
Bruce Chatwin, ed Jan Borm & 
Matthew Graves {Plcador, £8.99) 


COLLECTION of short picves, 

stories, lelers, skelclen, r 
views; theres nothing sernppy ar 
piecemeal about {he bovuk, fur 
Chalwin, as revwaled by this selcv- 
tion, allhaough you probably knew 
this alreaely, was a man driven by lhe 
need to explore. "Ihe nan who sits 
quietly in a shulerud rvorı", he 
writes, “is likdly to be mad, Lortururl 
by hallucinations und intruspevliunn.” 
ven I, who do nal even Hike xing 
out lo get thu milk. fincl tuyself clri- 
ven O gu U uN xpi xut 
thing uf the world's danger ind 
strangeness aller reading Mis buh. 


Gospel Truth, by Russell 
Shorto (Hodder & Stoughton, 
£12.89) 


ELL, how much uf u Bibl 

was macle up? Was Jesus's 
mother a virgin? Did he really feed 
the 5.000? Why is Paul Johnson's 
idea of Jesus very similar to Paul 
Johnson, and Cliff Richard's very 
similar to Cliff Richard? The histori 
cal Jesus movement tries to answer 
these questions, apart from the last 
one, for all the hopeless rationalists 
among us and on the whole they 
make a good fist of il. We are, hy the 
way, talking about reasonably sane 
people and nat those A-Descendant- 
of-Jesus-Runs-‘The-Masons conspir 
acy wackas. Full of facts. The 
Temple of Jerusalem could contain 
20 football pitches. Well I never. 


Psychedeaella Britannlca: 
Hallucinogenlo Druga in 
Brftaln, ed Antonto Melechl 
(Turnaround, £9.99} 


ICE to see a baok acknowledg- 
ing that we invented psyche- 
delia, but too many of the 
contributions here seem to have 
been written under its direct, chemi- 
: cal influence. Fraser Clark's essay ls 
so loony ‘he makes Terence 
McKenna saund like Matthew 
Arnold. The best piece is by 
Melechi himself (on LSD evangelist 
and conman Michael Hollingshead) 
and there are some old ramblings 
by Alexander Trocchi for those who 
like, or, .nhem, “dig” such things. 
Good old-fashioned fun. 
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would all “blow over”. Once (he 
nalure of Nazi persecution became 
plain, with Kristallnacht in Novem- 
ber 1938, lhe British, in particular, 
opened their doors, and there was a 
long list of people, not Jewish, who 
did their best to help. 

Once the war began, Hitler's 
policy was not to encourage cınigtra- 
tion, but io cram Jews into ghettos, 
and then, after mid-summer 1941, to 
murder them or work them to 
death. Hitler was adamant about 
thig, too; even in February 1945 he 
was furious when Himmler tried to 
release a few thousand Jews in re- 
turn for some hard currency. There 
just was no possibility of ransom, 
and in any case the Allles, of course, 
alowed any Jews who did get out to 
settle — in Cyprus If not (to avoid 
offending Arabs) in Palesline. 
There were some horrible inci- 
dents, like the strancting of Jews in 
the Black Sea unlil their ship waa 
sunk by a submarinc, probably 
Soviet, because the British would 
only let the children off. But these 
incldents should not obscure the 
overall picture, wlıich was of the Al- 
lies doing what they could. 

The main thing that they could do 
was of course to win lhe war and lib- 
erale the camps. Otherwise, they 
could put on pressurc through neu 
trals. Proposals to bomb the camps 
were made, and, ıs Rubinstein 
snor'tingly says, Lelvvision ılecu- 
menlaries are ınade to the effect 
that illwill alone preventecl these 
front coming tu fruition. In duy Case, 
Jewish urganisalions did not wiınt 10 
have their own people killed by a 
bombing-raid, even if it was techni- 
cally feasible. 

And so the whole business went 
un, In the sixes, “revisionism” 
about tie origins of the cold war be- 
came fashionable, and that auiude., 
of blaming London and Washiıygton 
for warlime and post-war events, be- 
came a stock response. Rubinstein, 
laying about him with a keen eye for 
vulnerable spots, has wrilten a very 
good book, which, in these respects, 
should do some good. 


Cold comforts in the country | Death in Edinburgh 


foul-mouthed Katharine K. Round 
one to Philip Marlowe. Abily assisted 
by his bovine sidekick, Davie, Quint 
is soon blundering through one 
murder after another while simulta- 
neously searching for Katharine's 
missing brother. 

It i an intricate web, but debut 
novelist Johnston ia a Fawkes 
among plotters and the pace rarely 
stutters. He knows Edinburgh and 
its literary antecedents indmately. 
Body Politic, doubtless for sound 
commercial reasona, cleverly pas- 
tiches those of Iain Banks's more 
effulgent effusions, particularly 
Camplicity, ف‎ 

But Paul Johnston's coup is in set- 


ting a crime novel in the future 


when the vogue of late has been to 
locate then: in the past. It opens up 
enormous possibilitles and a few pit- 
falls. Johnston's Edinburgh is one in 
which the festival has grown lo 
year-round praportions. This seems 
all too likely. It currently has more 
` festivals than the Catholic Church. 
In Body Politic, however, the festi- 
vals are striclly for the tourists. 
Crime turns them on a3 long as jt is 
dressed uþ as .hlstary. When it is 
real, they simply stop coming and 
go elsewhere. That'is what ihe Clty 
Guardians fear above all ege. 

Johnston's point is pertinent and 
justifiable. Qujit's career looks set 
to. blossom, though I do hope he 
stops treating. Davié as if he were 
the poor man's Dr Watson. 


ا 


PHOTO:AKG 


Liberation fallacy unravelled 


There have been suggestions that 
“Holocaust-denlal" should be made 
a crime. The problem is that such a 
law might be extended to cover 
William Rubinstein’s book, which is 
one of not very many on the subject 
that is genuinely needed, He has 
done an enormous amount of work, 
and an enormous amount of ihink- 
ing. He writes with a vigour (hal you 
do nol always find nnong histori 
ans: passion will out. 

Hf you look at the overall cfforl of 
the Western world to lel Jews es- 
cape {rom Nazi Germany, you will 
find that the record İs unparal- 
lellcdly good, he says. About {hrec- 
quarters of Ihe German and 
Austrian Jews managed to gel oul 
before {he war began. But for exiled 
Russians after 1919, or for other 
persecuted groups, life had been 
far, lar more difficult: you could 
only settle in Great Britain, for 
instance, if you had substantial 
means. Besides, until 1938, most 
German Jews imagined that it 


Alan Taylor 


Body Politic 
by Paul Johnston 
Hodder & Stoughton 320pp £16.99 


COTLAND'S capital city in the 
year 2020 does not look as 


' appealing as devolutionists would 


have us believe. Less than a quarter 


.of a century hence, and with the 


rest of the UK İn a state of anarchy, 
Auld Reekie maintains a civilised 
front through a junta that keeps tabs 
on everyone, insists that the masses 
have .a regular dose of sex and 
pretends that crime İs extinct. . 

Ever dour, the Reykjavik of the 
South is now 4 . tourist Valhalla 
where even the sex clubs have enm 
tered the spirit, of the times, with 
Mary Queen of Scots performing 
fellatio on Rizzio. John Knox must 
be birlling in his grave. 

A killer is on the loçse and the 
City Guardians, are flummoxed. 
Their solution js to call in Qulntillan 
Dalrymple, aged 36, whose CY A5 a 
sleuth includes the grisly çase ofthe 


infamous Ear, Nose and Throat Man, . 


Quint was born in 1984, which 
auspiclous date.may explain why he 
is a bluesloving, bicycling Hberal. It 
cannot, however, excuse lils wicked 
way with similes. "She was wearing 
rèd stockings and high heels that 
made her legs as striking as a smi 
ing face İn a philosophy seminar,” 
he muses of his femme fatale, the 


londs of books demonstrating that 
the Western Allies could have saved 
Jews from the Nazis. Jews should 
have been allowed to emigrate in far 
greater numbers before and during 
the war; the railway-lines to 
Auschwitz, and the camp itself, 
should have been bombed; a rait 
som should have been paid, 

The overall result, as Rubinstein 
says, is that Roosevelt — for all his 
many Jewish appointments — apr 
pears, like Churchill, as a sort of 
collaborator in Hitler's programme 
to exterminate the Jews, All of this 
has not really been challenged. 
There undoubtedly is room for a 
book on the Holocaust thal would 
take into account the various aller- 
ations im the picture of things that 
emerged in 1945. 1 hope that the Yd 
Vashem institute in [srael will 
produce such a book. For the rest of 
us, common sense and decency 
make it extremely difficult to offend 
elderly survivors by suggesting that 
the picture needs to be amended. 


much freedom has, in the past, been 
her downfall. 

This magnificent piece of self 
delusion takes place in a comic style 
over which Cuak exercises masterly 
control, Stella values above all else 
her talent for practical thinking and 
decisive action. When she considers 
the Maddens' demands for an em’ 
ployee with an, “aptitude for the 
country life”, she notes that she in 
fact possesses the aptitude for any 
kind of life, an intelligent and prag- 
matic adaptability which will over- 
come all .obstacles. Instead, she 
finds herself in a reverse Cold Come 
fort Farm, in which she expects lit- 
tle, gets less, and is unequal to 
! almost every demand made on her. 

Within a matter of days, she is all 
but totally compromised: she has 
sustained severe sunburn, fallen out 
with the fantastically manic mistress 
of the house, inaclvertently become 
a thief and drunk herself into a stu- 
por. Meanwhile the house and lts 
occupants ive out their tangled, in” 
penetrable lives against a backdrop 
„of hiited-at incest and rural violence. 

A fable of çontrol and its absence, 
The Country Life succeeds a8 cor- 
edly precisely because of the discord 
between Stella's impeccable narra- 
tive voice and the chaos of her expe- 
.fiences. Acutely observed, both 
witty and humorous, Cuek's rural 
‘ride is a fine entertaiument, and ane 


which packs a darker and subtler - 


punch than it at first promises. 


myth for ualianalin my, 
cial movenienta, As Eos} 
sail, "Getting history rai 
vssenlial factor in the 
nation. The historians dg 
consiruct these myths fg 
aside the fabrications amd 
nisnıs; and it is in the 
versity that such a aiiolh 
can be most easily practise’ 
These are unexuh 
propositions, of a kind whiin 
conservative historian lk 
Sir Geoffrey Ellon mil) 
warmly endorsed. hg 
guishes Hobsbawm fun o 
his corılemporaries is his, 
continuing belief thal hek 


to history remains the rt | Jewish women are led away to an almost certain death: could the Allies have saved them? 


of Karl Marx. 

In these essays he taketir 
iomatic that changes inter: 
procluction are the essenil; 
of historical development 1: 
tory of humanity is the tq Norman Stone 
growing control over natur?! 
prubably not more intefg:. | The Myth of Rescue 
uur Neolithic ancestors, ti | by Willam D Rubinstein 
intervening years sociey l: | Routledge 267pp £18.99 


transformed. For Hogr | Tagg 
atirnction of Marxism is Di ILLIAM RUBINSTEIN is 
a brave man. There was 
an orthodoxy about 


vicles a model of longternl’ 
val transformations zt! 
convincing answer to what: | British decline, wlıich stated tlıat 
“the central question oflni | the problem was (he English gentle- 


fit togelher", Û also setsinÈ: | man. One generation would make 
scope of human action. fê | monty the hard way: the next would 
in no way rules out hod | spend it on fancy ways — Eton, 
indivilualily and puro! 5s, peasants. Rubinstein took 
our. But witlı Marx le s2 | on this orthodoxy and wrote one of 
that (he prevailing mode dx. | those essay-books on English social 
tion ennslricts human pes: | story that sticks in the brain — he 
2 e CH for uotations 
HE COLLAPSE uit ens which put him into 
Union is often sin] the Orwell class, 
discredited the With this book, he has taken on 
terpretation of history. +] a" orthodoxy of a quite different 
fair, for ihe Soviet cassie | kind. Over the past 30 years, there 
largely irrelevant to a hewq’: | BAS been an effort to blame almost 
for all its defects, has pro n for the Holocaust except 
portant stinıulus to Ex | tler. There are, moreover, shelf 
thought, What the vend) 
«lid discredit was Suit 
nism. Hobsbawns ww’ 
never regarded 0 ا‎ 
lo be translale , ا‎ 
the Soviet period. Bu Alex Clark 
having devoted mosl ا‎ The Country Life 


“enuse which has plainly by Rac 
pied , Picador 342p £15.99 
for the Soviet ex! 


1 : JN HER third novel, Rachel Cusk 
its horrors, remains uncon the urban landscapes of 


ç jıjı | 32d exiles herself in the unfamiliar 
historical unde! | bt no less threatening territo 
markable Û e: ry of 

E OY ihe countryside. And in doing 80, 


Sceptics who t 


bawnı as a brillant ma FF i ‘nature 


trapped in a Marxist :ا‎ 
0 ey bke iT 10 write a series of short let 
BD itu freshness, The book] aid o Le, Parents, her employer 


an unspecified man, Edward. 
kif She tells thera that she is leaving 
ee Î lû does not expect to return. Don't. 
او‎ ther looking for me, she de- 
mands: 1 have been unhappy for a 
long lime. e 1 exactly 
you is 1 still think it 
f ould be belter for me if we didn't 
E (her any more,” 1 
€5 Up a position of au pair 
J ihe wheelchalrbound son of a 
1 0 farming family, the Mad 
Her motivation, although 


vên virtu ١ 
e secke Tp ço itexc ls clear: 


1 on a project of self- 
1 through a new and differ 
of enslavement, as İf too 
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Myth breaker 


communism initif 
ber Revolution"; 


Prd per laa came | FE Ares and The Ternporary 


passage of re 
ity, he expresses the 
experlence of defeat 
a better historian, 


. interest for the light! 
of the most poWe 

time. Jt should be 
who cares how, ¥! 
written ad why 
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' at the special price or 
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On History 
by Eric Hobsbawm 
Weldenfeld 305pp £20 


RIC HOBSBAWN is 8O this 
ycar. He is probably the 


best-known living British 
historian, certainly the one whose 
work has been translated into the 
most languages. He brings to his 
historical wriling some outstanding 
gifts: a probing intelligence, excep 
tional analytic power, grvat linguis- 
tic [acilily and an extremely wile 
range of knowledge. Born in 
Alexandria, brought up in Vienna 
and Berlin, and educated at Caın- 
bridge in the late 1930s, he is a 
cosmopolitan of broacl culture and, 
that relatively unusual thing among 
British historians, an intellectual, 

Thus equippecl, Hobsbawnı has il- 
luminated an astonishing range of 
topics ancl themes. He is not a lelvir 
in the archives, and lıis bouks arv 
feats of synthesis and analysis, 
rather than works uf primary ri 
search, But he has a rare cupucily lo 
devise or (lisseminale new vonecpis 
which leave an enluring ınark: 
“social banditry", for example, ur 
“the invention of tradition". Profes- 
slonal historians adınire him for his 
magisterial essays on labour history 
and for his peneirating stuclies of 
gocial and political topics: Primilive 
Rebels, Bandits, Revolutionaries, 
and Natiuns And Nationitlist. 

To the reading public, he is beer 
kuown for bis four volumes un lhe 
history of European capitalism [ron 
the late 18th to the 2Uth century: 
The Age Of Revolution, The Age OI 
Capital, The Agr Of Ernpire iuncl 
Age Of Exlremes. Every page of 
this absorbing serics reveals its au- 
thor to be himself a supreme exen- 
plar of that bourgeois cullure whiclı 
he so memorably clissecls. 

All his books ace writen with 
laconic Clegance, İn a cool, ironic, 
dispassionate tone, They are broad 
in their comparalive perspective ancl 
incisively argued. In an age of nar- 
row speclalists, Eric Hobsbawın 
remains {ihe supreme generalist, 


There are hose wlio regret his re- 


lentless concenlrntion on large iun- 
personal forces aud his somewhal 
schematic view of tlie past. But for 
shccr intelligence, he has no supt- 
rior in the historical professlou: ıo 
great praise perhaps, for, as he re- 
marks in one of his cssays, lıistory 
has not, over the past century or 
two, been a (liscipline which lıas re- 


, quired great intellectual powers. 


His new collection İs a mixture of 
reprinted pieces and previously un- 


published addresses. There are three 
main themes: the use and abuse of 


history; modern trends in historical 


wriling: and the autlıor's views on 
what history ought to be about. 


The Hobsbawm who emerges 


fronı these essays İs above all a man 
of the Enlightenment, a believer in 
the capacity of human reason and a 
searcher for the laws of social evolu- 
tion which will help us to understand 
and ameliorate the condition of 
. mankind. He has no sympathy with 
post modernist atternpts to oblitef' 
ate the distinction between fact and 
fictlon. He accepts that a totally “ob- |. 
jective” view of the paşt is unqbtaiu- 
` able, for, every historian sees it from 
„a distinctive perspective, Büt facts 
cannot be invented ‘and statements 
, about history must rest on veriflabl 
.evidence, Unfortunately, most his 
„tory has been writtert for ideological 
purposes: to buliress the authority, | 
of rulers or to provide a convenient 


E 1 
ight) with Lady Una Troubridge 


Hall (ri 


E‏ کو جا ا 1 م 
Not divided . . . Radclyffe‏ 


Well of constant fun 


But on one vital count the book ancl 
the life pull apart, Far (rom falling 
into a well of loneliness, Hall found 
he lesbianism a fount of constant 

Ri. 
So unllke poor Stephen Gordon, 
who had no friends except some 
miserable outcasts in Paris, Rad- 
clyffe Hall moved in a crowded 
social circle. Colette, Natalie Bar- 
ney, Rebecca West, Violet Gordon 
Woodhouse, as well as dozens of 
other leas well-known women ad- 
mired her work andl accepted her 
sexuality. And while Stephen Gor- 
don gave up her only real lover, Hall 
was never single, aıkl often caught 
in crazy triangles. The last few years 
of her life were packed with passion; 
she had been living happily with 
Lady Una Troubridge for 18 yenrs 
when she fell in love witlı a young 
Russian woınan, Eugenia Souline, 
and forced them into an uneasy 
ménage û trois. 


PART from this love affair, 
which is documented in a 

` Î handful of surviving letters, 
Hall's life is viewed mainly from a 
distance, She left behind no diarles, 
few notebooks, and only occasional 
letters. Sally Cline has certainly 
gone the distance İn her research; 
she has discovered scraps of fiction 
and autobiography that havé never 
been published, but she is still co- 
stantly thrown back on otliers' work 
in documenting Hall's life. And she 


„is an unlhspiring biographer, fond Î: 


„ of clouding the detail with rhetoric. 
“A literary study of a writer who 
was an invert will both invite ques- 

, ons of definition and identity a5 

well aa throwing up the issue of the 
extent to which sexuality is the 

product of social forceş,” she tells 

us grandly, 
Given the absence of personal’ 

writing and the urideniable fact that 

Hall is not a great writer, perhaps 

this book is best read as social his- 

tory thai as literary biography. The 
description of thé; trial of The Well 

Of Lonelinéss’ is perfect British 

farce, right down to the intonipete 

defence barrister wlio scuppers the ` 

. case; and the author in a sombrero 
shouting “Shame” from her seat. . 


Natasha Walter 


Radciyîfe Hall: A Woman Called John 
by Sally Cline 
John Murray 434pp £25 


ADCLYFFE HALL e remem 

bered for one thing and one 

thing only; the publication of 
The Well Of Loneliness, “the one 
lesbian navel everyone has heard 
of". The book's 1928 trial for ob- 
scenity, in which Virginia Woolf, 
E M Forster and Vera Brittain were 
prepared to testify on Hall's behalf 
(though not to the novel's literary 
nmıierit) nıade this elegant, butch les- 
bilan an infamous figure then and 
something of a heroine now, 

The Well Of Loneliness is a 
lugubrious, heavy-handed novel, 
but it still has the power to move 
you almost to tears over its hero- 
ine's tragic situation. I may not be 
much of a literary achievement, but 
it was a personal achievement for 
Hall, who was rightly proud of her 
courage İn creating one of the first 
unapologetic lesbian romances. And 
its rial marked one of those odd 
cultural turning points; The Well 
was banned, but it waa also a best. 
seller, and from the moment of its 
publication lesbians started to be- 
come more visible iû Britain. Still, 
this book, pilloried in the courts for 
being full of “filthy sin" and "acts of. 
the most horrible, unnatüral and 
disgusting obscenity", contains just 
one line of lesbian sex, perhaps the; 
coyest ever written: „ and that 
night they were not divided". 

Until reading this biography by 
Sally Cline, 1 had ilways assumed 


nıuch 'an autobiographical work. 
Certainly, it contains autobiographi- 
cal elements. Stephen Gordon, 
Hall's heroine, affects thé same 
dress as Hall herself the silk neck- 
ties and tailored jackets. She wag, 
similarly, a prolific writer who saw 
her work as a way of proving herself 


against an unsympathetic world, 
Like her heroînê, Hali gave lıerself a 
man's name, John, and like her 
` heroine she acted ut a traditionally ` 
masculine, overbearing role in her 
relalonships with other women. 


The Well Of Loneliness was pretty 


28 BOOKS 


A peculiar 
brilliance 


Veronlca Horwelt 


Shaking a Leg: Collected Joumalisı 
by Angela Carter ' 
Chatto & Windus 642pp £25 


HY IS there no Booker prize 
for a commissioning editor? 

Nat for whoever set up this bool — 

“Let us collect all possible pieces of a 

now sacred late author” — not quite 

heroic. (But thanks to them anyway, 
because lots in here I haven't even 
got on scrutty, old fourth-copy 

Xeroxes with the last page nıissing.) 

No, the award should go to the 
brave, mad bastard at the magazine 
New Society around 30 years ago 
who seems to have said to la Carter 
when she was only a very peculiar 
novel or two into her working life: 
“Half of what you write is weird and 
the other half will get up people's 
noses, f like it. You want to file a few 
thousand words about giant wooden 
pricks at a Japanese fertitity festival? 
You want to expose D H Lawrence 
as a literary drag queen mıanqnué 
whose closet is full of Liberty 
frocks? Il publish it. " 

Not only a brave, mad bastard, of 
course, but a bloody prescient 
BMB. Because it doesn't read wild 
now, Although none of it is ortho- 
doxy even yet. Especially not the 
tone of Carter's voice, with the latest 
in semiotics made conıprehensibly 
conversational and plonked down 
beside phrases that must have been 
plucked out of the speech of her 
ferocious south Yorkahire gran. No 
current egojournos would deflate 
themselves as Carter did — she 
never tried to project persûnal desir- 
ability in print, unless you count her 
shameless faunting of brains. 

And her subjects hardly had a 
close target grouping, either. Lip- 
stick red as wound. The class posi- 
tion of Paddington Bear, Scarlett 
O'Hara in Gone With The Wind as a 
prototype Maggie Thatcher, 

Perhaps because Carter only 
wrote for the press when she wanted 
to, and then moslly on her own 
choice of subjects, this collection 
has that frothed-up, Inventetkcon- 
tentious feel of most featurc-writing. 
It's all matteroffact, especially the 
surrealism. And diagnostic: even 
prognostic — 20 years before broad- 
casting was taken over by a putech 
of chefs she was on to the Elizabeth 
Davidisation process: “We are all 
cooks now,” she sniffed, never a 
woman to believe the Holy Grail was 
hidden in a fresh loaf of foccacio. 

„ How she foresaw what she didn’t 
live to see. I hail to scan the dates of 
most of these pieces three times 
before I registered they were — #0, 
ihe verb is had lo be, she's gone, 
danımit — 1967 or 1977 not 1997. 
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Cycling Tour de France 


Young Ullrich tightens his 
stranglehold on the Tour 


! 
٦ Ar 
Ullrich . . . signs of weakness 


ı defending champion is rare. Al 
the foot uf the perilous descenl 
down the Macdleleine, o simıous sin- 
glc-track ruacl wilh no barriers inl a 
sheer drop into a fren valley, 
Virenque was cluly overhauleel nrul 
anuther butlle, for the sage win, 
buygan un lhe (inal climb to the ski- 
rosorl finisl 
Ulrich 
Riis for’ bıis 
bane tike 
hil Virenque every Gino te Bittle 
Vrenelnan upped te pu ¢. Riis 
ws unable la cope wilh 


udly left beliind 
Lvettualh Virrque real lu 


wold have to ahe he pace ot lis ' 


to the 
: 1 


U, AMC e be eel Ml tb wite 


ine, FMrich clearly ind 
thutgglits of cuulestinge the Hinislı but 
hen ranmenbered thu 1 
ule of professional ruc 
leader should b4 
comptnion sharv the spuils — 
ad perniltecl Vi 
line first. I was ù gesture hi’ voukl 
afore Io make, will (le Tour eflt: 
ively in thu bug. 

® Chris Bnardmen cpuil Ie rice 
carly in the 13th stagv. The Brilish 
rider had strugglecl uver Ihe pasl 
few (lays with neck and bavk injuries 
sustained in a crash in the Pyrentts. 


Wiliam Fotheringham ıs assistant 
editor of Cycling Weakly 


Willlam Fatherlngham 
in Courchevel 


VERY year the Tour dc France's 

past office receives bags of let: 
ters for Richard Virenque, who is 
nıuch loved by female fans for his 
vulnerable, curly-haired charm and 
fighting spiril. Virenque's valiant yct 
unsuccessful attempt to wrest the 
yellow jersey Irom Jan Ullrich last 
Sunday îs likely to result in a (resh 
deluge of adoring mail. 

‘The clterubic rifler had slipped lo 
more than six minutes behiod UI 
rich after Saturday's climb to Alpe 
d'Huez but, inslead of almitling de- 
feat andl merely allempting lo defencl 
his second place, he ordered his 
1eam, Festina, to gu un he atinck. 

Ullrich had looked impregnable 
so far in this Tour, but he showecl 
signs of weakness on the descenl 
from the first uf tlc clay’s Llırec mas. 
sive climbs, the firsteategory Col 
clu Glantlon. He came close lo flying 
off the road on a Jeft-hand hend 
while Virenque and three of his 
tennrmates were slighly ahead. As 
hairpin succeeded liairpin at dizzy- 
ing speed lc losl grouncl. 

This left the 23-ycarolcl will a elif 
ficult choice: he coull wist valu- 
able strength in a lone nllenpt Iu 
valeh Virenque anc his lenchnuen 
ur wail for his ow featn-inales, wher 
were over û rtimite behind, ind 
hope they had lhe streuglh l0 ru 
gal the lost ground. 

He showed wisdom beyuul his 
years in liking hi seCund api, 
sing tp an opie puri eyro 
he Fostina mame and a grmuap 
ld by his Deutsche Telekom tua 
mates in hé valley lading bu tle 
duy"s svcd mountain, the super 
valegory Cal dle la Macdleleine, 

On the 13-mile climb to i suonnail 
surrouıled by ıneadows buth Suts 
uf damesltigtres swiftly dropped bark, 
leaving Vîrenque un his ewn, witlı 
last year's winmvr Bjarne Riis laci 
ing Ullrich iıı pursuit. 

For most of the ascent the 3i 
year-old towed the young ınan wliu 
lad superseded hin as the 
Telekonı lea leader a few days be- 
tore. It was a tlirect reversal of last 
year's roles when Ullrich helped 
Riis to victory. Such selflessness in 
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Northern Transvaal, to pull out of 
the South African Rugby Football 
Union if it went ahead with a plan to 
transform South Africa's Super 12 
sides into regional units. But after a 
meeting with Luyt Snr the unions 
backed down. Gauteng, his own 
pravince, had supported the move, 
® Wales withstood a second-half on- 
slaught by Canada at Fletcher's 
Field, Toronto, to finish their six- 
match tour of North America unde- 
feated. But once again they 
struggled in the tight five and owed 
their 28-25 victory to flashes of in- 
spiration from their backs. 
Meanwhile, one of Rugby 
League's great altacking forces, 
Brisbane, overcame Wigan War- 
riors 30-4 at Central Park last Sun- 
day, recording their fourth — and 
most satisfying — victory in Pool A 
of the Worlcl Club Championship. 
Aııckland Warriors bruslıcd aside 
Bradford Bulls 64-14, inflicting ont 
the Brilish club their fourth straiglıt 
defeat. Canterbury were 40-22 win- 
ners of their match against Halilax. 
Hunter Mariners, the only unbcaten 
sile in lhe Australian Pool B, «le- 
{catedl Castleford Tigers 26-8, ancl 
Perth beat Sheffield 48-12, The Lon- 
«lon Broneus came fron behinel to 
defuat Canberra 38-18, while St He 
lens lost SLE lo Cronulla Sharks. 


leurs, who opted for Janus Benlclt 
as he timi third 4WMmı runnur. 
Blk will still make the trip but only 
as jut ofthe 4 x 4Unu relay tea. 


ROUP 4 won the BT Global 

Challengv, billed as (he world's 
toughest yachl race, aflur crossing 
ihe finish line in Ihe Solent early un 
Wednesday 1ast wevk. The yacht, 
skippered by Mike Golding, 
clinched victory on the final leg 
from Bostun by carmpleting the race 
over an hour ahead of her nearest 
rival, Toshiba Wave Warrior. A 
flotilla of more than 20 boats, inclnud- 
ing a ferry carrying [riends and 
family members of the crew, met 
the GTft yacht. Sailing westward — 
the "wrong way" against prevailing 
winds and currents — 14 identical 
steel yachts set out from Southamp- 
ton 10 months ago. Group 4's con 
bined overall ime was 161days öhr 
25min 18sec. 


ASEEM HAMED retained lis 

World Boxing Organisation and 
International Boxing Federation 
featherweight titles by stopping the 
Argenline challenger Juan Cabrera 
in the second round at Wembley 
Arena. Hamed looked determined 
to score a quick victory when he in 
flicted a vicious uppercut on his op- 
ponent in the first round and a cut 
on the left eye in the second, which 
swelled rapidly. The referce inler- 
vened as Hamel launched yel an- 
other onslaught. 


ICHAEL DOOHAN, Ausiralia's 

worldl motorcycling champion, 
won the German §00cc grand prix 
— his sixth successive victory of 
the season. Doohan now has aii ak 
most invincible Jead at lhe top of the 
table witlı six races remaining. 


Rugby Union Tri-Nations Series: South Africa 32 New Zealand 35 


Bunce leads the fightback 


Granted he missed a 76th-minute 
penalty which would have levelled 
the scores, but his overall contribuı- 
ton rewarded Carel du Plessis's 
faith in him, After the coach's failed 
experiment with Henry Honiball in 
the first two Lions Tests, De Beer 
made his Test debut here earlier 
this month and kicked 13 points. 
But last Saturday he showed him- 
self to be a master of the running 
game as well as kicking 22 points. 

Frank Bunce was New Zealand's 
standard bearer as they swept to 
their first win here in [lve years. 
The 35-yearold midfielder, playing 
his 48th Test, ripped the home de- 
fences apart witlı two tries. Carlos 
Spencer, at fly-half, contributed 20 
points. ‘The All Black captain Scan 
Fitzpatrick left the fiekl with a knee 
Injury in the second half but should 
be fit to face the Australians in Mel. 
bourne on Salurday. 

The Springboks played in their 
new Nike branding; the result of a 
$5 millon deal brokered by Louis 
Luyt's sûn, also Louis, Luyt Jnr has 
taken a 10 per cent coınmission that 
has raised questions about his role 
in South African rugby. 

However, uty criticism has becn 
deflected by thc threat of four of the 
big five provincial unions, Wester 
Province, Nalal, IHree Slate andl 


EWCASTLE Uuiledl and Liver 

pol reinforced heir litle unbi- 
ons by making key signings last 
weck. The Newcastle mitiigur, 
Kenny Dalglish, short uf defensive 
caver aller selling Robbie Elliatt lo 
Bulinn for $ million, moved swiftly 
1o sim Stuart Puarve alter discover 
ing that the #5yearold former Enug- 
land captain had bern given ù free 
transfer by Nottingham Forest, enil- 
ing his 12-year associalion with the 
club. Pearce has been given a lwo- 
year conlracl by Newcastle with 4 
basic weekly wage of $35,000 and 
the option of another year, 

A fliglıt to Milan by Liverpool's 
vice-chairman and chief executive 
Peter Robinson brought Paul Ince 
to Merseyside, He wrapped up the 
signing of the England midfielder 
from Internazionale for $7 million. 
Ince was due to join his new tear 
niates for training this week and is 
expected to make his debut in a 
friendly against Bristol City. 

David Hopkin and French star 
David Ginola were two other foot- 
hallers on the move. Hopkin, the 
Crystal Palace midfielder, agreed to 
join Leeds United in a $5.4 million 
deal while Ginola became Totten- 
ham Hotspurs $3.3 million acquisi- 
tion from Newcastle United. 


DECISION by the selectors to 

omit the British athletics team 
captain Roger Black from the 400 
metres for the world champions İn 
Athens next month raised a slorın of 
controversy. Among the critics was 
the Minister for Sport, Tony Banks. 
He said: “Roger is one of our best 
medal-wiıning athletes, I anything 
could have been done to lıave helped 
‘him 1 feel it should have, because 
lıe's been unfortunate with illness.” 
The Olympic silver medallist's plea 
for more time to prove his recovery 
from a virus was refused by the se- 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 


Sunday best from Brown 


Be8t looks better, to glarl i, 
side, threaten Ra, and etî 
by Nb4. ek 
27 Bb1 Naë 28 6 ë4 
NhS! Bilsck's army has Bh 
broke on the Qside, o iq, | ES 
Keside tactics, f gxh5? 3) T SAYS something for the state 
quickly. Nd7 30 N4 Mi of Ihe game in South Africa that 
NhS Nd7 32 N4 LET 1 spirits were lifted 
RaG 34 h4 F leek | eyen in defeat. The series loss to the 
that the best attacks ase ht | British Lions, irfighting among 
minutes before the lime tii Î provincial unions and a money deal 
35 Re3 Ne 36 Nxeê hı? | Ihat has again ravaged the domestic 
Rce1 Kh8 38 Qf4 Re 393: game were forgotten as South 
At last a Q-side break, but ¥, j Africa and the Ali Blacks fought out 
ready. 40 bxc3 hxc 411 j an epic opening match of the 1997 
Rh6? A blunder under prey | Tri-Nations serics. 

though Black's game ls dih After falling 23-7 behind in the 
Rec6 or Kg7 should be tl | opening halfhour the All Blacks 
Qh6! Resigns Why? Te | staged onc of the greatest fight- 
point is QB (else 43 Ng) 4% | backs wilnessed at the altitude 
Rxf8 44 Rxc3 when While ise, | venue of Ellis Park, scene of South 
pawn up but Black's pamsza | Africa's 15-12 defeat of New Zealand 
mobile on the same qir | in fhe 1945 World Cup final. 
squares as his bishop. Sli | Whrreas South Africa committed 
hopeless, so I don't blame Fist | basic errors al crucial times last Sat- 
mentally switching on 0 kx | urday, the All Blacks built towards a 
GM tuurnament. ¢tlimax that revealed itself in rock- 
lke defence. 

Unlike the Lions Test series, 
which the British Isles won 2-1 de- 
spile being outscored nine to three 
in tries, South Africa were beaten by 
a am who scored ımore trices than 
iy dil — four to two. But the 
Springboks coukl at least salute a 
rerlurmance of quulily by (hc Ily- 
half, Jannie de Beer. 


Cllnton van der Berg 
In Johannesburg 


No 2482 


NO DBDOAON 


طا 


1 be: URREY balsmnan Alimair 
E E | S brow wis iı vqrirkling furm 
«lraw easily by 1 Rxg7 2221 against Hampshire at Ciuilcl- 
jf Rela? 3 KO2 1Q 4 RR Û tl. Suday bague pxcurds lume 
the pawns defent the rook Ti 1 WT as the pener, witht inıpecenble 
bow if you potted this, Nort E lol 1 runs E 
ze | diag. j 1" als, hitting ixes unl 19 
al ole iro 4 | furs. He was finally clisınissecl in the 


lasl over after spuuniny a vateh to 
No 2481: 1 Ne6e KIP i Jilin Stephenson olf a Simon Ren 
Qxu8+ olkls out longed 2F 


0 fulbtass, 
x8: I was the first double century in 
KxcO 3 Qf male. the history of lhe vonipetlllon, 3 
ily sumassing the previous best of 
If, set by Graham Gooch for 
Essex agains Glamorgan in 1983. 
Brown said: "It was a great batting 
pitch, lrode my luck a bit out there 
but in the end I got a great score.” 


f 


Huw would you have 


CIking the club firent? i | Surrey, who scored 344 for 5 in 40 

cen though It worked | Meanwhile Cone e gill 
the club lead wllh # | holds England's record for the hig 

won the clu Ss England's record for the high- 


ace, ancl cashed the ace Mi | est number of runs in Test —~ 8,900 
spades, East followed ll, | — has decided to retire from first 
then the two, showing AN 1b class cricket at tle end of this week. 
ber of cards in her syste , who was 44 last Wednesday, 
ruffed a spade wlth ¥ Û | has played 118 times for England, 
hearts, then cashed tHE .*” | on 34 occasions as captain. Only 
jackoftrumpe. .  , Mike Atherton and Peter May have 
West showed out or Captained their country ınore often. 
round of hearts, but J" 
confident that, since 
long spade, she 


: EN behaving badly on te foot- 
ace and another d 1 ME pitches are to have stiffer 
West won with the ki lS: Penalties imposed on thenı while 
not give Eašt a $pade Wh.” ;: | those who show a healthy respect 
was East who won the %¥y,' | for the rules are to be rewarded 
mond, but Dhondy, lk undır a carrot-and-stick scheme 
م‎ return, draw trumps 1 by the Football Asgocia- 

er conitract. : E Tol next season trouble 

In the Open eerieg, Prone players will be banned after 
carer Ciho hal eto dî | iow caris insen of six Rnd 
crafty opening lead), sag ا‎ be a further ban .after 
same line of pléy, fo i alt bookings. Those booked 11 


P ّ 
tricks. Then he ruffed ã | ines will be hauled before an FA 
trump, Cas! qugen Pig | isciplinary cornmitlee,. However 
and finessed İn ‘dian? 00| osc §oing five full games without 
.Eã a ( | ha T& @ yellow or red card will 
⁄ 8 rds. booking siruck from the 


Chess Leonard Barden 
nnn 


TS not easy to become a grarıd- 

master in a hurry, and last 
month's tournament at the Drury 
Lane Moat House Hotel in London 
launched wlıat could be a summer- 
long saga for Jonathan Parker, Canı- 
bridge university's best player. 
Earlier this year, Parker, aged 21, 
scored the first of three required 
GM results with an impressive per- 
formance for Midland Monarchs in 
the 4NCL league. 

His latest Fide rating of 2,505 is at 
GM standard, and, in normal condi- 
tions, he would expect to secure lis 
title in a year or so. But the outlook 
for UK professionals is bleak, and 
Parker, an economics student, has 
opted for a City carecr. With just 
three months to complete the GM 
requirements before starting his 
new job, he has been seen studying a 
list of Continental opens and a nap. 

Frustratingly for Parker, he got 
to within one point of the GM score 
at Drury Lane but then hacl the 
black pieces in the final round 
against the leader John Ems. 


Emms v Parker 


1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 a6 4 
Ba4 Nf6 5 0-0 Be7 6 Re! b5 7 
Bb3 d6 8 a4 Bb7 Given this 
game's special conditions, Black's 
opening is too routine. Even if he 
didn't want to play a sharp Sicilian 1 
„.. C5, he should still avoicl the well- 
trodden main line Ruy Lopez. 
White's 8 a4 is unusual (& c3) so 
Black ınight try 8... b4 9 d3 Na5 10 
Ba2 b3!? 11 cxb3 ¢5 and Neû. 

9 c3 Na5 10 Bc2 c5 11 d4 
Nd7 12 Nbd2 0-0 13 NfI c4 14 
axb5 axb5 15 Nu3 46 16 Bh6 
Re8 17 Qd2 Qc7 18 Radi N6 
Black is trying to entice (l445 
blocking the centre while White 
must watch fur . . . ¢l6-d5 opening up 
the centre. Meanwhile Ihe dark 
squares aroun Black's king are 
weak, so While exthnnges the tle- 
fensive bishop, 

19 Bg5 Nb3 20 Qe2 Bn6 21 
Bxe?7 Qxe7 22 Qe3 Reb8 23 
Nd2 NaS 24 Ra! cxd4 25 cxd4 
Nc6 26 Rac1 b4 White has vacll- 
latecl iıı the lasl few moves, s0 20... 


the Open teauı had failed. See If you 
can malch her performance ancl 
make six hearts on the Norlh-South 


harıds below. 
North 
+63 
*AJ9 
¢eA4 
#AQJ973 
West East 
*1087 ê J952 
v4 ¥ 10852 
#108632 ¢ K97 
sK842 #105 
South 
#AKQ4 
YKQ763 
¢%QJ5 
1 *6 
This had been the bidding: 
South West North East 
1® Pass 
1v' Pass 38 Pass 
34 ‘Pass 4¥ Pass, 
4¢ Pass 54 Pass 
6¥ ` Pass Pass Pass 


.and ‘West led the elght of clubs; a 
„creative effort designed to fool 
.Dhondy irito placing East with the 


king. 


ILLUSTRATION: ANN HOBDAY 


along Britain's east coast. Else- 
where in Norfolk, at Blakeney 
Point, one of the largest terneries İn 
the country was a scene of carnage, 
the beach strewn with thousands of 
dead chicks, At Bemoton Cliffs in 
Yorkshire approximately 100,000 
immature kittiwakes were swept 
from the rock faces, while further 
north in the Farne Islands off 
Northumberland, more than 20,000 
young puffins drowned in their nest 
burrows. 

Such disasters wreak temporary 
havoc and can cause the loss of an 
entire generation of wild animals. 
But seabirds, however vulnerable to 
their natural element they may 
seem, are actııally highly resilient to 
unexpected fluctuations, Their lives 
are relatively long (20-30 years for 
many species) and even terns, eaclı 
no heavier than a couple of large 
strawberries, can readily withstand 
the outrageous fortunes of an angry 
North Sea. 


Bridg@ Zia Mahmood 


HE British Ladies’ team won 

„the European Championships 
in Italy last month for the first time 
since 1981. For Nicola Smith, Pat 
Davies and Sandra Landy, this was 
their fourth European title. For 
Michele Handley, Liz McGowan 
and Heather Dhondy it repre- 
sented their first gold medals at 
this level, though McGowan and 
Dhondy are already world champi- 
ons, having won the World Mixed 
Teams title at .the Rhodes 
Olympiad last year, 

The British women had to fight 
off a determined challenge from a 
French team containing no fewer 
than four players making their inter 
national debuts — the strength in 
depth of bridge in France is second 
only to that in the United States — 
but the British maintalned an al- 
most incredibly high standard of 
performance. They lost only three 
of thelr 23 matches, and they lost 


none of them by a margin of more’ 


than 12 IMPs, û display of consis- 
tency without parallel in the history 
ofthe game. 
The sahe boards were played in 
the Open seriétş as in the Ladies, 


‘Î and on the following deal Dhondy 


hdd the satisfaction of making’ ã 
slam In which her counterpart in 


inherently vulnerable. They breed 
on shingle beaches close to the tide- 
edge and regularly find their nests 
flooded by high tides. They also 
have few defences against preda- 
tors. Eggs and young fall victim to 
every conceivable creature, At this 
same tern colony I've seen crows 
locate eggs with laser-like precision, 
and squirrels, about a kilometre 
from the nearesl iree, combing the 
shingle for chicks. Some tern 
colonies can be wiped out by an ani- 
mal no more fearsome than Mrs 
Tiggywinkle, while another unlikely 
threat comes from the children who 
were playing further up the beach, 
since the holidaymakers İnadver- 
tently trample eggs or disturb the 
sitting adults, 

This year, however, none of these 
factors was at work. The problem 
was two weeks of almost continuous 
summer rain and storms — excep- 
tional conditions that have had a 
devastating impact on seabirds all 


30 LEISURE 
Sun, sea, 


Mark Gocker 
Te stretch of Norfolk coast- 


dine at Burnham Overy 

couldn't have looked more 
tempting. The beach was bathed in 
sunahine and the sands receded to a 
distant tide-edge in a serles of undu- 
lations, each dip filled by shallows 
where holidaying children were 
having the time of their Hives. Yet 
way out at the shoreline it waa de- 
serted and the expanse was re- 
duced to just two simple elements 
— the rippling sand flats and the 
ringing blue waters of the North 
Sea. 

It was on thease flats that terns 
lad congregated to enact their 
courtship ritugls, and everywhere 
the same performance unfolded. 
Males, with freshly caught sand- 
eels drooping from their bills, made 
ublique approaches towards watch- 
ful partners. Both shook their heads 
constantly as the male circled in a 
long, stiffjointed manoeuvre, until 
the female either flew off unim- 
preased or accepted his advance 
and crouched forward. Her back 
would then arch and her tail lift up- 
wards, while he stood erect, his 
breast thrust out, neclt craned and 
wings partlally opened. When he 
closed finally upon her, the wings 
began to beat more vigorously, his 
obvious physical excitement interısi- 
fying as he mounted, while slıe 
raised her beak skywards for the 
compensatory ınorse] of fish. 

The behaviour couldn't have 
looked more in keeping with Burn- 
ham Overy's potent blend of sun, 
sea and sand, But in fact thelr sex- 
ual antics were not as apt as they 
seenıed, By this time in the summer 
the birds should already be parents, 
hurrying back and forth with food 
for everhungry chicks, The fact 
that the rituals of May were being 
re-enacted in July vas an Indication 
that they had no offspring and were 
attempting lo re-nest. And at this 
late date in the season it's highly un- 
likely they'll rear any young at all. 

Being one of the smallest 
seabirds in the world, terns appear 


Quick crossword no. 376 


Across 


1 Too (4) 

3 Pig-headed (8) 

9 Sum paid for 
insurance — a 
bonus (7} 

10 Irigate {5) 

11 Gonfess (5) 

12 Skillful (6) 

14 Pedagogue (13) 

17 Orlental market 


string! (5) 

22 Hurry (5) 

23 Sudden 
incilnallon to act 


7 
24 Traveler on foot 


8) 6 Large, flightless 
25 Prison — bird (7) 
commotion (4) | 7 Standard (4} 


8 Small restaurant 


Down {6) 


13 Magniiicence (8) 


1 Hand-clapping 15 Rumour (7) 
{9) 16 Belleve (6) 

2 Vapour Irom 18 Scene of confllct 
boiling water (5) (5) 

4 Repestedly 20 Apportlon (5) 
4,5,4) 21 Point out— 

5 Shady retreat (5) . display (4) 


